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Nothing Held Back
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Some people go to God, and say, “Lord, if you heal my body, I will do anything you want me to do.”  Well, I will tell you, that kind of praying won’t work.  God is not running a bargain basement.  As far as God is concerned, it is unconditional surrender to His perfect will – whatever that may be.  
One of the most misunderstood truths of the Christian faith is that of the indwelling Christ.  There are some Christians who know that God must do the saving, but they think (from ever after, until they meet Christ face to face) they are to be engaged in an unending struggle to live the Christian life.  When Jesus died on the Cross, He died not only for our sin, but as we read in 2 Corinthians 5:15, he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.  What do we learn from this verse?  -- Living the Christian life is not primarily our responsibility, but Christ’s who indwells us.  Two words that appear repeatedly in the New Testament are “in you.”  Salvation is not “God for man,” but “God in man.”  

Now, take note of how many times some well-meaning brother will pray at the opening of a worship service, “God, I ask that you be with us in this hour of worship.”  Why! God is always with those who know Christ.  His promise is Lo, I am with you always.  In Colossians 1:27, Paul declared, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  He elaborated on this from his own personal experience (in Galatians 2:20) where he stated, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  What Paul is saying is “Since my conversion, I am no longer living my life; it is Jesus Christ living it in me.”  
The believer can hinder the work of Christ in his life.  Christ wants to work through all of us, but sometimes we stand in His way.  Because of selfish choices, we prevent Him from providing us with the greatest measure of joy and happiness.  Many Christians never experience Christ’s mighty power.  They know Him as a convenience, but not as Lord of all.  Directing their own lives, they produce their own troubles.  It is then (while frustrated) that they call upon Christ to get them out of their mess.  God wants to help at all times, for He is living within us to help.  It is God’s plan that after Christ is received into the life, He should be given the right-of-way to guide us in everything.  If we were to do this, many of our troubles, mistakes and sorrows could be avoided.

Often, the believer’s service for Christ is fruitless because of his failure to recognize the lordship of the indwelling Son of God -- a pastor may fulfill his responsibilities diligently, working from early morning until late at night; but in the midst of it all, he becomes discouraged and dissatisfied because the returns for such a physical, mental, and spiritual investment seem so few for all the effort.  The problem could be that he is assuming control and not Jesus Christ.  Carrying the load himself, he staggers under the burden trying to produce fruit in the energy of the flesh.  Now, don’t misunderstand me.  Having Christ as Lord does not exclude hard work, long hours, and diligent service.  There’s a difference, however, between a moment-by-moment dependence upon the indwelling Christ and disregard of this fact.

A very simple illustration might clarify what is being said.  Suppose we have before us a half-gallon milk container filled with milk.  Which as the real value: the milk or the container?  Well, the container has only one function: to be a container.  The milk has the value.  Never does the milk mix with the container; nor the container with the milk.  Each serves its purpose.  When one gets saved, he becomes a container for Christ.  It is Christ who has the real value, not us.  Let’s not think we can help Christ by our puny, little efforts.  The secret of all usefulness and power is Christ in us.  We must never forget our responsibility as containers.  We are not the value.  Christ is.  He must be given His rightful place in us.  He declared, in John 15:5, Without me ye can do nothing.  That word nothing is really three words, “not one thing.”  

Unless Christ is at work in us, we cannot do anything of lasting value.  We cannot preach.  We cannot teach.  We cannot sing.  We cannot witness.  Our efforts for the Lord (unless He is working through us) will bear little fruit.  Not only does complete dependence on the indwelling Christ affect one’s spiritual life, but every phase of his life – his employment, his recreation, his marriage relationship.  All suffer the consequences of failure if Christ is not in control.  

Now, doubtless, you’ve heard the familiar words, “Only one life, twill soon be past.  Only what’s done for Christ will last.”  Well, there’s one change I usually make in this.  Instead of “only what’s done for Christ will last,” I say, “only what’s done by Christ” will last.  There has been much of Christian service which has long since been forgotten because it was done for Christ, rather than by Christ.  Paul told us, in Ephesians 2:10, that we are his workmanship.  He did not say “we are our own workmanship.”
The apostle Peter was a master fisherman.  This had been his trade for most of his life.  Yet, one night while fishing all night with several other disciples, he caught nothing.  The next morning Christ appeared, and told the fishermen to drop the nets on the right side of the boat.  Then Peter responded, and the result was a miraculous catch of 153 fish.  Peter never quite got over this.  Peter was a different man after this experience.  

Those who surrender to the control of Jesus Christ can assume with joy any task God gives.  Though it may even seem humiliating in the flesh, yet from the vantage point of the surrendered life, it’s God’s will.  And if this is the desire of Christ in us, it becomes our desire too; and with it the accompanying blessings and peace.  
Now, though you may be a believer in Christ, is He only a kind benefactor to you?  Have you come to the realization of Jesus Christ as Lord – not merely as One who gives gifts, but the One who is a gift?  He is the perfect gift.  As He becomes everything to you, all else will care for itself.  You need a total Christ through complete submission to His will.  Oh! let Him participate as Master of all in your life.  I pray that you’ll do this today:  Surrender all to Him.  
Now all this begins with Christ being invited into our life as the Lord of our life.  If you have never taken Jesus as your Savior and Lord, I hope you’ll do it right not.  We’re going to pray together, and as we pray, you say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I want to be saved.  I, right now, receive Jesus as my Lord.”  And God will come into your life in a wonderful way.

Our Heavenly Father, we rejoice in Your abundant goodness.  May we submit fully to Your control, with the absolute assurance of Your blessing.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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