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The Helper is Ready
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are you finding life difficult these days?  Many people are.  Well, I hope you know there’s help available, or should I say “there is a Helper available.”  In fact, He wants to help you.  There’s only one requisite:  you must submit to Him, and give Him the right of way.  I hope you are willing.

There is a Gospel tract that tells of a little child who locked the bathroom door and wouldn’t come out.  “Open the door, dear!” called out mother.  But the five year old girl on the other side of the door refused to open it.  For two hours, the mother stood there pleading with her child who had locked herself in; but the little girl stubbornly refused to open the door.  Finally, the mother called the Fire Department.  One of the firemen soon persuaded the child to open the door when he promised her a ride on the big, red fire truck.  Well, some of us have known of similar childish pranks.  They can be awfully disturbing to a parent, can’t they?  But isn’t it strange that many adults act in almost the same way as this child when it comes to spiritual things.  They deliberately lock the door of their heart and shut out the very best friend they could ever know.  Now you may be one of these people.  Christ loves you, friend.  He loves you even more than your mother loves you.  He proved His love by doing something no one else would or ever could do for you.  He laid down His life on the Cross.  He did not die for Himself.  He died for you.  He died because you are a sinner, and He knew you could not possibly save yourself.

Isaiah 53:6 says, All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him (that is, on Christ)the iniquity of us all.  We have strayed far from the moral law of God.  We have broken this law by willful choice.  But there is forgiveness because Christ bore all of our sin.  Perhaps you will say (as some have), “I realize that I have sinned (I would be awfully foolish to deny that), but why must I believe on Christ?  Can’t I just do the best I can and live a good life?  Will that not be sufficient?”  Well, even if you do, you still have all the wrongs of the old life to contend with.  You are still marred by sin.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the Cross can cover your sin.  
Now, how do we know this?  Well, the word of God tells us so.  We have a book, you see – the Bible – that has been tried and tested.  The Book has proved itself to be the eternal word of God.  Men have sought to question it, but without success.  It still stands as the eternal word of God.  God says, in the Book (in Matthew 24:35), Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  Thus if you are to be saved and delivered from your sins, you must come the way presented in the word of God.  
For example, let’s suppose we are standing looking at the stars on a lovely clear night.  I have a telescope, while you’re looking at the stars with your naked eye.  I invite you to look through my telescope, but you say, “I can see better without it.”  Well that’s where you’re wrong.  You could see more in a minute or two through the telescope than you could see in years to come with your naked eye.  People react to the word of God in a similar way.  They say, “Must I narrow down to that?  Why must I be saved the way the Bible says?”  For the simple reason that as man has developed the telescope to examine the stars, God has given us His word (the Bible) whereby we may see Him.  

The Bible tells us about God’s great plan of salvation.  It tells us how Christ came into the world to be born of a virgin . . . how He grew in wisdom and stature . . . how He went about doing good (healing all types of sicknesses; proving Himself to be the Son of God).  Finally, He went to the Cross, and there He died for you and me.  Christ did not remain in the tomb after He was buried.  He rose again.  He ascended into Heaven.  And He lives today.  He is interceding for God’s people at this very moment.  He desires that you turn to Him and believe on Him and receive everlasting life through Him.  If you were to trust in Christ, this would be the greatest step you will ever take in life.  

I am reminded of the testimony of Don Mumall, who at one time was an outstanding All-American football player.  He tells of being in the mammoth coliseum in Los Angeles with over 100,000 enthusiastic fans looking on.  Let me give you his own words:

Little did I realize, as this biggest of annual classics got underway, that I was about to have the greatest thrill of my life.  Toward the end of the game, time was running out.  The score was tied.  The 60 million fans across the United States were huddling closer to their television sets.  Then, from somewhere out of the blue came the pigskin into my waiting arms.  As I hustled across that goal line, the assurance swept over me that I had finally found what I had been seeking.  This was it!  This was the answer.   Yes, I knew beyond a shadow that this was the greatest thrill I had ever experienced. Well, the next day, I went to church with Bill Bright.  After church, we had a very heart-searching discussion.  I saw, for the first time in my life, that becoming a Christian was more than turning over a new leaf – it was receiving a new life.  That day, I gave my heart and soul to Jesus Christ as Savior and Master of my life.  This decision far surpasses any touchdown or other superficial thrill that I ever experienced on or off the grid iron.  

Well, here was a man who reached the peak of what he thought to be the highest goal for a young athlete; and, yet, that was minor in comparison to the thrill of receiving the Son of God into his life.  What Don Mumall has said has been true of many tens of thousands.  Indeed, it bears out the words of the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17, where he says, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.    Think of it:  all things are become new.  Wouldn’t you like to begin all over again?  Perhaps you have made many mistakes.  You may have failed along the way.  Praise God, it could be a new beginning for you today.  Christ wants to save you and give you everlasting life.  At this moment, I urge you to make your decision for Christ.  

In Deuteronomy 30:19, we read these words, I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.  What God’s servant said in these words (many, many years ago), the Holy Spirit is saying to you at this moment:  I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing.  Therefore choose life.  If you are willing to choose Christ, you will choose life and you will have life: real life, eternal life.  My friend, if you have never trusted in Him, I hope you will as we pray together.

Dear God, there are countless numbers of people listening – many who have never had a real heart experience with you.  May they turn from everything else to the living God and believe on Your Beloved Son, and know the joy of salvation.  This I pray in Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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