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Can We Be Sure?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
People who have come to know Christ through a new birth experience often speak of Heaven as though they are sure they are going there.  Well, is this a legitimate assumption?  Can we be sure of Heaven?  Absolutely.  There need be no doubt about it.  It you are familiar with the Bible, you will know that important fact is stated repeatedly.  Well, keep listening, for more is coming.

One night after I spoke at a summer youth camp, a young lady who had attended this camp for eight consecutive years sought out the camp director, and said, “I need to be saved.”  She went on to say, “I know all the language.  I know all about the Gospel, but I don’t really know Jesus Christ.”  What a wonderful experience she had that evening when she opened her heart to the Lord and received Jesus.  Her life was transformed.  This young lady had always gone to church.  People thought she was a Christian.  But she knew better.  Think about it.  If she had died before she made her decision, she would have gone straight to hell.  But now, praise God, she is actively engaged in the Lord’s work and on her way to Heaven.  Now some people would say, “That’s presumptuous.  How can you say she is on her way to Heaven?”  On the basis of what God says in His word.  God cannot lie, and He says, in 1 John 5:12, He that hath the Son hath life.  There are scores of other verses that say practically the same thing.  Eternal life is experienced through Jesus Christ.  The invitation is clear in the Bible.  God says, Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  It is assuring to know that in Christ we are saved and on our way to Heaven.  Thus when it comes time to die, we know where we are going.  We don’t float around in space.  We go to be with Jesus in paradise.  
Now when Jesus died and rose again, He brought about a change in the nature of death.  In 2 Timothy 1:10, Paul declares that Christ hath abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  Timothy was laboring under adverse and trying circumstances.  In his day, it was not easy being a Christian.  Many were suffering martyrdom.  Paul offered encouragement to the young evangelist by reminding him that even the possibility of death should not disturb him, for actually death is but the passageway leading into the presence of Christ.  The same consoling truth was evidenced in the home of Mary and Martha when Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  You mean Christians never die?  That’s right.  Christ abolished death.  For the true believer, death does not end life.  All it does is affect the nature (or “manner”) of life.  Death is not the end, but the gateway into real life.
Christians here on earth have never experienced real life yet.  That comes later.  According to 1 John 3:8, Christ came that he might destroy the works of the devil.  Of the various works of the devil, probably death is the chief -- for he has the power of death.  In Hebrews 2:9, we read that  Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.  He tasted death for everyone who believes on Him, and delivers us from the penalty of sin. Since death is the penalty for sin and Christ died for our sins, the believer is set free from the wages and the punishment of sin which is spiritual death (the eternal separation from God, in hell).  No matter how bitter death may seem, regardless of the consequences leading up to it, and irrespective of the hardness for those left behind, it is still a glorious triumph and victory for the believer.  It cannot harm God’s child, but merely opens the way to something far better than anything he has ever known in this present world.  

Another thing Christ’s sacrifice did was to change the abode of the souls of those who believe.  Now, in the Old Testament, the Hebrew word Sheol is used for the place all souls went after physical death.  This same place is also spoken of frequently in the Old Testament as the grave.  Sheol was composed of two divisions, one for the good and the other for the bad.  They were separated by an impassable gulf.  The compartment of Sheol where the righteous dwell was known by the Jews as Abraham’s bosom.  This is where all believers went during the Old Testament age.   In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, our Lord tells of the beggar dying and being carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom.  On the other hand, Christ relates that the rich man also died and was buried.  Well the next thing our Lord stated about the rich man is that he was tormented in hell.  The place of torment Jesus referred to here is the other compartment in Sheol, reserved for the wicked.  Thus we see, in the Old Testament there was one place for the souls of all who died, known as Sheol.  The believers went to Abraham’s bosom, while the unbelievers were sent to a place of sorrow and punishment.
The New Testament expression used to designate the abode for the souls of departed believers is paradise.  Until the death of Christ, the Old Testament believers went to paradise (or as it is known in the Old Testament, Abraham’s bosom) to await with joyful anticipation the remission of their sins through Christ’s atoning sacrifice.  Until Christ’s death, sin was only covered until He died on the Cross, at which time He atoned for sin by shedding His blood.  When He died, rose again, and ascended into Heaven, He prepared the Way for all who died as believers in Him to be with Him throughout all eternity.   So when a believer dies now, his soul goes immediately to be with Jesus Christ.  Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:8.  Absent from the body, present with the Lord.  All of this takes place in an instant.  When our eyes close on earth, the eyes of our soul open immediately in the presence of Jesus Christ.  What a glorious day that will be. 

Now you may ask, “How do you know all this?  Can you prove it?”  I certainly can.  Jesus said to the faithful believers when He was here, Because I live, ye shall live also.  Well I have followed Jesus for many years.  I have never known Him to fail in any of His promises.  I have tested hundreds of them.  But I will tell you, I am not alone.  There are millions of other believers who have done the same.  What He has said, He will do.  

Where you will go in death depends upon where you want to go.  If you want to go to hell, that will be your choice.  God will never send you there.  You will go there because you didn’t want to go to Heaven.  But if you want to go to Heaven where Jesus is, there is one qualified step for entry:  You must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin.  Now when I say believe I mean take Him into your life.  Follow Him.  Do His will.  Obey Him, and be a testimony for Him.  Now if you haven’t done this, are you willing to do it right now?  If you are, Christ is ready to enter your life.  He will change your life, but it will all be for the good.  Let Him do it, dear friend, before it’s too late. 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for this wonderful place You have prepared for all those who love You.  Help all of our listeners today to be ready – not some time in the distant future, but right now.  May they not be tempted to delay this important decision, but at this very moment, if they have never trusted in Christ for salvation, may they do it at this time.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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