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The Bible is very clear on the subject of death.  If you have questions, most all of them can be answered from the Bible.  That is our special purpose in these eight messages I am giving on the subject.  No believer need ever fear death and the future.  But without Christ, of course, there is every reason to fear.  Stay with us today as we think about the resurrected body.

How often I have met people who think when a body is placed in the grave it will never be seen again.  But that just isn’t true.  Listen carefully as I read from John’s Gospel, where we have the words of Christ recorded in John 5:28-29, Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.  Everyone who has ever died will someday be resurrected from the grave.  The body will be raised.  

Now there are two resurrections taught in the Bible: one for believers, and one for unbelievers.  These resurrections will take place at the end of the age and will be separated by a period of about a thousand years.  Though the soul of deceased believers is in Heaven with Christ, the fullness of blessing will not be known until the resurrected body is united with the soul.  Now the question arises: What kind of body will the resurrection body be?  Will the body of the believer be raised from the dead in the weakened and maimed condition, or will it be restored to the vitality and strength of youth?  Or will God in His creative power provide an altogether new body, unknown to the individual before?  These are questions of importance and should be answered.  Well, let’s go to the word of God and see what He has said.  
The Scriptures teach that there will be a marvelous transformation from the body that lived on earth to the resurrection body.  This is necessary, for the body of sin and weakness could never find joy in a Heaven of holiness and perfection.  One thing is clear however: though the body will undergo definite changes, it will not lose its identity.  We shall not be any less of a person in the resurrection than we were on earth.  Whatever changes transpire, it will still be the body in which we lived, worked, rejoiced, sorrowed, and finally died.  Now can we be absolutely sure of this?  Yes, we can.  There is clear cut spiritual evidence to prove it.  In 1 Corinthians 15:20 we read, Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  Throughout the New Testament, “sleep” is a term used to describe death.  Thus Christ is the firstfruits of them that are dead (this means He is a representation of what those that follow shall be).  

Now what kind of body did He have after His resurrection?  Was it the same as the one that was placed in Joseph’s tomb and sealed by the Roman government?  Why were those who crucified Christ so concerned about the securing and the guarding of the tomb?  Was it not Christ’s body?  Every precaution was taken.  Every possible means was used to be certain that He would not escape from the grave.  But in spite of all that was done to keep Christ in the tomb, in three days He appeared to His disciples in His same body.  The disciples thought they were seeing things.  But, no, it was Jesus.  He convinced them that He was the same one who had been placed in the tomb by saying, Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.  To Thomas the doubter, He said, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.   Thomas responded to our Lord’s invitation, and shouted, My Lord and my God.   He realized that this was the very body that had been crucified and buried.  Thus it is certain from these evidences (and there are many more) that Christ became the firstfruits of them that slept.  As the result of His resurrection, the body of every believer will likewise be raised unto eternal life.

Now another question: Will there be any noticeable difference between the present body and the resurrection body?  Most definitely so.  Identity does not require that the body be raised from the dead as it was buried.  Such a prospect for the future would offer little hope if we were merely raised as we died.  The crippled, the deformed, the deaf, the aged, would all have little to anticipate.  We shall have the same body, but not as it is not.  Realize that God did not create man’s body with all the present defects.  When Adam came from the hand of the Creator, he was perfect.  He was not tainted by the marks of sin which have befallen all of us as a result of Adam’s willful disobedience.  All the weaknesses and defects in our bodies today are the result of sin.  When Christ died on the Cross, the redemption He provided did not merely concern the soul, but the body.  This will not be fully understood and realized until the resurrection, when the believer’s body will be raised in corruptible.

Paul writes, in Romans 8:22-23, For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now . . . even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  The heart of man cries out for something better than he has now in his sore and aching body.  This will be realized at the resurrection of the just, when God will restore His own to a body of perfection -- no longer dominated by the laws of sin, but perfectly conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  

I hope you will be in that resurrection.  If you have Christ as your Savior and Lord, you will be.  There is no doubt about it.  But if you have never received the Lord Jesus Christ, you’re headed for the resurrection of unbelievers, and that will be a sorrowful experience; for it ends in eternal judgment.  Christ will receive you at this moment, if you are ready to turn to Him.  His sacrifice on the Cross was for your sins – every one of them – past, present, and future.  He will forgive you of all your sin, if only you will repent (and that means “turn from sin to follow Him”).  Your past life may have been horrible.  But God’s grace is sufficient.  That’s why I urge you at this moment, if you never have, to call on God.  Tell Him you’re sorry for your sins and that you want to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord.  He will hear that prayer.  And, then, I urge you, too, to find a good Bible-teaching church and attend faithfully.  Read your Bible every day.  Spend time in prayer.   And then, too, if you’ll send us a note, we’ll mail you some material that will be extremely helpful at a time like this.  There is no charge for this material.  So I hope you get in touch with us and tell us about your decision.
Blessed Lord, I praise You for all those who made that important decision today.  We can’t see them, but You can.  And it is my prayer that You will guide and lead them onward in the Christian experience.  Help them to mature in the faith, as they follow You and seek to do Your blessed will.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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