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        What A Day That Will Be
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is a great day coming for everyone who is born from above; that is, everyone who has received Christ.  Even though life may be hard for you now, it won’t always be this way.  So, endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and keep looking ahead.  The best is yet to come.

When a believer dies, his body goes back to dust; but his soul goes into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ immediately.  That’s why Paul declared, in Philippians 1:21, For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  Indeed, it is gain in every sense of the word.  But in addition to entering the presence of Christ at death, the believer is forever delivered from the old Adam nature.  What a thrilling day that will be when our sinful Adam nature that has gotten us into so much difficulty is finally destroyed.  When we receive Christ, we entered into a relationship with God that placed us in a right position with Him.  But our old Adam nature remained with us.  God gave us a new nature, but the old was never banished.  In fact, a conflict began between the two that will continue until we meet Christ face to face.

Often, when we tried to do good the old nature (the flesh) opposed it and tried to resist.  We discovered, from the Scriptures, that there is victory in Christ to enable us to walk in the light as he is in the light;  but complete victory over the Adam nature is yet to be realized.  The believer’s death will make this unexcelled victory a realization.

Now there’s something else important in the death of the believer.  We shall be welcomed by all true believers.  Immediately, we shall enter a fellowship and an environment free from sin.  It’s hard to imagine a place like this, having lived here on earth for many years.  But think of it if you can.  We shall never hear another word of profanity.  There will be no more hatred, no more unkindness of any kind, no more fear, no more gossiping or backbiting.  This is hard to realize, isn’t it?  On this earth, no matter how far we have advanced in our Christian experience, regardless of how sincere our desire to walk with the Lord may have been, we must confess with Paul, Evil is present with me.  This will not always be true, for we shall enter a new society (a new fellowship) where righteousness will be inherent in every heart.  God tells us, in Revelation 21:27, And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.   You know, some people have the idea that when believers die and go to Heaven they become angels.  No human will ever be an angel.  Angels are God’s ministering spirits created by God Almighty for the specific purpose that He has outlined for them.  The Bible says (in Hebrews 12:23) that we are just men made perfect.  At death, we enter the society of Heaven and shall come to know all of the redeemed from ages past.  We shall see our loved ones again, and shall know and recognize each of them.  

Eventually, there will also be the benefits of a far better physical state.  This does not take place immediately at death, but it is made possible through death.  The body is buried and disintegrates into the soil from which it was originally created.  When Christ returns to earth, however, the body will be raise from the dead and joined with the soul – which the Bible describes as the first resurrection. The body will be changed from weakness to power, from mortality to immortality.  Paul says, in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53, We shall all be changed . . . the dead shall be raised incorruptible . . . For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  Can you imagine a body with no aches or pains, and no limitations of any kind?  Well, if you are a believer, that’s what you are going to have one of these days.  
The most wonderful thing of all, as I see it, is the fact that when the believer dies he goes to his treasure; while the unbeliever leaves his treasure.  All that was valuable to him in life must be left behind.  God says, in 1 Timothy 6:7, For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  To the believer He says, in Matthew 6:19-20, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.  Throughout life, many of us who love Christ have been storing up eternal treasures in Heaven as we sacrifice for Him and honor Him.  You can be sure that all these treasures will be awaiting you.  When the believer dies he loses nothing and gains everything.

It is a wonderful thing that God has not left us in the dark concerning our future state.  I have often heard 1 Corinthians 2:9 quoted without the tenth verse.  It shouldn’t be done this way because the two verses belong together.  They should never be separated.  The ninth verse reads: But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  The one reading or quoting usually stops here – which suggests that Heaven is a mystery and we don’t know what it’s all about.  But the Bible is clear on what Heaven is and what it is like.  Now listen to the tenth verse:  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  The Bible tells us what Heaven is like and all we need to know about it.  Everyone who knows Jesus Christ may rest with assurance and understanding because of the promises of God.  
The important question we need to consider is, Do we really know Christ?  If we don’t, and we were to die today, we wouldn’t go to Heaven.  We’d go to hell.  I am sure I know Him, for I received Him as my Savior and Lord many years ago.  Church membership won’t take anyone to Heaven.  A so-called “good” life will never get us there.  It’s Christ, who died for our sins.  It is Christ, who forgives us and delivers us from sin.  Now you can’t do that yourself and nobody can do it for you.  So if you’ve never taken Jesus into your life, I urge you at this moment to call on Him, and say, “Dear Jesus, I know you died for me, I realize I am a sinner; but at this very moment I trust You as my Savior and Lord.  By Your grace I will follow You, and do Your will.”  I guarantee you God will meet you, and you will begin a pilgrimage that will end in Heaven.

In my thinking, life is like a race.  There are three essentials.  A race must have a beginning; it must have progress; and it must have a goal.  The beginning, however vigorous and promising, is not enough.  It’s the going on that counts.  It’s the finish that spells victory.

Early in WWII, Martin Niemoeller (a Lutheran minister) was arrested by the Nazis and sent off to the concentration camp.  His father, a retired preacher, decided to re-enter the active ministry and do what he could to carry on the work of his courageous son.  He prepared and delivered a sermon that became famous.  A sermon to which he gave the subject “It depends upon the end.”  In it he told the story of Napoleon’s mother who one day said, to her emperor son, “Son, you think you are Napoleon the world conqueror; but you have an anxious mother who asks you, ‘Where will you end up? What will your outcome be?’”  Well this is a question that may well be asked of any of us – whether we are a proud Napoleon, or just plain John Smith – Where will you end up?  What will your outcome be?  Well, do you have an answer to this question?  What will your end be?  Heaven?  Or hell?  Do nothing about it, refuse to believe on Christ -- you may be sure it will be hell.  But I hope you will receive Christ, if you haven’t done so already, and make sure of Heaven.  God is ready, and I hope you are.  If you have any questions, write to us; but let’s get this settled before time passes away!  Right now, God is ready to meet you, if you’ll just lift your heart to Him, and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; but I want to be saved.”  God will save you for all eternity.

Father God, I pray for spiritual victories today as some who are listening make sure of Heaven.  Take all the praise unto Yourself in the name of Jesus, I ask.  Amen.
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