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A Job To Be Done

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Few churches seem to have a sincere and earnest concern to reach the lost world for Christ.  The majority of churches are far more interested in self-betterment than sacrifice for our Savior.  Their greater interest seems to be better facilities, better programs – so we can get more people in.  Is that what Jesus planned for us?

An officer in the British navy said to a missionary in India, “Why don’t you missionaries stay at home and mind your own business.”  Said the missionary, “If you were commanded to go to South America tomorrow, would you stay here and mind your own business?”  “No,” replied the officer, “I would go to South America immediately.”  The missionary then said, “The Lord Jesus Christ told me to come here and preach the Gospel.  I have obeyed.”  

Well, every true believer has been commissioned by God to preach the Gospel.  The sad and tragic result has been that comparatively few have obeyed.  They have not responded to the Holy will of God.  Every time I read the words of our Lord (found in John 17:18) I feel an urgency in my own heart and life.  In this 17th chapter of John, Jesus is praying.  As He called on His Father in Heaven, He said, As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  My! what a responsibility we have.  If you have received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you have a mission to fulfill.  You are not here to live for yourself, but for Christ who died for you.  You are to sacrifice for Him.  If you are a young person, you should definitely consider offering your life to Him to go to any field of His choice to make Christ known to those who need to hear the Gospel.

Speaking of the need for missionaries to Canada’s Eskimos, the Anglican bishop of the Artic, Donald B. Marsh, said, “Only the dedicated will go, and that is what we want – those who are interested in what they can put in and not what they can take out.”  For many, the Christian life is definitely slanted toward getting rather than giving.  “What is in it for me” is the prevailing attitude.  As the result, mission boards are not finding it easy to recruit volunteers for the hard spots of the world.  Many Christians are not interested in going anywhere for the Lord.  If they are, often, they have succumbed to the “what’s in it for me” philosophy.  As the result, few of them ever tackle a difficult assignment.  How many there are in Christian work who are far more concerned about their own comfort and provision than they are for lost souls.  

Bishop Marsh said, “Only the dedicated will go.”  Well, that’s so true.  But where are the dedicated?  Where are those who will not be concerned about “what’s in it for me,” but rather “what is the will of God for me.”  How many of God’s people are burdened that, above all else, their life may be lived in the light of God’s holy will?  I understand that, more and more, fewer graduates of Bible schools and Christian colleges go into church-related vocations.  Thus the evangelical church is facing a disturbing problem.  Few young people seem to have any interest in world-wide evangelization.  Reared in an environment of materialism, they are mastered by the god of materialism and are unwilling to sacrifice for Jesus Christ.  

Many of our young people learned the “me first” attitude in their home as they witnessed the indulgence of their parents clamoring for the luxuries of life.  The young people learned little or nothing about others and sacrifice for Christ.  We might ask what they learned from their Sunday school teachers and pastors about sacrifice for Christ.  Few church leaders seem to know much about it.  They live prosperously without any true vision of the world that needs to be reached for Christ.  Often they are far more concerned about attractive buildings and getting more members than they are in reaching out to the less fortunate people of the world.  They seem uninterested in taking Christ to the needy and hungry and, especially, to the spiritually needy and hungry.
I repeat the words of Bishop Marsh, “Only the dedicated will go.”  Is this not a challenge to our faith?  For whom are we living?  Are we mastered by the god of materialism?  Let’s pray that the Lord will give us a burden for the lost.  There is such lethargy among so many.  We have concerned ourselves with ourselves.  We bring our money to the church, but for what purpose?  Frequently, it is so we can make ourselves more comfortable, in more attractive sanctuaries, with more luxurious surroundings.  This is not answering the call of God.  God says, in Psalm 96:3, Declare his glory among the heathen, and his wonders among all people.  Jesus said, in John 9:4, I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  Can we not see the shadows of darkness creeping in?  The night is hastening on. Soon the door of opportunity will be closed.  In fact, even now, it is fast-closing all over the world.  In the countries still open to Gospel preaching, millions of boys and girls need to hear the Gospel.  How will they hear if we do not rise up to the need of the hour, and respond to the call of God?  If we do not give of our money and give of our time, how would these young people be saved?  God asks, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent?  
You may be a Christian who has been overwhelmingly selfish.  You have lived for your self in every way.  I urge you to get victory in your life.  The best way I know to get victory is to tell God you will sacrifice for world-wide evangelization.  If the job is to be done, it will be done only by sacrifice.  If you are a young person, you may have your plans – including, possibly, a well-paid executive position, a lovely home, cars, and all the rest that goes with it.  But let me assure you that the happiest people in the world are those who are doing the will of God.  It is the will of God that the lost be reached for Jesus Christ.  Give your life to the Lord dfor this purpose.  Turn your life over to Christ.  He will do a far better job with it than you ever could.

If you are not sure that you’re saved, get that settled immediately by inviting Christ into your life.  Then serve Him and let your life really count for Him.  

Our God and Father, reach into our hearts and lives to deliver us from ourselves and the clutches of the enemy; that we may stand in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free.  Give us a vision of a world that needs to be reached for Him, and may we do something about it, our Father.  For I pray in Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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