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Happiness At Your Fingertips
          Dr. J. Allen Blair

One of Satan’s biggest lies is the claim that sin adds to human happiness.  Well, if this were true, then the worst sinners would be the happiest people in the world.  But just the opposite is true: sin doesn’t produce happiness.  It never has, and it never will.  Christ produces happiness, and the extent to which we give ourselves to Jesus Christ will determine the extent of our happiness.

Are you really enjoying life?  Every morning, as you awaken, is there a new thrill as you visualize another day coming up?  Can you honestly say, without any qualifications, that you are happy beyond measure?  Well, I hope you can; but maybe you cannot.  Why is life (for so many people) just one round of drudgery followed by another?  Well, it’s because they are not seeking happiness in the right direction.  And where is that?  Real and lasting happiness is found in God.  We read, in Psalm 144:15, Happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.  And, in Proverbs 16:20, Whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.  In Psalm 146:5, Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God.  

Now, what do you know about happiness – that elusive, exotic state of being for which all of us are striving?  It matters not whether we are saint or sinner, rich or poor, high or low, old or young, illiterate or learned; we are all striving in the same direction.  Some people seek it through fame; others through fortune; others through power; others through health; others knowledge; others love.  But whatever road they may take, it seems as though everyone is searching for the supreme gift of happiness.  The wise men who framed our Constitution declared that, among other things, everyone is entitled to possess the inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  And what a pursuit it has been.  What a wild chase.  Millions still sweat for it, scheme for it, and die for it; but few find it.  In the Bible, God has made the way so simple and so plain.  He has provided the way of happiness through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who died on the Cross and shed His blood for us.  Why do we try other ways when God has provided the Way?  People try everything else for happiness.  They have chased rainbows.  They have lived in lust.  They have spent money.  But they have refused to try God.  The only possible way in the world anyone can truly find happiness is in a personal relationship with the Son of God, Jesus.  

We read in the Bible, Psalm 32:1-2, Happy is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Happy is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.  There have always been those who refuse God’s way to happiness.  They sought it other ways.  But they did not find it.  Voltaire thought he would find it in unbelief.  He was an infidel of the worst sort, but he wrote, “I wish I had never been born.”  Lord Byron thought he would find it in pleasure.  He lived a life of extreme worldly pleasure.  But he later wrote, “The worm, the canker, and the grief are mine alone.”  Jay Gould thought he would find happiness in his money.  This American millionaire had plenty of money, but when dying, he said, “I suppose I am the most miserable man on earth.”  Lord Beaconsfield thought he could find happiness in position and fame.  He enjoyed more than his share of both, but he wrote, “Youth is a mistake; manhood a stuggle; old age a regret.”  Alexander the Great thought he would find happiness in military glory.  He conquered the known world in his day.  Having completed the task, he wept because, as he said, “There are no more worlds to conqueror.”  

There are many roads over which people travel in their vain search for happiness, but I want you to know there is only one road that will bring this desired treasure to you.  It is the Christ road.  Jesus said, in John 14:6, I am the way.  The word way is really “road.”  I am the road, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  Christ is the road that leads to God who overflows in love toward everyone.  In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus compared the road of salvation to the road the unbeliever travels as he said, Enter ye in at the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go in thereat:  Because narrow is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  This is a narrow way, and there is only one door into this way.  There are many doors that lead to destruction and perdition, but only one door leading to God.  

Jesus declared, in John 10:9, I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  Now you may say, “I know all these verses well.  I remember them from my Sunday school days.”  Perhaps you remember having heard them quoted by a godly mother or father.  But you have become so busily engaged in the fruitless rounds of life that you’ve forgotten God.  Solomon wrote, All is vanity and vexation of spirit.  Week after week you have carelessly and indifferently ignored the claims of Jesus Christ on your life, forgetting that one of these days the curtain will close and life will be ended.  And then what?  “Only one life, twill soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will last.”

You are busy getting some money together.  You’ve built a fine and comfortable home.  You drive a late model car.  God has blessed you with a family.  But have you missed the most important decision in life?  Is Christ in your life?  Without Him, you cannot possibly find happiness, even though you are surrounded with all the comforts of this world.  Things may add a certain dimension to life, but things cannot provide the ultimate answer.  Things cannot alleviate pain.  Things cannot mend a broken heart.  Things cannot satisfy a lonely life.  Most of all, things cannot give deliverance from sin and guilt.  But Christ can.  He can do all these things and much more.  He can do what no human can do.  He can prepare us for eternity.  I hope you’ll let Him work in your life.  

Call on Him, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner and I want to be saved.”  He will hear you, and He will answer you.  Then I hope you’ll write to us and tell us about your decision because we want to send you some helpful literature free. 

Blessed Lord, I pray today for all who have missed Your best.  Many thousands of people seem content to live an empty and shallow life with no hope for the future.  Show them, Father, through your Word that there is a better way through Christ.  I pray this in His Name.  Amen.
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