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The Wise Use of Time
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said that time is what we want most and what we use worst.  Well, there’s certainly some truth to this, especially when it comes to serving the Lord.  Our preachers tell us we need to share our faith with others.  Do we take the time to do it?  When we do, that’s time invested.

If you’ve worked around the church any time at all, you are familiar with the fact that when it comes to serving the Lord, there are some Christians who are just not there.  Now, if it’s a worldly pursuit, or a project having to do with monetary gain, they are there.  But when it comes to voluntarily, graciously, lovingly serving their risen Christ, they are missing in action.  Well, God has done so much for all of us that we ought to be grasping every opportunity to do what we can for Him.  
You know, there is a verse in the Old Testament that should be considered by every believer.  It’s found in 2 Chronicles 29:11, where God says, My sons, be not now negligent: for the LORD hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve him.  Now, if you belong to the Lord, may I remind you that you’re called of God to serve Him.  In the Bible we read this same truth over and over again.  Paul wrote, in 1 Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  God’s people are to abound.  In what?  In the work of the Lord.  
Some of us seem to live as though we’re going to be around for a hundred years.  Friend, life is so very brief.  Some of us only have a few more years remaining, maybe less than that.  We need to redeem the time because the days are evil.  We need to learn to put first things first.  For the Christian, a top priority should be serving the Lord.  That’s why it’s important to count our minutes and use them to the greatest advantage for the glory of Christ.  

Let’s suppose I have been away in a Bible conference for a week and now I’m flying home.  I’ve exactly 24 hours before leaving for another Bible conference.  Do you think I’m going to be careful as to what I do during the 24 hours I am at home?  Well, you’re absolutely right.  I’m not going to spend my time on non-essentials.  The time is too short for that.  I would probably spend some time with my wife, whom I haven’t seen for a week and will not see for another week.  I would do a few things around the house that need immediate attention.  I would spend some time at my desk answering letters.  Well, you can be sure that I would eliminate all that was of little value, or that which could wait another week or so.  Actually, all of us should live this way all the time.  Who of us knows whether we have another 24 hours on this earth?  We need to keep putting first things first.

Possibly, you agree with what I’m saying; but you’re a shut in – you can’t get out and do the things you’d like to do like other people do.  God knows that you’re a shut-in.  In fact, you are a shut-in in the providence of God.  I know this because the Bible tells us that even a little sparrow cannot fall to the ground without the Father’s concern.  God is interested in every phase of the believer’s life.  As a shut-in, you too can serve God.  You have more time than many of us to pray.  You can intercede for those who are physically active in serving Christ.  You can write notes to those who are facing serious trials.  You can encourage them and tell them about your Lord.  There are things you can do with your hands to help missionaries who are out on the mission field.  Never feel that you are deprived from all the privileges other believers have to serve the living Christ.

The story is told that after the great Chicago fire, in 1871, Dwight L. Moody went to England for a rest.  While in London, he accepted an invitation to preach.  When the time came, he found that he preached with great difficulty.  With a heavy heart, he went to the evening meeting and at the close of the sermon he gave an invitation to anyone who would like to receive Christ.  To his astonishment, about 500 people responded.  Feeling that the congregation had misunderstood him, Moody asked everyone to be seated.  Repeating his invitation in even stronger form, he was even more amazed to see them all rise again.  As the result of what happened, Moody was given an invitation to travel throughout the country to preach Christ.  God used him in such a wonderful way that eventually he stirred the world.  
But why the barrenness on that Sunday morning?  And then a mighty moving of the Holy Spirit Sunday night?  Well the answer was discovered later.  The miracle was wrought by persistent prayer in a home by a woman who was bedridden.  She had prayed much for Moody – asking God to use him to bring revival to her church.  And God answered in a measure that was far beyond her dreams.  She heard about the hard time Moody had on Sunday morning, and prayed all Sunday afternoon that he would be used of God that night.  That bedridden saint had learned that the secret of victory and power in the Christian life was earnest intercession.  Bound in by the four walls of her room, she had prevailed upon God to bring an awakening to her church, and salvation to hundreds . . . and eventually thousands.  This woman could have pitied herself.  She wished for an opportunity to serve Christ.  She grasped the opportunity and became an intercessor.  

Well, the same God who heard and answered the prayers of this dear saint is ready and willing to do the same for you.  Grasp the opportunities.  Get involved in the work of Christ.  We are told in the bible that the king’s business required haste.  Well it still does.  There is so much to be done and so few who will do it.  Some of you would like to do more for God, but you work long hours each day.  You say, “Oh, if I only had more time.”  Do you have a coffee break on your job?  Are you like those who just sit and talk about things that are worthless?  Why not make the coffee break a prayer break?  You don’t need the coffee anyway.  Use that time to find a secluded spot where you can get alone with God.  Intercede for some of your unsaved workmates.  Pray for your family.  Remember your friends.  Pray for missionaries.  Be faithful in this every workday.  You will be surprised with the results.  You will gain time you didn’t even know you had.  It will be a bonus time in the service of Christ:  the prayer break instead of the coffee break.  
Well there are so many things we could do if only we would let Jesus reign in our hearts.  This is really the secret for profitable and effective service for Christ.  Look at those who are being used by the Lord.  It is not because they have more time, more ability than the rest of us.  It is the fact that they have yielded themselves to the control of Jesus Christ, and giving Him their best.
Is Christ in control of your life?  If not, let Him have the place He wants: the place of preeminence.  And if I am speaking to someone who has never received Christ, He wants to enter your life today and transform your life for the very best.  You’ll get the best out of life when Christ comes in.  I hope you’ll let Him do it.  We’re going to pray.  As I pray, you say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  Come into my life and live through me.”

Father God, deliver us from our selfishness that we may turn everything over to Christ and let Him do through us what He wants to do.  We know that he is not willing that any should perish.  Consequently, we realize that He wants to witness through us.  May we let Him do it, as we give Him complete control.  And for those, Father, who need Him today: O Lord, I pray that they’ll receive Him now and not put it off.  I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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