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It is not always easy to be a consistent follower of Jesus Christ.  I suppose that’s the reason there are so few found in our congregations.  The consistent follower practices certain important disciplines in his life.  He has a devotional life.  In other words, he really lives his faith in Christ to the fullest degree.

Somewhere I read this statement that “the world does not doubt Christianity as much as it does some Christians.”  Well, the more I think on that, the more I am prone to agree.  I have found only a very small minority of people who have doubts relative to the fundamentals of the Christian faith.  But I have met many people (more than I like to think of) who have doubts about Christians because of their inconsistencies.  

When our Lord was on this earth, He declared, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  Regrettably, some who profess to be believers in Christ do not follow Him.  The very fact that they walk in darkness prompts the question: Have they really seen the light?  They talk Christianity while living for the devil.  Now let it be understood: words are only good when backed up by deeds.  James made this clear in his epistle, saying, Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  Followers of Christ are not to profess Christianity while failing to live it!  In 1 Timothy 4:12, God says, be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.  There is never a time when the child of God is not to be a living example of the Christ he professes to love.  

You see, becoming a Christian means to let God bend our wills – not just our knees.  When He bends our wills, we shall be pleased to do His will.  It is when doing His will that we do right.  And what is right?  What He teaches in His word.  It is not for me to do what I think is right.  My concern must be what is the “Thus saith the Lord”?  Now I can only know this as I take time to read and study the Scriptures daily.  Searching the Scriptures; knowing the mind of God for my life: this is the responsibility of every believer.  As we get hold of the word of God, then we should seek by His grace and power to live it.  Much of the Bible contains doctrinal truth.  We must never divorce doctrine from practice.  Doctrine is not merely something for us to believe; it is something for us to practice.  I have heard some Bible teachers divide certain books of the Bible into “doctrinal” and “practical.”  Now I don’t go along with this because all doctrine is practical and all practice must be doctrinal.  

Be assured, we are not going to reach a lost world with inconsistent living.  Those around us are not content with “hearing sermons” only.  They want to see sermons.  As they look at the way Christians live, they should see an unanswerable argument for the Bible: A rebuke to hypocrisy, and an invitation to all who are living in sin.  

When the follower of Christ lives in a right relationship to God, he reminds all of those who see him of Jesus Christ.  We read, in 1 John 2:6, that He that saith he abideth in him (that is, in Christ,) ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.  In Colossians 1:10, we are exhorted to walk worthy of the Lord.  God places a strong emphasis on the Christian walk.  When one professes Christ, he is made an epistle of Christ and the path he walks is to manifest the life of Jesus.  Everything he does should be the expression of the allegiance of his heart to Jesus Christ and the manifestation of Him to others.  

I received a very encouraging letter from a Lutheran pastor who listens to our broadcast.  Among other things, he wrote, “I believe there are too many free-loading Christians seeking something for nothing.  Saving grace is free, but discipleship costs everything.  Therefore, enclosed is a gift to help support your radio ministry.”  Well, what this brother said here is so very true.  There are too many free-loading Christians.  They are always taking from God.  They are willing to receive, but they have overlooked what Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  These words do not characterize the “easy believe-ism” that is so prevalent in our day.  In many circles, it is almost impossible to distinguish Christians from non-Christians.  They dress alike; they talk alike; and they act alike.  In fact, there do not appear to be any distinguishing characteristics that would suggest that they are disciples of Jesus Christ.  As our Lutheran friend said, discipleship costs everything.  In deed, it does.  Sometimes it costs popularity.  It may even cost friendships.  There is a price to be paid when one becomes a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But I ask you: Which is more important -- to please God or to please the world?  Now, if you choose to please the world, you may get by for a while – but remember there is an eternity to face.  No man should be fool enough to live for today without giving careful thought for tomorrow.  

A great many people who complain loudly about the high cost of living seem utterly oblivious to another peril: the high cost of low living.  When one names the name of Jesus Christ and continues to live for self, let him not think that such living is not expensive.  True discipleship is costly, but even more costly is a failure to walk with the Lord.  Considering the cost of true discipleship, however, we must not overlook the blessing.  Can one be happier than when he is pleasing God?  On the other hand, can one be more miserable than when he is displeasing God and living in disobedience.

I have a little poem here which I found not too long ago.  I don’t know who the author is.  It is entitled: Has Someone Seen Christ in You Today?

Has someone seen Christ in you today, Christian?

Look to your heart, I pray;

The little things you have done or said,

Did they accord with the way you prayed?

Have your thoughts been pure, 

your words been kind?

Have you sought to have the Savior’s mind?

The world (with a criticizing view) has watched,

But did it see Christ in you?

Has someone seen Christ in you today, Christian?

Look at your life, I pray;

There are aching and blighted souls being lost

On sin’s destructive shoals;

And perhaps of Christ their only view may be

What of Him in you they see

Will they see enough to bring hope or cheer?

Look to your life, 

Does it shine out clear?

Well, I hope you will look to your life.  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, is He truly the Lord of your life?  Is He in control?  If not, turn it all over to Him.  And, if you have never definitely committed your life to Christ, I urge you to receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  He died for your sins and rose again, and He wants you to be His child.  Will you turn to Him and receive Him as Lord of all? I hope you will.

Father God, we praise You for Yourself.  We thank You for Your patience, and we praise You for Your love.  Help us, Lord, to search out our own hearts.  May the Holy Spirit take full possession that Jesus will be praise.  For those who need Him as Savior and Lord, may they turn to Him, right now.  I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.  
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