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Where To Begin

          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you satisfied with your spiritual life, and do you feel that everything is A—OK?  This could be good.  But on the other hand it could be bad.  When we get to the place where we feel a certain self-sufficiency, Satan rejoices.  As believers, we are a dependent people.  And there must never be a time when we forget that our sufficiency is in the Lord.

From the first chapter of Nehemiah, we note that the Lord set before His servant the particular task of rebuilding the walls and gates of Jerusalem which had been destroyed completely by king Nebuchadnezzar.  The restoring of the walls and gates appeared to be impossible, and for Nehemiah it was.   But he had a more excellent strength than his own.  He could say, with David, I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.  Nehemiah was in a position to do the job because he was a man of believing prayer. 

Now when God’s servant received the message informing him of the crumbled walls and charred gates, what did he do?  Four things:  He wept, he mourned, he fasted, and he prayed.  What a burden this man had for the nation Israel.  He was the possessor of a God-inspired zeal and compassion to do what needed to be done for the Lord.  He prayed four months before he finally got permission to rebuild the wall.  No wonder, with such confidence in the Lord, that the walls and gates were rebuilt in 54 days.  Nehemiah had a mighty God, but so do we.  For this reason, we should claim all the promises of His Wonderful Word, and pray.  He assures us, in Jeremiah 33:3, Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.  

The spiritual walls and gates of our country (and others) are broken down.  They need rebuilding.  Thousands of careless and indifferent people attend no church.  Crime is on the upgrade.  Marriages are being destroyed.  The lives of many thousands of young people are being ruined by drugs.  All ages of people are suffering from emotional disturbances.  Is there no answer?  Yes, there is.  Jesus Christ is the answer.  Maybe you are one who needs a relationship to Him.  He could give you deliverance from your heartaches.  He could alleviate your anxiety.  He could lift you from your distress.  God is concerned.  He wants to help.  He says He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

I believe God could rebuild the walls and restore the spiritual gates of our country and others if we who know Him would do as Nehemiah did:  Weep, mourn, fast, and pray for those who need Christ.  We need a spiritual awakening; but be assured, it will not come by preaching or programming.  There must be a serious concern on the part of believers.  For many churches, gathering simply to pray is almost unknown.  There is much great preaching and beautiful music, but little prayer.  But notice something else.  As Nehemiah prayed, consider what we are told about his tender heart, in verses 6 and 7:  We have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned.  We have dealt very corruptly . . . Not only did Nehemiah pray for the spiritual needs of his people, he considered his own sinfulness as well.  This is a sign of a devoted saint of God.  

May the Lord move upon us to this kind of praying.  Before we concentrate on the failures of others, we need to pray for ourselves. In the words of David, Search me O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.   The psalmist didn’t pray “Search my neighbor, O God, and know his heart.”  We must become personal in our praying.  We need to look into our own hearts and not just criticize other people.  

After we deal with our own sins, we shall then be in a position to help others with their problems.  Before we tell our neighbors and friends what Christ can do for them, we need to show them what Christ has done for us.  Hopefully, you will let God do something for you today.  After you allow Him to do something in you, you will then be in a position to let Him do something through you.  

Is there a spiritual need in your life?  Bow your head, and pray this prayer.  “Dear Lord, I am not satisfied with my spiritual life.  I want You to work in and through me.  I confess all known sin and thank You for Your forgiveness.  Take my life, Lord, and use it in any way You choose that Your Name will be glorified through me.”

Stay close to the Lord, dear friend.  Read God’s word every day, and pray.  Faithfully, witness to others about Christ and His great love!  Be a firebrand for God.  If you (and many thousands like you) will do these things, I believe we can reach a needy world for Christ.  

If you have never received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, do it right now.  Don’t wait, for there is no reason to wait.  Christ died for your sins, and the Bible assures us that Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross is the only acceptable offering to cancel our sin debt.  Trust Christ as your Savior and Lord now, and enjoy all the blessings of really knowing God.  

Father, I thank You for Your many mercies.  The greatest is Your provision of salvation through Christ Your Son.  May those listening who need Him trust Him.  This I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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