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    Excuses Won’t Do It (Part 2)

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
When I was in high school, my girlfriend and I attended an evangelistic meeting on a Sunday night.  I was unsaved and needed the Lord badly.  The evangelist dealt with me personally afterward, but I was proud and tried to hide my guilt.  The excuse I used was “not now, but later.”  What a mistake I made.  It was five years later before God dealt with me again -- five wasted years.  Well, I hope you don’t make that mistake.

Let’s consider some more excuses people give when confronted with the Gospel.  Here’s one. “I don’t fully understand all about the Bible and salvation.  Thus I refuse to believe anything I cannot understand.”  Is it not true that there are many things we cannot understand, yet we believe them?  We believe in television, even though we cannot fully understand all the facts as to how it works.  We drive our automobiles, and thoroughly believe in them as a means of worthwhile transportation; yet few of us are really knowledgeable as to all the mechanics of the car we drive.  There are many things in life in which we believe but we do not understand.  Well, how can we expect to understand everything about the eternal God?  We are His Creation.  He is the Creator.  He says, in Romans 11:33, how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  We cannot pry into the unknowable, but (be assured) God has revealed enough in His word with clarity that every one might know how to be saved.  And to each of us He says, in John 6:37, him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
Now, another excuse often heard is that God is a God of love and, because of this He will never send anybody to hell.  Actually, this is true.  God is a God of love, and He will not send anyone to hell; but as men and women reject His love and grace (as revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ) He will permit them to go to hell of their own choice.  You see, God offers life or death.  He has given us a free will whereby we may choose.  God will not force anyone into Heaven or hell.  Whichever place we go, we shall go by choice.  God says, in Joshua 24:15, Choose you this day whom you will serve.  It is during this life that we make our choice for the next life.  If we reject Jesus Christ now, and continue to reject Him throughout life, there will be no second chance after death.

Sometimes we hear young people using the familiar excuse of “Well, I’m young now.  There’s plenty of time to settle down and get religious after I have a good time.”  But just a minute . . . who said that there’s plenty of time?  Can any of us guarantee that we shall be here in this world more than another month, a week, or even a day?  I know it is said that we can live to be 100 years of age.  Medical progress has reduced the death rate, and science has given us a list of rules whereby if we follow these it should help lengthen life.  Now this all sounds very good (and some of it is true), but in the final analysis life is controlled by God.  The wealthy farmer (of Luke, chapter 12) had much goods laid up for many years.  He was planning to live to a ripe old age.  He figured, “Well, why work any more. I have plenty to last for years to come.  So I might just as well take it easy and eat, drink, and be merry.  I’ll have a good time.”  But, in the midst of all his plans, God interrupted by saying, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.  My! what a shock.  The rich farmer hadn’t planned it this way.  Well, few young people plan to die young, yet very often they do.  That of greatest importance is to be ready to die: to know the Lord Jesus, and to be saved.

Now somebody else says, “I’m too far gone to be saved.  There’s no hope for me.”  Don’t you believe it, my friend.  You may be far gone, but you are not too far gone for the Lord.  Some people have gone down pretty low.  When I lived in New York City, frequently I spoke at the Bowery  Mission in Lower Manhattan.  I met men who had been doctors, lawyers, and school teachers.  Many in the audience were young men who had descended to the lowest level anyone could go.  What a joy it was to see some of those men come to Christ.  Their lives were wondrously changed by the power of Christ.  No, you’re not too far gone for God.  To say you are is merely an excuse to continue in your sins.  But you may say, “You don’t know how wicked I’ve been.”  Well, that’s true.  I don’t.  What is more, it would do no good if I did.  But one thing I do know: God knows all about your life and, in spite of your sin, He stands with outstretched arms saying, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.  If you will let Him, He will make your life what it should have been.  He can break any habit.  He can remove lust.  He can give victory over any sin.

Once in a while we hear the excuse, “I believe in a God.  Why must I believe in Christ?”  To say that there is a God and to believe in a God is not enough.  It is the same is saying “there is a bank.”  There may be a bank (even many banks), and yet you may be miserably poor.  To say a bank is your bank is different.  If it is your bank, doubtless you will have an investment in it.  If God is your God, it means that you’ve come to Him through Jesus Christ, His Son.  God makes it clear in His word that there’s only one way to know Him.  Jesus said, in John 14:9, he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.  Now, probably, you will agree that there is a God.  I don’t see how any right-thinking person can overlook the fact of the orderliness of Creation: the trees, the clouds, the stars, the suns, the flowers, the mountains.  These things could not merely “happen.”  Consider the intricacies of the human body: the nerves, the muscles, the bones.  All of this evidences the fact of a Creator: the eternal God.  But, unless this God revealed Himself in some personal way, you and I would have no knowledge of Him.  True, we could see His handiwork and the results of His labors; but He is revealed in His fullness in His word: the Bible.  Thus there is no reason in the world for anyone to be lost.  God has made the plan of salvation so clear that even a little child can understand the truth.  It could all be summed up in the words of the apostle Paul to the Philippian jailer (found in Acts 16:31): Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.

How often I’ve heard people say, “My parents were Christians.  Thus I am a Christian.”  My answer to this is, “Thank God that your parents were believers.  You ought to be praising the Lord that you had godly parents.  But the salvation of a parent can never be transferred to a child.  Salvation is a personal matter.”  I know many parents who would like to commit their salvation to their children.  They are grieved and brokenhearted because of the waywardness of their sons and daughters.  But these parents are helpless in this respect because unless their child receives the Lord personally, he cannot be saved.  The parents can pray.  I am certain that God will honor the prayers of a faithful, godly mother or father.  But God declares that there’s only one way to be saved: Romans 10:9-10, That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.   
Well, there are numerous other excuses people offer, such as “If I became a Christian I couldn’t hold out,” and “There are too many hypocrites in the Church,” and “One needs only to be sincere; it matters not what we believe,” and on it goes – many, many more.  But I think we’ve heard enough about excuses.  It’s not the excuses that are important, it is the fact that there is a Savior who loves you so much that He died for you.  Do you really know Him, dear friend?  Let’s do business with God.  If you have never taken Christ into your life, do it right now.  He’s ready.  He will receive you.  This is the time.  Come to Him.

Our Father, we pray that You will help some to make that important decision at this very moment.  May they not put You off, Lord, but trust Jesus at this very moment.  For I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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