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        Trust God To Do It

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I remember the days when I did everything in my own strength, using my own ingenuity.  Many times, the result was a miserable failure.  But after I received Jesus Christ, things changed.  I had a Friend to help me at all times.  Whatever I need, I go to Him because He always provides wisdom and help.  If He isn’t your Friend, you should do something about it.

In John 13:7, we have these wonderful words spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ.  What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  These words are so meaningful to God’s people.  Doubtless, you act like most people when trials come into your life.  You wonder why you must bear a particular hardship or sorrow.  The verse I read assures us that we will not have all the answers now.  Someday, however, when the believer meets Christ face to face, all things will become clear.  

Better than “having the answers” is to be certain of God’s divine presence and providence.  Christ assures us of this, as He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  Notice He does not say “I may never leave thee” or “Most of the time, I will not leave thee.”  He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  What a comforting truth.  Sometimes it seems as though God has forsaken us; but we may rest in the promise of His word, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
A Christian mother in Havertown, Pennsylvania, gives this personal testimony regarding God’s care.  “My husband and I are the parents of two small children.  Today, my husband had a tumor removed.  We were told that it was malignant.  That night, I dreaded going to bed; but I was so weary I fell right asleep.  I awoke in the wee hours with the words of a poem flowing from my heart.  A great peace came over me as I slipped out of bed, and put it on paper.”  Well, let me read the poem this Christian mother wrote.

God is at work; I see His hand –  
‘round and about me, the way He has planned
I’ll trust in Him; O blessed thought:
He loves me, and keeps me; my soul he has bought

Storm clouds may come, tear drops may fall,
He knows each one; He’s my Lord, over all
Trusting in Him, He takes my hand;
Gently He guides me, the way He has planned

“No thought for tomorrow,” I hear o’er and o’er,
“I will be with thee, doest thou need more?”

No, Lord, oh no; in thee I will rest

Thou art my Shepherd; Thou knowest best

Peace, perfect peace, in Him I am blessed:
Daytime: my strength, and in nighttime: sweet rest
Praising my Lord; led by His hand,
Beside the still waters, the way He has planned.

Isn’t it wonderful to walk in the way He has planned?  Sometimes, we do not think it’s so wonderful – especially when things disappoint us, and when they go the opposite of the way we had planned.  But, let us be certain, we cannot improve on the plan of God.  Our plans are filled with mistakes; but God has never made a single mistake.  He cannot make mistakes.  Because of this we can say, in the words of 2 Corinthians 2:14, Thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.  How consoling it is to know that there is always victory in Christ.  Even though we may be surrounded by opposing forces, someway, somehow, God’s purposes are being fulfilled, and He cannot fail us.  

I like those verses found in Proverbs 3:5-6.  How many times along life’s way I’ve quoted them to myself.  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  How much trouble we bring upon ourselves – all because we lean upon our own understanding and fail to trust in the Lord with the entire heart.  I wonder if your will is in line with the will of Almighty God.  Are you living in the light of His leading?  in everything --not only in the big decisions, but in the smaller ones as well?  How necessary that you pray, Not my will, but thine, be done.  

So many of our prayers are selfish!  We pray for things we think we need, but in reality they would be harmful to us.  God says, in James 4:3, Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  This is why many of our prayers go unanswered.  We pray for things which God knows would be stumbling blocks to our growth in grace; and so, the Lord answers, No.  On the other hand, some things look like impossibilities.  Be sure! if it is God’s plan for you to have these things, He will undertake.  All of the forces of hell are not enough to hinder divine providence.  

I am reminded of the case of the apostle Paul.  For years, he had yearned and prayed that he might be permitted to visit Rome.  It seemed like all along the way there were hindrances.  This desire within the heart of the apostle was not a selfish one – it was for the glory of God.  He did not want to visit Rome merely to enjoy a Mediterranean cruise.  He wanted to be of a spiritual help and benefit to the saints at Rome.  The greatest obstacle that stood in his way was poverty (for it was an extremely expensive journey in Paul’s day to get to Rome).  Later, at the apostle’s trial for having preached the Gospel, he stood before Festus, and was asked, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar?  Since he had not, Festus declared, Unto Caesar shalt thou go.  He virtually placed a ticket to Rome in Paul’s hand.  How marvelously does God overrule the wicked plots of men and make them further the divine interests.  If it is God’s plan for you to do a thing, and if your heart is right with the Lord, you may be sure that regardless of the obstacle, it shall be done.  Let us remember that we have an all mighty God.  He who created the heavens and the earth  . . . is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.
Maybe your faith has been wavering . . . you’ve been doubting.  Cheer up, saint of God.  Your life is hid with Christ in God.  You belong to Him.  You are His.  You are the child of the King.  Let not your heart be troubled.  In His own time, He will undertake.  That for which you are praying will be brought to pass according to His infallible plan. 

Now it is very possible that you’ve never been born again.  This is step number one.  To have the Lord work in your life, you must know Christ personally.  You can know Christ personally at this very moment by inviting Him to come into your life.  If you never have, I hope you will.  Do it right now, as we pray together.

Father, open hearts to Yourself, I ask.  For Your people, I pray that You will give us faith to believe that You are able to do all things.  We pray for those who don’t know You, that they may come to You through Christ.  In His Blessed Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

