(Tape No. 286)

       Be Sure To Plan Ahead

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you expect to go to Heaven someday?  Have you made the necessary plans?  Of course, anytime we go away somewhere we have to make plans.  We don’t just pick up and go.  When we make plans to go to Heaven, we must be sure our plans coincide with God’s plan.  This is of utmost importance.

God says, in Proverbs 27:1, Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.  We are told in this verse not to delay what we plan to do in the future.  The important thing is to do it now.  Especially is this true of salvation.  How many people I have met who relegate getting right with God until tomorrow or the next day or the next!  Listen to what we read in 2 Corinthians 6:1, behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.   Now, you may have been putting off this important issue for years.  There were times when you heard a sermon, and you thought, “Now is the time.”  There were other times when a precious loved one departed from this earth.  Again, you were reminded of the importance of deciding for Christ, but you put it off a little longer.  Your conscience has spoken to you.  Recall when you were sick.  You realized that your life was not what it should have been.  Conscience said, “Do something about it,” but you soothed and silenced your conscience.  
This reminds me of the story of the farmer whose sleep was disturbed one night by the loud barking of his dog in the farmyard.  The dog barked and barked.  As the story goes, the dog was chained, but he barked continually.  The reason: thieves were in the yard.  The farmer got out of his bed and loaded his gun, opened the window, and shot the dog so he could sleep.  All was well because the dog was silent.  It was?  

In the same manner, possibly, you’ve sought to silence your conscience.  You have been reminded again and again that some of the things you have been doing have not been pleasing to God.  Maybe you are a student.  You’ve been cheating on exams.   One of these days, you will graduate, but you won’t be worthy of it.  Possibly, you are a businessman.  You’ve been stealing.  You’ve been stealing from your customers.  You’ve been lying.  You’ve been misrepresenting your product.  Your conscience has spoken repeatedly, but you have been following this lifestyle so long that you are silencing your conscience.  You don’t hear that inner voice any more.  Well, let me assure you that God sees all, and in His word (in Galatians 6:7-8) He says, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  
Now I am not urging you to mend your ways, but I am beseeching you to receive Christ who can change your ways.  Because of the things you have been doing, you’ve been pushing Him aside.  You’ve been silencing your conscience, but God continues to speak.  How long are you going to wait?  O sleeping man/sleeping woman, God says it’s high time to awake out of sleep.  Why do you sleep with eternity hastening on?  Arouse from your slumber; that you might escape the wrath to come by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ now, and claiming Him as your very own.  

Well maybe your reaction is, “I’m too busy right now . . .  soon I will retire from my business --  I will have more time then; I will think about Christ in the church, possibly.  Then I will become religious.”  Well I have heard people talk like this.  They had good intentions, but some of them did not reach retirement.  The hand of death snatched them away in the midst of their future plans.  The time you are planning may never come for you.  But should it come, what reason do you have to believe that you will be more interested in turning to Christ then than you are right now?  By that time, if God permits you to live until that time, your heart will be harder.  Your fleshly desires will grow stronger and your personal desires will become more deeply rooted.  In fact, it will be even more difficult for you to turn to God then than right now.  There will be more difficulties in the way.  It will be harder, not easier.

Of course, the important question is “Will God wait until you get ready?”  He is merciful and gracious.  We all know this.  He is longsuffering and kind.  But, in His word, He says (in Genesis 6:3), My Spirit shall not always strive with man.  You see, there comes a time when the mercy of God runs out and His wrath begins.  The word of Felix to Paul was, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.   What promise did he have of a more convenient season?  What promise do you have?  What promise does anyone have?  Tomorrow is not your possession; today is.  What we do with today is of supreme importance.  Don’t think you’re going to get any better than you are right now.  There is no promise that you will become more interested.  You will never be any better than you are right now – and even your best will not be good enough for God.  

You see, this is why Christ died.  This is why He shed His blood: that your sins might be blotted out, that you might receive His everlasting forgiveness.  Life is moving by at a rapid rate.  It seems like only a few years ago that you were in your youth, right?  If you’re not in your sunset years, you may be on the border line or approaching the borderline.  Time has gone by rapidly.  It will not slacken its speed in the future.  In fact, the older we get, it seems like it passes by at an even more rapid rate.  There will be no second chance after death.  If you do not trust in the living Christ on this side of death, there will be no further chances on the other.  So I urge you to give immediate consideration to the importance of preparing for eternity.  There is nothing that demands greater priority.  You’ve put other things in the way, but they don’t belong there.  God says, in Amos 4:12, Prepare to meet thy God.
Hear the voice of the Lord as, lovingly and kindly, He says to you: Come unto me, and I will give you rest.  Will you accept His invitation?  How do you accept?  -- right where you are, talk to Him as you would talk to a friend.  Tell Him you want to receive Him into your life.  Ask Him to come in, and then thank Him for coming in and all will be well in your relationship with God.  

Father, I think especially today of those who have been putting off the essential step of receiving Jesus Christ.  I pray that this may not continue.  May there be many today who will receive the Lord and trust Him for His great salvation.  This I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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