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What Is Death?

          
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
For many people, death is a terrible enemy they shudder to think about.  They know nothing of the positive aspects of death, made possible by Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross.  So I plan to give eight messages on the subject of death which I hope will be beneficial to you. 

We begin today with the question, What is death?  Usually the reason people fear death is because they don’t know what it really is.  By many, it is regarded as a horrible and fearful experience.  Both the rich and the poor, the educated and uneducated, are plagued by this fear.  There is nothing so generally dreaded as death, and no topic about which people are less reticent to speak.  The subject can be avoided, but nevertheless it is still inevitable.  Science, in regard to death, does not correct the situation.  Often times it makes it even more mysterious and gruesome.  Turning one’s back on death can only destroy happiness and rob the soul of peace.

Well, a frank analysis of the facts, and a conscientious understanding of the truth, is the best solution to the problem.  God declares, in Hebrews 9:27, It is appointed unto men once to die.  Since death is a reality for everyone, we should learn all we possibly can about it in order to be well-prepared to face it when it comes.  

There are many conflicting and varied ideas about death.  Someone has described it as the melancholy, anticlimax to life.  Well, those who embrace this view think of it as a pathetic contradiction to man’s destiny: the destruction of all his hopes and ambitions; a horrible enemy to face.  To some, death is considered as a purely natural event to be expected.  It is one of the many processes of living over which we have no more control than birth.  For this reason, there need be no further concern about it.  Usually, however, the shallowness of such a theory becomes obvious when faced with the stark reality of death.  To others, death is considered as the gracious intervention to deliver people out of the disturbing and distressing experiences which cannot be disposed of in any other way.  It comes to remove the aged from their complex infirmities, and the weak and weary from the sufferings and sorrowing of life.  
But may I suggest that death is more than the fulfillment of natural laws.  It reaches far beyond man’s mere consummation of the earthly experience.  Death considered as physical cessation only is a strictly pagan view – recognizing man is but a mere animal.  Man is much more than an animal:  he is a living soul created in the likeness and image of God.  He was prepared by God for a destiny to be fully realized beyond the limits and bounds of a few years on earth.  Death is spoken of in the Scriptures in several ways.  Often it relates to man’s physical nature: the body.  It also refers to the death of the soul, or “spiritual death.”  Those who have not yet believed on Jesus Christ are declared to be dead in trespasses and sins.  Thus it is altogether possible that one who is alive physically may, at the same time, be dead spiritually.  The unsaved person who is spiritually dead is living without hope and without God.  He is actually living in open and defiant rebellion to God.  

Now the Bible teaches that spiritual death may reign while the natural life continues.  God says, in Revelation 3:1, I know thy works, that thou hast the name that thou livest, and art dead.  To die physically in the state of spiritual death results in eternal death which, God declares, is because of the wages of sin.  Spiritual death is eternal separation from the love and fellowship of Almighty God.  What a horrible state it must be to be for ever separated from the mercy of the Lord.  

Now, the word “death” is also used in the Bible in a figurative way.  In the story of the prodigal son, the father declared of the wayward boy who had returned home repentantly after his fling of sin, This my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.  In first Timothy 5:6, God describes the pleasure lover as being dead.  She that liveth in pleasure, He says, is dead while she liveth.  The term “death” is also used to describe the eternal state of the wicked, as called, the second death.  This does not mean destruction, annihilation, or cessation of being -- but life that is separated from God, forever lost in a world of eternal darkness.  This is known as the second death because it is second in relationship to the preceding physical death of the wicked in unbelief and rejection of God.

While each of the various usages of the word “death” seems to connote a different meaning, the basic idea is separation from light or that which might be desired.  I am primarily concerned in this series of messages with physical death.  (This is the death that is usually thought of when the subject is mentioned.  It is the one most people dread.)  
Now, physical death is the separation of the soul from the body.  If one is a believer in Jesus Christ, the soul goes to be with Christ immediately at the time of physical death.  If he is an unbeliever, his soul goes to hell – the place of separation from God; and eternal torment.  The body deteriorates and goes back to dust.  It’s commonly believed by some that death ends everything.  In reality, it ends nothing – even the continuity of life remains unbroken.  At the most, death is a mere interruption in the usual program of living.  The separation of the soul and body for a time makes little difference as far as the deceased is concerned.  He continues on with the same memory and faculties of reason.  He forgets nothing.  In fact, in hell, he wishes he could forget, but it is impossible.  

In Luke 16, the rich man in hell sought relief from the suffering of hell, crying, Have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.  But Abraham replied, Son, remember . . .  (The rich man had forgotten that the Bible declares the soul that sinneth, it shall die.)  The human mind tends to forget important things quickly and easily; but in death, God reminds the unsaved of their neglect and disregard for eternal things.  How sorrowful is the thought of having careless neglect confront a person after it’s too late.  But, even worse, is to spend eternity in hell, separated from God and His goodness.  But let me just say, it’s wonderful to know that death is a defeated enemy.  
By His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ has forever robbed death of its sting and victory.  Though death may destroy the body for a while, it cannot touch the life: the mind, the soul, the spirit, the personality.  By our Lord’s sacrifice on the Cross, death is forever made of none effect.  The Bible declares that Christ’s death has completely changed the meaning of death for the believer.  Instead of being the fearful and dreaded door into the unknown, it becomes the entrance into eternal glory and life.  But victory over death can only be realized “in Christ.”  Apart from Him, we must die and go to hell.  On the other hand, His death for our sins provides life eternal for all who believe.

In 2 Timothy 1:10, we read that the Lord Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  Apart from Christ, death has the victory over us; but in Christ, we have the victory over death.  The word abolished, as used here in this passage just quoted, means “to render idle, inactive, inoperative; to deprive of its strength.”  Christ abolished death by providing eternal life so that physical death becomes merely the door of entrance into life eternal.  

Now here is a question for you.  Have you received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  If you have, you are a possessor of eternal life.  Your body will go back to dust until the time of the resurrection; but your soul will go to be with Christ immediately, and you will be with Him for ever.  O dear friend, take time for the most important decision of life.  Receive Jesus, the Son of God as your Savior and Lord.  Only then are you prepared to die.  God has made this provision for everyone.  The Bible says, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Call on Him at this moment, if you never have.  And then write to us and tell us about it, and we’ll get our free packet off to you for new Christians.

Blessed Lord, I thank You for all You’ve done for us.  Unworthy as we are, You died for us.  But You didn’t stay in the grave.  You arose that we might have life.  Open the eyes of many, today, to the reality of this life.  Bring them to the awareness of our victory over death through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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