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One or the Other

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is regrettable that many of God’s people fall short of the victory they possess in Christ.  God says, All things are yours.  But it appears for many that they prefer to hobble along in defeat, rather than rise up and be more than a conqueror through Christ.  Well there can be no question about it: the way of blessing with God is the path of obedience to His plan.  
Someone was heard to pray, “O God, when we read thy word, may we listen.  When we listen, may we hear.  And when we hear, may we follow.”  Well there are several things worthy of note in this prayer.  But that of greatest importance (I believe) is the last phrase: When we hear, may we follow.  To be sure, this is a scriptural truth that appears repeatedly in God’s word.

For example, we read in James 1:22, But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.  It is one thing to hear the word of God, but quite another to obey it.  Hearing is not enough.  The Lord Jesus said, in John 13:17, It ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  You see, happiness is not experienced through knowledge only; but in obedience.  But as with other obligations of believers, God has not left us to our own strength to obey.  He has given us His blessed Holy Spirit to enable us to obey.  All, however, is contingent on a willing heart.  A heart willing to let God rule and reign, with a desire to have self crucified and the flesh mastered.

Now much is being said these days about “the walk” that pleases God.  What is meant by the walk that pleases God?  Several things are necessary, but that of supreme importance is obedience to God’s revealed will.  It is possible for one to be very busy for God – actively engaged in God’s service, giving generously to His cause – and yet experiencing little by way of blessing because of disobedience.  It could be some little act of rebellion against God in the life (practically unnoticed and unknown) that hinders the fullness of the power of God.  Now let’s not excuse ourselves too quickly – because many Christians are guilty; they have yielded every area of their lives to God completely with perhaps one or two exceptions.  There may be just one act of disobedience performed repeatedly which hinders their effectiveness for the Lord.  It may appear to be insignificant.  But this is the obstacle stemming the tide.  It is thought, perhaps, that by diligent study of the word, faithful praying, sacrificial giving, or busy service, that what appears to be an insignificant act of disobedience can be covered over; but, not so.  God will not accept anything or bless anything in lieu of obedience.

In Romans 1:5, we are told that we have received grace and apostleship for obedience.  For the believer in Christ, obedience to the revealed will of God is at the top of the list.  We may seek to put other things at the top, but God is not satisfied with this because to Him obedience has top priority.  

There is a familiar story told of the Christian girl who went to Graham Scroggie with a spiritual problem.  The young lady had been a Christian for some time, but regarding one certain thing she was revolting against God.  Dr. Scroggie reminded her of the incident in the tenth chapter of Acts where we are told of Peter praying.  As he prayed, it appeared as though heaven opened and a great sheet was let down in which were all kinds of animals and fowl.  He heard the words of the Lord saying, Rise, kill, and eat.  Peter realized that to eat these animals meant the violating of the law of God which prohibited the use of unclean food of any kind.  Peter was a Christian, but he was also a good Jew -- he did not violate Jewish dietary rules.  Well, the voice from heaven assured him that God had now abolished His regulations about clean and unclean foods – Christ had taught that the foods which enter a man’s body from without cannot defile a man’s heart – but rather than listen to God and obey God, Peter replied, Not so, Lord.  It was the three words Not so, Lord that Dr. Scroggie sought to emphasize to the young lady who sought spiritual help.  
He said, “It is impossible for a believer to say both ‘not so’ and ‘Lord’ at the same time.  One who declares ‘Not so’ to God’s commandment cannot at the same time acknowledge God as Lord, and one who declares God to be his Lord will not refuse God anything by saying ‘Not so.’”  Dr. Scroggie wrote these three words on a piece of paper (on one side he wrote “Not so,” and on the other side he wrote “Lord”).  He said to the young lady, “I will leave you with this for a while, and you pray over it . . .  and then cross out the ‘Not so’ or ‘Lord’ . . .  whichever you want.”   When he returned, as the story goes, the sheet of paper was tear-stained, and the words “Not so” were crossed out.  This young lady went out of Dr. Scroggie’s office with victory in her heart.  Christ was her Lord!  Everything had been settled.  She was no longer guilty of disobedience to God, and in a new way the blessing of the Lord came upon her.  
Well I am sure some of you listening to me have been saying “Not so, Lord” for a long time.  In many areas, it has been “Lord” with no qualification; but there may be just one thing in your life that has been hindering your usefulness for God.  Well you know what it is, and God knows what it is.  Possibly you are saying, “Well, that’s right, but I just can’t give it up.”  Or maybe it’s, “I can’t give him up (or her up).”  You are so correct!  You cannot; but God can do it through you.  In Ephesians 2:10, we read that we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  When you were born again, God gave you a new nature.  He gave you new life, plus the fact that He sent His Holy Spirit to live in you to enable you to produce good works.  God’s Spirit is in you this moment to give you victory over that which is hindering the victory.  

Let me urge you to get serious with the Lord.  Tell Him you want to obey Him.  Ask Him for the strength to obey.  And then trust Him, moment by moment, for the power so that it will be no longer “Not so, Lord,” but simply, “Lord.”  
If you do not know Christ, I urge you to receive Him as the One who died for your sins and rose again, that you might have everlasting life.  Call on Him right now.  Ask Him to come into your life, and I assure you He will.

Father, for those of Your people who are defeated, I pray that you’ll give victory today through the power of the Holy Spirit.  For any needing Christ, may they turn to Him and trust Him as their Savior and Lord.  For I pray in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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