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Higher Someday

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
In our series of messages on death, I have sought to point out though death still has its unpleasant stain, it is not the horrible enemy that is often associated with it.  Through Christ, we can be delivered from the pain and agony of death as we look to the beauty of our future and the consolation of an eternity with Christ.
Today, we conclude our series on the subject of death.  As I have already said, this is the subject that is often avoided as much as possible by many people.  But, of course, when we know the Lord Jesus Christ, there need be no fear of death; for we know where we are going, and we know there will be an instant transformation from the natural body to the resurrected body into which we shall live forever.  Now please listen carefully as I read three verses of Scripture that tell us about this miraculous change (found in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44).   So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:  It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.  

Now the first thing we notice here is the contrast between corruption and incorruption.  Sickness and disease is forever at work in our present body, the body of corruption.  After some years, old age takes its toll (if we live that long).  The resurrected body will not know any of these faulty limitations.  It will never have aches and pains.  The eyes will always be bright and sparkling and our teeth will be perfect.  It will never grow old, and it will never die.  What a contrast this is to the tottering, limited body in which we are now living.

Next we see the contrast between dishonor and glory.  It is difficult for us to think of our present body as being one of dishonor, yet in contrast to the glory we shall someday possess in Christ, that’s what it is.  We are proud of our present body, yet really there’s nothing to be proud about.  We have to keep patching it up to keep it living.   Then, after a few brief years, patching will no longer help and we will die.  

Paul also contrasts weakness and power in our scripture portion.  Man makes unusual achievements through his physical strength.  We see young people excelling in football, basketball, baseball, track, soccer, and numerous other sports.  Weight lifters and wrestlers are able to lift hundreds and hundreds of pounds.  But this doesn’t last forever.  No matter how strong a person may be, as time passes he grows weaker (and, in a few more years, weaker still).  Eventually, in many cases, he is not even able to feed himself or care for himself.  The desire of all of us as we get older is that we shall not be a burden to anyone.  But, in spite of it, if we live long enough we become burdens -- our strength vanishes -- but when the believer takes his last breath, the situation changes immediately as he is motivated by God’s all mighty power.

There is also the contrast of the natural and the spiritual.  The Holy Spirit dwells in us as believers.  Because of His presence, Christians have “new life.”  We are spiritual people.  But because of the limitations of the flesh and our indwelling, sinful desires, the work of the Holy Spirit is often limited within us.  But that will be changed immediately when we rise from the dead, for we shall have a spiritual body that no longer is hindered by sin; but is under the complete control of the Spirit of God.  We shall be like Christ.  My! what a beautiful future we have.  Some of us have been saved ten, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60 (or more) years, and we praise God for all the blessings and privileges we have enjoyed because of God’s marvelous grace.  But, I’ll tell you, we haven’t seen anything yet.  The best is yet to come.  What we have experienced on earth is but a foretaste of all that we shall know throughout eternity.  Death doesn’t end it all.  Death is but a new beginning, a better beginning, a perfect beginning.  

Well, in light of all these changes that will take place from the natural body to the spiritual, will this change our personalities and our appearance?  Probably not.  It does not appear that we will lose our identity or individuality.  It would seem that each one of us would be clothed with a body peculiar to our own personalities through which we shall express ourselves.  In other words, the individuality that distinguishes God’s people now will also characterize them in glory.  For, after all, we should realize that even our personalities are God-given.  Presently, they are marred by sin; but think what they will be when perfected by Christ.

It was a beautiful, clear day in Kansas City, Missouri.  The year was 1924 and Herbert Buffum, an itinerate preacher and singer was walking along Main Street enjoying himself when he was attracted by the faint whirr of an engine.  As he stopped and listened, he reasoned that it has to be coming from the sky above.  When, as his eyes searched, they eventually focused on a small plane flying among the fleecy clouds in the great expanse of the blue heavens.  It was flying so high that he could hardly see it.  It was for this reason that Buffum hardly heard the whirr of its engine.  As he stood enthralled at the sight (for flying was then in its infancy), his eyes began suddenly to search deeper and deeper into the depths of the wide, blue expanse.  He mused, “It must be wonderful to fly that high.”  He became so engrossed with the scene and his thoughts that he became unaware of the people and noise about him.  With a start, he awoke from his daydreaming, for it seemed that the faint whirr of the engine had become a loud audible voice saying, “Herbert Buffum, you’re going higher someday.”  It was with this experience well-worn upon his memory that he wrote the Gospel hymn “I’m Going Higher Someday.”  Listen to the chorus.

I’m going higher, yes higher someday;
I’m going higher to stay;
Over the clouds and beyond the blue sky, 

To be with Jesus forever on high;
Loved ones I’ll meet in that sweet by and by;
I’m going higher someday

And so are you, dear friend, if you’re in Jesus Christ.   But remember, anyone who expects to go “higher someday” needs to be born again here and now.  And that, of course, means to be born from above by the power of God to receive a new nature through the Spirit of God; and it all takes place the very moment we call on Jesus Christ and claim Him as our Savior and Lord.  He went to the Cross and paid the price for our sins.  We couldn’t pay such a price, for if we died, we would be dead.  He died and rose again that we might live for Him.  
I urge you to come to Him now, if you never have.  He loves you so much.  The very fact that He died for you proves this.  So, don’t delay!  Respond to His grace and goodness as we pray together.  And after you make your decision, please let me know about it and I’ll send you some helpful literature.  You’ll need this literature, I am sure.  Write for it.  It’s all free. 
Our Father, I thank You for what Christ has done for us.  We are so unworthy, but we know Your grace and mercy is not based upon our worthiness.  It is all because of Your great love.  Help no one to spurn the truth today, for in Christ we have within us the absolute assurance that when we pass from this live we shall enter Your Presence for ever.  I pray this in our Savior’s Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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