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What Kind of Parents Are You?
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Someone has defined “children” as creatures who disgrace you in public by exhibiting the example you set before them at home.  Well there’s a lot of truth to this, isn’t there?  What kind of example are you setting in your home for your children?  Do they love Christ because of your holy example?  

Many of the evils in today’s world can be traced back to our homes.  Scores of parents disregard the importance of having Christ in the home.  If you are a parent, you have a tremendous responsibility.  How slight is our realization of this.  With conflicting forces (both within and without the home) it becomes increasingly difficult to rear children.  Without God, no parent is adequate for the task.  For this reason, it is extremely important that every parent have a real heart experience with Jesus Christ.  Then and only then can we have the mind of God to rear our children.

We are told in the Bible to train up a child in the way he should go.  Now God says, further, and when he is old, the child will not depart from it.  Countless young people have drifted in their sin and crime because they have not been trained in the way of the Lord.  I realize that some young people have gone into this kind of sordid living in spite of the effort on the part of their godly parents.  But I wonder if you, as a parent, have been faithful in providing your child with a solid spiritual foundation.  Not only is it your privilege, but your duty to tell your children about Christ and His mighty power to save.

Maybe you don’t go to church, but you send your children to Sunday school every Sunday.  “Isn’t that enough?” you say.  No, that’s not enough.  Unless you attend church with your child and set an example for him, he will surely conclude that Sunday school and church are quite unimportant because mother and dad never go.  Soon, like his parents, he will decide to stay home.  What he sees you do as his parents, he will practice.  Like the frame into which concrete is poured until set, parents form the mold into which their children are poured until they are firm in the knowledge of Christ and spiritual truth.  The children usually conform to the size and shape of the paternal frame.  Neglect of spiritual matters by parents inevitably becomes evident in the children.

God says, in Ezekiel 16:44, As in the mother, so is her daughter.  This is very often the case.  Parents, your task is phenomenal.  It behooves you to lead your children in the Way of Christ.  The Bible says the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children.  Regrettably, there are too many children who have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ outside the home, while their parents have not the slightest concern about spiritual matters.  What a tragedy.  

In every church in which I have served during my years as a pastor, there were young people zealous for the Lord – going on with God – while their parents remained indifferent to the things of Christ.  How sad that parents are unmindful of their spiritual responsibility to their children.  Fathers sometimes feel that the job of rearing children in the things of Christ should be left to the mother.  Well, the Bible says (in Isaiah 38:19), The father to the children shall make known thy truth.  The father, you see, is the spiritual head of the home.  Too often he is more intent upon money-making than caring for his children.  Money is necessary, of course.  (We all know that.)  If we are going to adequately care for the needs of the family, we need money.  But money should never crowd out spiritual values.  

A Christian father died almost penniless.  He had nothing to speak of to leave to his children.  Yet, having noting, he made them rich through a priceless Christian heritage.  Some fathers are more interested, by far, in salesmanship and business administration than in child-rearing.  Many farmers labor to raise fine hogs, while neglecting to care for their children.  If you are a parent, yours is a grave duty to lead your children in the Way of Christ.  

Solemnly I ask, do you yourself know the Lord Jesus Christ in your heart?  You cannot guide your children in God’s way until you have traveled that way yourself.  Many people are carelessly unconcerned about making a decision for Christ.  God has made the way of salvation so clear and plain in the Bible, yet millions stumble over the simplicity of its wonderful truth.  To be saved, you need to receive Christ into your life.  The Bible says, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Wherever you are, just not, bow your head and invite Christ to come into your life.  He will come in immediately.  Don’t delay.  Don’t wait, but come to Christ now.  

An elderly farmer said that when he was driving his cows home from the pasture one evening, he began to think, “Here I am, growing old and I am not a Christian.  When am I going to settle the matter?  -- perhaps never, if I don’t face it soon.”  An inner voice seemed to urge him, “Now.  Receive Christ now, without delay.”  So clearly did he hear that he cried aloud, and answered, “I will!  From this moment, I will believe on Jesus Christ.  I will be a Christian.”  Will you, too, hear and answer?  Make your decision for Christ.  
While we wait and while we pray, trust Him!  John 1:12 says, But as many as received him (Jesus), to them gave he the authority to become the children of God  . . .  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.

Father God, remind each parent of his deep responsibility before You.  And if any listening have not committed themselves to You for salvation, may they come now.  Enable us by Your grace to rear our children in Your Way.  In Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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