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It’s Not All Bad
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is true that death is spoken of in the Bible as an enemy.  Now we don’t usually recognize anything good in an enemy, but from the Christian’s viewpoint, there is some good in death.  Now I hope you will stay with us for my message today as we focus on some of the worthwhile aspects of death.

There are two ways of viewing death. Looking at it from the natural point of view (that is, from the perspective of one who has never received Christ into his life), it is a much dreaded experience, and rightfully so.  For in Matthew 13:42, God describes hell as a furnace of fire in which there is wailing and gnashing of teeth.  At death, the unsaved person loses all he has: wealth, fame, pleasures . . . in short, everything he thought made life worth living.  When death comes to the unsaved, it’s “everything goes,” along with the facing of eternal hell.  My! what a tragic outlook.  But this is not necessary for anyone.  God has provided a better way.  In 1 Corinthians 3:22, God lists some of the believer’s possessions, and says, all are yours.  Strangely enough, one of the possessions is that of death.  What a strange possession!  How can this be?  That which is considered to be man’s worst enemy becomes his possession in Christ.  Well, how do we explain this?  The death and resurrection of Christ is the answer.  Christ died for our sins, the just for the unjust.  He has removed for us the sting from death, for the sting of death is sin.  Not only has He removed the sting, He has completely changed the meaning of death for the believer.  

When I entered the Moody Bible institute as a young man to study for the ministry, Dr. James M. Gray was our president.  He used to tell of the removal of the sting from death by relating the story of a farmer friend who had been stung by a bee.  Said the farmer, “There is one thing that brings me a good deal of satisfaction: That bee will never sting another man.”  “Why?” asked his visitor, “Did you kill it?”  “No,” he replied, “Don’t you know that a bee has only one sting, and when it stings someone, it leaves the sting in him?”  
Well, death has but one sting.  That sting was forever lodged in the body of Christ when He died on the Cross.  True physical death will come to the believer, but never the sting.  So, for the follower of Christ, death is no longer the jailer of the grave, but the doorkeeper that opens the gate of paradise.  From the natural standpoint, man belongs to death; but from the faith standpoint, death belongs to man.  

I hope you’re on the Lord’s side looking at death.  If so, you should have peace.  There is no fear of death in Christ.  But if you’re not one of the Lord’s possessions, I can understand why you’re worried about the future.  You need to receive Christ; and that, right now!.

Please consider this question with me.  Is there any good in death?  Well, considering the attitude of many (even some Christians), one might almost surmise that death is a sorrowful and hopeless leap into the dark.  But for anyone trusting Christ, there are advantages in death.  On the other hand, for the unbeliever, there is nothing but eternal hell.  But the Bible states, regarding believers, Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  God does not present a gloomy outlook on death.  Death for the believer is not as some would make it . . .a kind of “shipwreck” in which all the possessions are lost and the passengers are saved by the skin of their teeth.  This is not the Bible concept of death.  Paul said, in Philippians 1:21, For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  Paul saw advantages in death that far exceeded the enjoyments of his earthly existence.  Now let’s think of some of these advantages.  We shall not have time for all of them today, but let’s start.  
Probably the greatest is: believers enter into the fullest possible life.  The life we are now living has many limitations.  This is not true, however, of life after death.  We are told by some that the will sleep after death.  Well, a careful study of the Bible reveals that death is not a state of sleep, but a state of recognition and remembrance.  It is the entry into something more wonderful than we’ve ever known before.  

On the mount of transfiguration, our Lord talked to Moses and Elijah about His decease (Luke 9:31).  The word for decease could also be translated “exodus,” the same word used to describe Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage.  The exodus is not just something lower or of less significance, but of greater and of more importance.  In writing to young Timothy, Paul uses the phrase: The time of my departure is at hand.  He had in mind his fast-approaching death.  The word departure is a nautical term used of a ship getting ready to set sail.  Paul’s idea of death is portrayed in the thought of a ship leaving the harbor to sail the sea: the purpose of her origin.  Only as she does this can she fulfill the reason for which she was built.  So, you see, we humans were created for a larger sphere than a brief, earthly existence.  We were created to spend eternity with Christ.  This is what Paul meant by gain.  This is blessedness.  This is life experienced to the fullest extent.

The second advantage of death is that the believer enters into the fullest life that can be known as he enters the eternal presence of Christ who is our life.  The Bible teaches that immediately at death the believer goes to be with the Lord.  Now let me ask, what greater gain could there be than this?  In Philippians 1:23, Paul says, I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  He is not expressing dissatisfaction over earth’s conflicts and hardships, but rather making a comparison.  His conclusion: nothing is comparable to the visible presence of Christ realized only through death.  Death is the door of entry into His glorious presence.
Now, God willing, I plan to suggest more advantages in the next message.  But right now, let’s ask (as I have asked many times on this broadcast): Are you ready to die?  (And that doesn’t mean, “Are you brave enough to die?”) Have you settled the sin account and received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  This is God’s way of salvation.  It isn’t a case of being good and doing nice things (although that ought to follow salvation).  It is realizing that when Christ shed His blood on Calvary, He shed it for your sins so that you can be saved and have the assurance that when you die you will go to be with Him.

Now, if you don’t have this assurance, you can receive it by receiving Christ.  Then let us know about your decision, and we’ll send you some free, helpful literature.

Blessed Lord, I realize that time is nothing to fool with.  You’ve declared in Your word, behold, now is the accepted time.  May some who have been putting off this important issue of salvation settle things immediately that they may be prepared for eternity.  This I ask in the name of Jesus, and for His glory.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

