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       We Shall Be Like Him

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are many people who would like to be sure that when they die they would go to heaven.  They are doing their best to practice their own self-devised code of ethics with sincerity.  But as sincere as they appear to be, it will avail them nothing; for the assurance of Heaven is not based on our plan, but God’s plan.  God’s plan concerns the message of the Cross.  There is no other way.  

What kind of body will the believer have when he is resurrected from the grave?  Well, the word of God assures us beyond a shadow of a doubt that our bodies will be a perfect likeness to the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is stated clearly in Philippians 3:20-21, For our conversation (and the word is really “citizenship”)is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body (that is, our body of humiliation), that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.  Now, what do we know about the glorious body of our Lord Jesus Christ which the disciples saw ascend into Heaven?  First, we know it is visible.  Christ is not a spirit as some might think.  He has a body of flesh and bones.  You remember He spent forty days on the earth before His ascension.  His disciples and others had the opportunity of examining His body carefully.  It was doubting Thomas (you may recall) who, when he saw Jesus in the flesh after the resurrection, cried out, My Lord and my God.  As far as I know, there is no record of anyone who saw Jesus and examined Him who denied the fact of His being a body of flesh and bones. After Christ ascended, we are told (in Acts 7) that while the faithful Stephen was being stoned to death he was heard to say, Behold I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.  Both Paul and John saw the body of Christ after His ascension.  Thus, since all believers are to have a body like Christ’s, we know that these bodies shall be visible.

Now another important fact about the resurrected body is that it is not only visible, but real.  It is not a mystical or spiritualized body created for the occasion.  It is a very real body.  You will recall that our Lord ate food with the disciples in His resurrected body.  Now this does not necessarily mean that the resurrection body must be nourished with food and drink.  Christ was merely demonstrating to His disciples in another way that His body was the same one – a very real body.  Thus you may conclude that the resurrection body will be just as real as the one believers now possess.

Third, it was a glorified body.  In the first chapter of the book of the Revelation, verses 13-16, John gives a descriptive account of the appearance of Christ in His glorified body.  The apostle John (who had been banished to the isle of Patmos) describes our Lord clothed with a garment down to the foot and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.  And he had in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.  John gives us an insight into something of the beauty and the glory that shall clothe our resurrected body.
Now if Jesus Christ is your Savior and Lord, my friends, you have much to look forward to.  Death for the believer is not plunging into a hopeless abyss.  It is a time of waiting in the grave until that great day when our Lord descends from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God: and the dead shall be raised first.  At that moment, we shall be raised in His spiritual and physical image.  We shall be like Christ.  My! what a blessed hope this is.  Maybe you don’t have this hope because you have never claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord.  

Let me tell you about a preacher who was speaking about the Resurrection of Christ in his Sunday morning sermon.  He related that he had been telling the story of the Crucifixion to his four-year old son.  As he went on with the story, the little fellow looked up with a sad expression on his face, and said, “Did Jesus die then, daddy?”  “Yes,” said the father, “He died on the Cross.”  “Ohh,” said the boy, “now He can’t love me.”  Well, the father proceeded in telling his congregation, “How I realized the value of the Resurrection at that moment!  And what a joy it was to be able to tell my son He can love us now because He rose again from the dead on the third day.  He lives and loves now and forever.”  
And that’s my message for you today.  If you have never received Jesus into your life, now is the time because He lives and loves now and forever.  Don’t delay, for that will not make matters better (in all probability, they will get worse).  One thing is sure: you will be no better than you are right now because it is Christ who enters our lives and changes them for the better.  One thing He does is to remove the fear of dying.  Before I became a Christian, I was extremely fearful of dying because I knew where I would go.  I wouldn’t go to be with the Lord like Christians do; I would have gone to hell and suffered eternal punishment throughout eternity.  That’s why I’m on the air speaking to you.  I don’t want this to happen to you either.  Thus I beseech you to take God at His word, believe on His Son, and turn from your evil ways.  He will give you the strength to do just that.
The renowned evangelist D. L. Moody used to tell the story about the boy who quarreled with his father and finally left home and went to another city.  The mother pled with the father to be reconciled to the boy.  She wrote to her son to come home and to be reconciled to his father.  But both the father and the boy refused to be reconciled.  One day, the boy got a letter saying that his mother was sick.  Soon after, he received a telegram telling him he had better come, for his mother was very sick.  Shortly after, he received another telegram saying ‘Come home at once, your mother is dying.”  The boy went home as quickly as possible.  He stood on one side of his mother’s bed while the father stood on the other.  Between the boy and the father lay the dying mother.  The son and the father would not speak.  With a voice weakened by her illness, the mother pled with the two to be reconciled.  And when she was so weak that she could hardly talk, she took the right hand of the father and the right hand of the boy and put them together.  The father looked at the boy, and said, “My son.”  The boy looked up, and said, “Father.”  Right then and there, they were reconciled by the death of the mother.  
Well this is truly the message of the Cross.  We are reconciled to God by the death of His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Our hand is placed in God’s hand over the Cross of the dying Son.  This is God’s way of salvation.  If you have never come this way, I hope you will right now.  God is ready and waiting.  Come to Him, dear friend.  You will never be sorry.

Blessed Lord, I thank You that Christ lives and I know because He lives we shall live also.  Death for the believer is the passage way into an eternity of peace and blessing with Christ and our loved ones.  May some enter into this confidence today.  For I pray in the Blessed Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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