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Death and Hell

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
God could make everyone honor Him and trust in His Son as Savior and Lord.  But He would never do that.  Love cannot be forced, even for God.  He invites everyone to receive His Son Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, but beyond that He will not make them come.  You see, He made salvation possible through His grace.  What more could we ask?  People are free to accept or reject God’s salvation, but the choice must be theirs.

In the closing pages of the Bible, Revelation 1:18, we have the words of the risen Christ to John the apostle.  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.  Christ’s appearance at this time was indeed a thrilling surprise for John.  Many years had transpired since the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven.  The apostle was so surprised and awe-stricken that he fell at Jesus’ feet as dead.  Christ laid his right hand on John, and said, Fear not, I am the first and the last:  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.  
There were two keys in Christ’s hand.  One was the key to hell.  This was the place of departed spirits in the unseen world.  It is the Sheol of the Old Testament or the Hades of the New Testament.  It was the place where the rich man and Lazarus went.  As I stated in my previous message, this place was composed of two compartments: one for the saved and one for the lost, uncrossable because of the dividing gulf.  Jesus used the first key to open the gates to Abraham’s bosom (or, paradise, the place for the righteous in Sheol).  And then he led the waiting throng triumphantly into Heaven where He was to dwell after His ascension.  The great host of the waiting men and women, from Adam to the Cross, were taken from Sheol and led into Heaven.  Now Paul tells us about this in Ephesians 4:8-10, where he writes, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)  Thus you see that the Lord Jesus led all believers from the captivity of the Old Testament Sheol to become captive unto Himself in paradise where the souls of all believers now go at the time of death.

The second key John saw was the key of death (or, the grave).  Looking at Revelation 20:13, we are told that the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  This key yet remains to be used.  Souls of all those who fail to trust Christ for redemption will be delivered from their present state of detention to be judged by God at the Great White Throne judgment, and then given over to the lake of fire to spend eternity in hell.  

Now there is something else we should realize about the departed believers’ present state, which is not one of completeness.  Though they are in the presence of Christ, they have not entered the fullness of blessing spoken of in the Bible.  This will not be realized until the soul is joined to the body at the time of the first resurrection.  Though these believers have passed through the material and physical into the spiritual, they still await completion when they join the recreated and refashioned body of perfection.  Paul says, in 2 Corinthians 5:4, We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.  The clothed state has to do with the soul awaiting the resurrected body in paradise.  Paul emphasizes the fact that we are looking for the clothed state when the perfect body will be one with the soul, for ever in the presence of the Lord.  This is the believer’s wonderful hope in Christ.  But though the soul is still in a state of incompleteness, it is in a condition of indefinable joy. (Of course, it couldn’t be anything else while living in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.)  Every departed believer is living with Christ, with full expectation that all the purposes of God will be accomplished.  Sin will be banished.  Satan’s works will be destroyed forever.  Death, the last enemy to be destroyed, will be banished from God’s universe.  Supreme happiness will someday be the reward of all who believe in Jesus Christ.
Now I feel constrained to pause at this point to ask this question of every listener.  If you were to die in the next five minutes, where would your soul go?  Would it be hell, or would you go to be with the Lord in Paradise?  Please be realistic about this.  It is a case of either or.  Either you will go to be with the Lord Jesus Christ because you have claimed Him as your Savior from sin, or you will go to hell which is reserved for all who neglect the Lord.  Now maybe you are one of those who says, “Well, I don’t believe God would send anybody to hell.”  He never has and He never will.  The occupants will be there because that’s there choice.  To refuse to receive Christ is to choose hell.  God doesn’t want anyone there.  It is purely their choice.  Now listen to Hebrews 2:3.  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?  Well, my dear friend, there is no escape.  Failure to believe results in endless separation from God.  I hope you won’t miss what God has provided for you in the person of His dear Son.  

Now don’t pass this off lightly because every one of us will at some time, whether sooner or late, arrive in the place of our choice, be it Paradise with Christ or hell with the wicked.

Now maybe you don’t believe in hell.  Some people do not, and many have not down through the years.  But that doesn’t change it.  It’s still there.  Don’t make the worst mistake anyone could ever make; and, that is, to spend eternity in hell when you could just as easily spend it with Christ in Paradise.  Well get the picture in your mind:  God did not send His Son into the world to die on a cross for amusement purposes.  This is serious business.  God sent His Son to die on a cross to provide redemption for every human.  My! what a price He paid.  He did it for you.  He did it for me.  As we pray together today, I will pray and then I hope you will.  And if things have not yet been settled with God, get them settled right now.

Heavenly Father, my heart goes out to some who have listened to my voice, who have not yet made their decision for Christ.  May they not allow anything to interfere, but at this very moment say, “Yes, Lord, I want you to become my Savior and my Lord; and I trust You for salvation.”  O God, I pray that many will make this commitment to you today, for I ask in that Name which is above every name, even the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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