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      Don’t Limit The Power
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are so many gifted people in our churches these days. It is amazing that with all this ability there isn’t more being accomplished for the Lord.  What do you think the problem is?  Well, I’ll tell you what I think it is: a lack of God’s power.  And there is a lack of God’s power simply because many of us are not willing to surrender to the control of Jesus Christ.

One summer, excessive heat and humidity brought electrical power cutbacks throughout five middle-Atlantic states and the District of Columbia.  In mountainous areas, how often electric power has been cut off because of trees falling on the lines or from excessive ice and snow.  Most of us have become so accustomed to electric power in our homes (as well as the running of elevators and large industrial equipment) that we feel awfully inconvenienced if suddenly we are denied electric power.  Regardless as to whether we may always have electric power enough, however, how wonderful for the Christian to know that there will never be any cutback of spiritual power.  

Listen to the word of God.  Jesus said (in Matthew 28:18), All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth;  Romans 1:16, The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;  1 Peter 1:5, We are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time; Ephesians 3:20, He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us; Colossians 1:11, He is also able to strengthen us with all might, according to this glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.  There are no limits to the power of Christ.  But to be effective in this world of sin and degradation, this power must be in your life and mine.  Only as we let Christ have complete control can we experience His power.  
While I was staying in a motel while in special meetings, I turned on the television one night and waited several minutes but there was no sound, nor any picture.  I tried the plug in the wall.  Everything seemed in order.  I phoned the girl at the desk, and informed here that the television was not working.  She said, “Did you flip the switch on the wall?”  I looked on the wall, and there was a special switch for the television.  I flipped that switch and the problem was cared for immediately. But, prior to that, there sat the television, perfect in every respect.  The only lack was that the power had been withheld.  

In a sense, this is the problem of some of us who follow Jesus Christ.  God has given us gifts.  We have abilities that the Lord has provided, but as far as our lives are concerned there appears to be little effectiveness because we have not flipped the switch (so to speak) of full commitment -- that is, the switch of full commitment to the control of Jesus Christ.  

The moment we do, our lives will have a message for God.  We shall be ready to communicate.  The self life will be defeated and the victorious life will be experienced.  How helpless some of us are in the service of our Lord because we lack the power of God! 

Someone tells of visiting a mental hospital.  He was given a tour of the various wards.  In passing through that sad place, the keeper pointed out a young man who seemed to be the picture of health.  He had a powerful frame.  He looked more like a wrestler than a patient.  The visitor said to his guide, “I should think that man would be very difficult to manage if he became violent.”  “No,” the keeper said, “he never becomes violent.  His delusion is that he has no strength.  We cannot get him to pick up a piece of paper.  He is always asking for medicines and complaining of weakness.”  Well, can we not say (for some who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ) that, spiritually, they are like this deluded young man?  When asked to serve God or bear witness for Him, their reaction is that they are not able or they don’t feel qualified.  Little do they realize that in Jesus Christ we have unlimited power.

It was said of the early disciples (in Acts 17:6), These are they that have turned the world upside down.  How did they do it?  Surely not in their own strength!  They had been with Jesus.  That’s how they did it.  Christ was the Lord of all to each one of them.  They had been through the same experience as the apostle Paul, who said (in Galatians 2:20), I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me.  

Someone has said that if our Christian faith is not an acute fever, it will be a dull habit.  For many, being a Christian is merely a dull habit.  Why?  Because they know nothing of the mighty power of Christ.  The reason?  They are living for the flesh.  They have named Christ as Savior, but they have failed to acknowledge Christ as Lord.  God is desirous of equipping us for every opportunity, if we are willing.  You will recall that the Lord spoke to Moses from a burning fire because that’s what He wanted to make Moses before Pharaoh.  He appeared to Joshua as the captain of the hosts because He wanted to make Joshua a worthy captain before His people.  You see, when we let God work in our lives, through Christ; and when we are willing to lay aside all known sin with perfect obedience to Gods’ revealed will, the Lord will make us suitable for any task He gives.  For He promises (in Acts 1:8), Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you.
Child of God, submit to the control of Christ.  Draw upon His resources.  Let Him reign in your life.  And, if you are one who has never claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord, I hope you’ll do it right now.  Don’t wait for a later date because there may never be one.  God says, Come now, and let us reason together.  Come to Christ.

Heavenly Father, I thank You that the power is available for all who will receive it by faith.  Grant that at this moment we who claim Christ to be our own will say, “Lord Jesus, fill me.  Fill me to overflowing, that my life may count for You.”  I ask this in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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