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Are You Faultless?
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you ever talk about other people and their faults?  If you do, let me ask, do you have any faults of your own?  Well, I know the answer to that question.  Certainly you do.  We all do.  No matter how hard we try, we still have faults.  Well, with that in mind, let’s think about working on our own faults and doing what we can to help other people.  
There is a verse of Scripture in the Old Testament that sounds a warning signal loud and clear.  It’s found in Leviticus 19:16, where God says, Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour:  I am the LORD.  Now, as far as some believers are concerned, it almost seems that criticism is their favorite pastime.  They have been doing it for so long that they rarely realize their guilt.  

Criticism is easy because it requires so little.  One need not be intelligent to criticize.  He needs no special preparation.  All he needs is a listener and he’s ready to go.  Rarely is the criticizer aware of the fact that not only is he inflicting injury on his brother or sister in Christ, he is harming his own testimony and curtailing his spiritual growth.  Probably, there is no malady to which the believer is more susceptible and which is more detrimental to his effectiveness for Christ than a critical spirit.  Many once happy, Spirit-filled Christians have found their spiritual vitality drained and their joy and usefulness limited as a result of falling into this subtle snare of Satan.

They are like God’s ancient people in the wilderness who murmured against God and his faithful servants Moses and Aaron; who criticized God’s will and God’s way; who found fault with God’s plan and God’s provision; who were dissatisfied with themselves and everyone else.  Somebody has said, “If you can’t help, don’t hinder.”   Criticism is always a hindrance to the work of God.  Though one may have a feeling of accomplishment when he has criticized another, in the eyes of the Lord he has failed.  
The unsaved son of Christian parents had been involved in a serious car accident.  Over the weeks, he improved slowly but steadily until one day there was a sudden turn for the worse.  Repeatedly, the mother had sought to get permission from her son to have her pastor call; but, each time, he refused.  He had never met the pastor, and had no interest in seeing him.  But as the son grew weaker, and with his parents standing by his bedside, his mother made one more appeal, saying, “Son, would it be alright if we had our Pastor come to talk with you?”  Slowly, the boy turned in the direction of his mother, and said, “From time to time, I have heard you and dad say some very unpleasant things about that man.  If he is as bad as you have said he is, I don’t ever want to see him.”  Shortly after, this boy went into eternity without Jesus Christ.  Thoughtlessly, the parents had poisoned the mind of their unbelieving son by their criticisms.  

If there were some way we could analyze the results and affects of our criticisms before the damage is done, possibly it would help us to lay this evil aside forever.  God presents a serious charge to the criticizer in Romans 2:1, where He says, Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.  When we judge other people, God says we bring guilt on ourselves because we do the same things.  Now this does not necessarily mean that we do the identical things for which we are criticizing others; but, rather, that we have things in our own lives that could be criticized as well.  Since we are not perfect, we are not in a position to criticize others.  
Homeowners in an affluent subdivision had circulated a petition.  After acquiring a long list of signers, they took it to the police department and requested the police to curb speeding in their subdivision.  A few nights later, the police were on the job.  Within minutes they had ticketed five speeders.  And, guess what?  The names of all five appeared on the petition.  Now these people could readily see the evil of reckless speeding on the part of others, but failed to discern it in themselves.  They condemned others for being violators of the law, while excusing themselves.  
Well let’s not be too hard on our Christian brothers and sisters.  We don’t know what causes them to do the things they do.  They may have reasons that would surprise us if we knew.  The right way to use criticism is to criticize our own heart and life before God.  Pray frequently:  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  Ask the Lord to reveal your shortcomings; and then, with sincerity, seek grace to overcome them.  If you are disturbed by the way others are doing things, let them see how it should be done.  Help them to learn by observing your life, not by criticism.  

Maybe there are things in your life that should be confessed to the Lord at this moment.  It could be that the lives of some of your friends and loved ones have been hurt because of your criticisms.  This has resulted in a spiritual barrenness in your life, while leaving you empty and powerless.  If you will confess to the Lord, He will forgive you.  Your critical tongue might also be the index to a greater problem in your life:  your need to be saved.  If you have never sincerely received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I hope you’ll do it right now.  Christ will forgive you of all the past.  He will enter your life and change you.  O friend, let Him do it as you call upon Him and receive Him as your Savior and Lord.

Heavenly Father, help each of us to deal with the evil of criticism in our own life.  We are not authorities.  We have not been appointed to destroy the body of Christ.  We are called to edify the body.  Cleanse our hearts and our lips.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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