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     The Life-Changing Book

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
We have a large library in the city where I live and I am amazed at the number of volumes of books available for public use on just about any subject whatever; but I have (and many others have, as well) a book that excels all the others.  This book has changed innumerable lives for centuries.  Years ago, it changed my life; and I hope it has changed your life.

Many years ago, Dr. C. I. Scoffield wrote the following tribute to the Bible.  He said, “If all the books in the world except the Bible were destroyed, this book alone could make humanity wise unto salvation, could reveal the only true God in Jesus Christ His Son, could teach all the fundamental truths concerning this universe, its Maker and purpose; could give the broad outlines of human history, and reveal human destiny, teaching also every secret of happy and fruitful living.”  Well this is a wonderful tribute to the Bible; but as wonderful as it is, it only begins to describe the greatness of this unusual book.  
Consider what God has said about the Bible, as recorded in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, where we read, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  Notice, first of all, that God tells us all scripture came from Him.  In other words, all that was recorded in the original manuscripts is from God.  For this reason, the Bible which is translated from the original manuscripts can rightfully be called the Word of God.  In fact, the Bible is the only written revelation God has given of Himself, His purposes, and His plans.

But, you may ask, “How do we know this to be true?”  How can we be sure the Bible is the Word of God?  Well, there are many ways.  Let me give just a few.  The word of God was recorded by more than 40 different writers over a period of about 1600 years.  These men represented every class of society and every grade of culture.  They were poets, princes, fishermen, herdsmen, doctors, and musicians.  Some were poor; others were rich.  Some were learned, while others were uneducated.  They were, for the most part, unacquainted with one another and with each other’s writings.  There was no collusion among them, but each wrote without consulting any of the others.  Hundreds of years elapsed between the writing of some of the books.  Yet, the amazing thing about the Bible is this.  There are absolutely no contradictions of any kind whatsoever.  Now where could you get 40 men of any walk of life to agree on any one subject today?  
More than this, you will find in reading the Bible from Genesis to Revelation that there is one grand theme preeminent throughout the book:  Redemption through the grace of Almighty God.  In the Old Testament, Jesus Christ is recognized in promise.  In the New Testament, He is realized in possession.  The Bible presents one great story.  It is not the story of the sun, the moon, the stars . . .  It is not the story of the creation of the world.  As someone has said, “The Bible is not written to teach us how the heavens go, but how to go to Heaven.”  It is the story of the Son of God coming into the world to save us from our sins.  It tells the story of the crucified, buried, resurrected, ascended, coming again Redeemer: Christ Jesus.  

Now, until one receives the Savior into his heart and life, the Bible is meaningless.  The pages are blank.  There can be no understanding of this inspired Book until we know the Author who wrote it.  I well recall, while I was a student in college, using a certain text book for one of my classes.  It was one of the most confusing books I ever studied.  The author’s statements seemed to be so ambiguous.  I found it difficult trying to understand and grasp what he sought to express.  Well, praise God, the Bible is not like this.  If we have believed on Jesus Christ, the Author is always with us to unfold the Scriptures to our hearts.  We read in Proverbs 2:6, For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.  God illumines the eyes of the earnest saint who desires to know the word of God.

Well we are told, further, that all Scripture is profitable for doctrine.  Notice that God says all scripture is profitable, and all scripture is inspired.  There are some who take parts of the Bible and say, “This is God’s word,” but they exclude other parts of the Bible.  Either it is all the word of God or none of it is.  Our Lord assures us that it is all His word, and it is all profitable.  This is why every believer ought to read the entire Bible through and through, time and time again.  Some of us have selected portions we read repeatedly.  But I am sure God would have us read the entire Bible systematically, year after year.  By reading three chapters a day, and five on Sunday, the Bible can be read through once a year.  I have sought to read the Bible through at least once a year for many years.  What a blessing it has been to me.  

We also read that all Scripture is profitable for reproof.  Sometimes God’s people are proud at heart.  As we study the Bible, we see ourselves as we really are.  We are convicted of sin and our shortcomings.  We need the daily reproof and rebuke of God’s truth.  Without the Bible, we have no conception of sin or what sin does to us.  As we daily peruse the pages of Holy Writ, we are brought to our knees in humble penitence and confession to God.  I suppose it is for this very reason that many people have no time for the Bible.  They know it reproves.  It makes them uncomfortable as they read.  Thus they ignore it altogether.

Well, my friend, I hope you’re taking the time you should to read and study God’s word.  The Bible is of little value as long as it is closed.  It must be opened and read to reap the benefits.  As we go to the Word, asking God’s blessing on it, the treasures to be received in reading it are unlimited.  So take time for God’s word.  Now, just one more thing –

The Bible tells us about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  It tells us, if we trust Him as Savior and Lord, we can be saved.  Have you trusted Him?  If you have, I’m sure you have discovered the joy of living.  If you have not, you are missing so much.  Trust Him, dear friend.  It is my advice to you right now. Trust Him as your Savior and Lord.  He is ready to receive you, if you are ready to turn to Him (and I hope you are).
Blessed God, I thank You that You have given us this wonderful book that means so much to us. The way through life becomes extremely dark at times, but Your Word gives the light we need.  Thank You, Lord.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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