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 Grace, Abounding Grace
              Dr. J. Allen Blair

There is no theme in the Bible that thrills my heart more than the grace of God.  I was a sinner on the way to hell, but God’s grace intervened through Christ and my direction was changed immediately.  Ever since, I’ve been on the way to heaven.  I am assured of this on the basis of the wonderful grace of God.  

When Clara Barton was engaged in Red Cross work in Cuba, during the Spanish American War, Colonel Theodore Roosevelt came to her desiring to buy some delicacies for the sick and wounded men under his command.  His request was refused.  Roosevelt was troubled, for he was grateful for his men and was ready to pay for supplies out of his own pocket.  “How can I get these things?” he asked, “I must have food for my sick men.”  “Just ask for them, Colonel,” said the surgeon in charge of the Red Cross headquarters.  “Oh,”’ said Roosevelt, “then I do ask for them!” And he got them at once; but he got them through grace and not through purchase.  All of God’s gifts are obtained in the same manner.  One cannot work for salvation, or any of the mercies that follow salvation.  All is given freely through grace.

You and I are so human that it is extremely difficult for us to understand the magnitude of God’s grace.  For example, in Psalm 68:19, we read, Blessed be the LORD who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation.  Think of the grace that prompts Almighty God to load his people (sinful beings though we are) with His benefits day by day.  In John 1:16, I read, And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. Do you know what these words mean: grace for grace?  They mean one grace after another – Spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing; favor upon favor; gift heaped upon gift.  We are load with bundle after bundle of heavenly grace, daily, as we make our wilderness journey home. 

In Philippians 4:19, Paul says, But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ.  God supplies all our needs how?  Through grace.  Whatever our need, His grace is sufficient.  In 1 Peter 4:10, the Holy Spirit speaks of the manifold grace of God.  “Manifold” is “many fold,” or “multiplied” grace.  In Christ our Lord, there is grace for our multiple and varied needs.  He has sufficient grace for all of us at all times.  There is nothing dull or insipid about God’s grace.   Someone has penned these following lines which describe manifold grace:

Grace when the sun is shining, Lord,

Grace when the sky is black;

Grace when I get the unkind word,

Grace on the too smooth track;

Grace when I’m elbowed into a nook,

Grace when I get my turn;

Grace when the dinner will not cook,

Grace when the fire won’t burn;

Grace when my duties all go wrong,

Grace when they all go right;

Grace when it’s gladness, praise, and song,

Grace when I have to fight;

Grace when my clothes are fresh and new,

Grace when they’re worn and old;

Grace when my purse is empty, too,

Grace when it’s full of gold;

Grace when the saved ones don’t act saved,

Grace when they all blame me;

Grace when denied the good I’ve craved,

Grace when I got my plea;

Grace when the midnight hours I tell,

Grace when the morn is nigh;

Grace when I’m healthy, strong, and well,

Grace when I come to die.

Regardless of whatever our need, remember there is always a large balance of grace in our name in the bank of heaven waiting for our exercise of faith in drawing upon it.  What God had to say to the apostle Paul when this faithful servant sought deliverance from his thorn in the flesh is what He says to you and to me many times:  My grace is sufficient for thee.
In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we read that God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye ,always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.  You see, many Christians live like paupers when they ought to be spiritual billionaires drawing on the resources of God’s grace.  In John 3:16, we read, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  That little word so has never been fully understood by anyone.  God so loved the world – here is unmerited and unlimited grace in its greatest form.

I’m reminded of a friend who was meditating on the grace of God while seated next to a large tank of water.  A little wasp flew along and stopped to drink out of the tank.  Perhaps it was only the tenth part of a drop, but the wasp flew away satisfied.  This friend thought, “In the same measure, we have the privilege of drinking from the fountain of God’s grace; but so often we fail to drink.”  We bear our own burdens.  We worry.  We fret and fear.  And yet ,God has made the marvelous provision of grace for His people.

A day ought not to pass without our giving careful thought to the grace of God.  It is good for us to make a periodic journey to the quarry of sin and remember: but for the grace of God, we would still be there – lifeless, helpless, and hopeless.  And as we take a look into the horrible pit in which we once lived, and recall the miry clay of sin into which we had sunk so deeply, we can remind ourselves of the grace of God that made possible our deliverance through Jesus Christ.  O give thanks for God’s grace, child of the Lord!  

It could be that I’m speaking to someone who has never experienced this marvelous grace.  Friend, you are yet in your sins in need of salvation.  You need deliverance through God’s grace.  God is ready to deliver.  He asks you to do nothing -- other than receive everything.  It all begins by receiving Jesus Christ into your life.  You see, He went to the Cross and died for your sins.  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.  You may be a wealthy person – the richest person in your community – and yet, without Jesus Christ you are spiritually impoverished.  You are as a beggar – destitute.  You need Christ and the great salvation He made possible by His death and resurrection.

I urge you to experience the grace of God at this moment as you ask the Lord Jesus to come into your life.

Blessed God, how I praise You for Your grace.  We are unworthy of it, yet Lord I thank You for it.  It is my prayer that listeners who are unsaved may, at this moment, enter into eternal fellowship with You through Jesus Christ Your Son, in whose name I pray.  Amen.
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