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It is Not an Easy Way (Part 2)
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is one thing Jesus did not do when He was on this earth, and that was “to please everyone.”  Well, if He couldn’t do it, do you think you can?  The Bible says, If it be possible as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.   We are to strive to be at peace with everyone, but never at the price of compromising the Gospel of Christ.

Christian discipleship is not a perpetual picnic as some might think.  Jesus declared, in Matthew 10:22, And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake.  -- yet so many who claim to be Christ’s followers are trying to please everybody.  They want everyone to speak well of them.  They never want to be controversial or offensive.  The Gospel they preach must please everyone.  But, be sure, this is not the Gospel Jesus preached.  He said, Think not that I am come to send peace on earth:  I came not to send peace, but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And then He said, And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  
This is not the popular approach we so frequently hear, that is carefully spoken so it will offend no one.  This is the unadulterated gospel of life that Jesus proclaimed; and has called upon all of His followers to tell the world, that the lost might be saved and know the Christ of the Bible.  Those who proclaim this message will not be applauded.  Sometimes they will not be appreciated.  But they will be in the will of God, and have His approval, for we read (in Matthew 5:11-12), Blessed are ye (happy are ye) when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
In my last message, I pointed out Paul’s readiness to face the adversaries that surrounded his doors of opportunity.  He was never unwise in all this.  He did not seek to stir up or rouse opposition.  Under no circumstances did he provoke hostility.  But if, in the natural course of making known the living Christ, the enemy arose to attack, Paul knew this was to be expected.  He continued his mission and never deviated from the task until it was done.  He placed himself in the hands of God; trusted in the power of God and plunged into the battle.  

There was no indication that Paul wanted controversy.  There is no doubt about it (like all of us), he despised controversy; but he realized there is something far worse than controversy.  It is to be ashamed of Jesus Christ; to sidestep; to hedge; to fail to proclaim the truth.  How many there are naming the name of Christ and doing just this in our day!  They are more concerned about personal consequences than they are of the eternal issues of the word of God.  Selfish popularity is seldom found on the Christ road.  

Some there are who think they are doing God a favor with their “peace at any price” attitude.  Little do they realize what the price will amount to before it is paid.  Paul was extremely careful never to put himself before his mission to proclaim Christ.  Even though there were many adversaries, he was in the world for one reason: to be an ambassador for Jesus Christ.  As Christ’s ambassador, he declared, Woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel.  Paul understood that he was not sufficient for this task in himself. Daily, he yielded his life to the Lord Jesus – permitting himself to be an instrument in the Lord’s hand.  He declared, Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.  

When Paul wrote to the young preacher Timothy, he sought to encourage him to travel the same path of courageous loyalty to Christ.  He instructed him to make full proof of the ministry (2 Timothy 4:5).  He also said, I charge you therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine (2 Timothy 4:1-2).  Now note, the apostle does not say “If you do this, you will have success . . . your church will grow . . . the crowds will flock to hear you . . . you will be revered and respected throughout the city.”  Rather, he warns that if Christ is preached and made known, indifference and seeming failure might be the result.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, Paul says.  But after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  Some will prefer a message of commendation (one that will not disturb their sin and evil practices).  Paul warns young Timothy out of a heart of experience that faithful preaching often produces opposing criticism.  
Now, Paul does not tell Timothy his hearers will persecute him.  They will simply ignore him, and break the preacher’s heart.  But be reminded, they were the same ones who nailed our Lord to the Cross.  It will be expected that they will shut their ears, and turn their faces from the Gospel.  Paul reminds the young preacher to watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  He also wrote, Now therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
Now make no mistake about it, the place of faithful witness for Christ is often a hard and lonely place.  But let us never forget the Bible says, If God be for us, who can be against us?  God is always for those who are for Him.  God is for every believer who is bearing a true and sincere witness.  There may be many adversaries . . . but who shall separate us from the love of Christ.  Keep pressing forward for Christ, for we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  

Now, before I close, let me say just a word to those of you who have never taken your stand for Christ.  Some of you have never come to Him because you fear your adversaries.  “What would it do to my business,” you ask, “were I to become a follower of Christ?  What about my popularity?  My friendships?”  The adversaries cannot provide the life you need and should have.  Only Christ can do that.  At this moment, if you are willing, He will enter your life.  He will guide you and direct you.  He will use you, and He will bless you.  Oh! I hope you’ll take Christ into your life, if you never have.  And if you are a Christian, stand up and be faithful.  Don’t be ashamed of the Gospel.  Let Christ live through you and control you.  

I thank You, Heavenly Father, that You have given me another opportunity to share your truth today.  I pray that those who listen may consider their own personal need, and react accordingly.  May they do what needs to be done, for Jesus taught us in His word, If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.    I pray these things in Jesus’ name and for His glory.  Amen.
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