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     The Grave is Not the End
          
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I find that there are some people who are extremely fearful of death.  They won’t even talk about it.  It must be terrible to try to live with a fear like this – especially when it isn’t necessary.  I think if these people were to really know what follows death and what could be done about it, their fear could be banished.  It happened in my life, and I know it could happen for anyone.

Has one of your dearest loved ones been swept from you in the cold and sullen stream of death?  Regardless of the direction in which you turn, you seem to find no satisfying peace or comfort.  Be assured, God is sufficient for your need.  You must trust and believe Him implicitly. 

Sometimes when loved ones depart it seems as though our heart will break with grief.  The separation, the loneliness, the bitter anguish of it all, flood the soul with sorrow upon sorrow.   But if you have received the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, you need not sorrow as those who have no hope.  In Revelation 14:13, we read, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.    The word blessed, as it is used here, means “happy.”  On this earth, the believer in Christ learns just a little of what happiness is; but not until he dies does he enter into the fullness of its meaning.  Only then does he find happiness in its fullest sense.  Unhindered by the cares and anxieties of this life, the child of God enters into the supreme joy that the God of infinite love has provided for the objects of His affection. 

Revelation 14:13 makes it clear that the only ones who experience this happiness are those who die in the Lord.  This happiness is not necessarily promised to the survivors, those who are left to mourn.  This ultimate bliss is for God’s people who die.  God does, however, promise comfort for the living; but is it not true that the greatest comfort anyone can have is the fact that our saved loved ones are with the Lord and being cared for by Him?  If we know they are happy, this should provide us with happiness in the midst of our sorrow.  Would any of us want to withhold our loved ones from being with Christ – knowing that in His Presence they are supremely happy?  When one dies in Christ, all the perplexities and problems of life are superseded by the happiness which God has promised to them that love Him.  All of suffering ceases for ever.  We are told, in Revelation 21:4 that God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be anymore pain: for the former things are passed away.   
In a severe battle, a soldier was just able to crawl to his tent after being wounded.  When found, he was lying downward on his face, his open Bible before him, his hand glued fast to the page by his lifeblood which covered it.  As the hand was lifted, these words were clearly traced upon it.  I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  With this ever-living promise on his hand, he was laid in a soldier’s grave.  
It would seem that this young soldier was a follower of Christ.  If he was, death was not the end, but the beginning of a life of blessing and unending joy.  How marvelous is the assurance God gives that Whosoever believes on Christ has a soul that will never die.  Of course, eternal happiness is not the case for those who die without the Lord.  If one has not received Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord, God’s word makes it clear that when he dies, he enters into punishment and sorrow.  There is no promise of happiness, but only endless suffering and anguish.  God says, in Revelation 21:8, But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murders, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  I have met some people who refuse to entertain the thought of a literal hell, yet the Bible teaches it.  There are also those who claim the hope of heaven, but reject the truth of hell.  Listen, if there is no hell, there is no heaven.  The Bible declares that there is both.  God makes it very clear that one goes to heaven because he has received Christ into his life.  He goes to hell not because of how he lived or what he did, but because he has not received Christ who provides eternal salvation.

We also see, from Revelation 14:13, that heaven is a place of rest for the believer.  In His gracious invitation, our Lord said (in Matthew 11:28),Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  As wonderful as this rest is, when we believe on Christ we do not enter into the full understanding of it until we meet Christ in Heaven.  
A bed-ridden saint, who trusted the Lord to the end, gave this beautiful testimony two days before her home-going.  “I know when I go to Jesus, He will give me rest.”  Well this is absolutely true.  At conversion, the Savior gives immediate rest to the soul that is burdened with sin, but in the next life, He gives rest in the fullest sense of the word.  Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, that they may rest from their labours.  Rest, peace, and quietness are ours in Christ now; but the best is yet to come.  There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God.  For the believer in Christ, death is not the horrible experience that one would imagine.  It is not the end of everything good and beautiful.  Actually, it is the beginning of everything good and beautiful.  The Christian really begins to live when he dies.  What an exciting future awaits all those who love Jesus. 
Do you love Him?  Have you received Him into your life?  If not, I hope you will do so; for there is no way of entry into Heaven other than through believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Do it right now, if you never have – for God loves you and He wants to save you.

Father, I bear up to you today all those who are sorrowing and grieving because of the death of a loved one.  We understand that death is very real.  It is not a dream.  We cannot escape dying.  But You have promised peace, Lord Jesus.  I pray that You will give each sorrowful heart the peace that You have promised in Your Word.  And for those who need the peace of God within, at this very moment may they come to Christ, I ask.  In the Savior’s Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

