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      The Church Can Help You

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
We know the church isn’t the only place where a person can find God.  The Almighty Creator is everywhere, and He seeks people no matter where they are.  But if we want to grow strong in the things of the Lord, a good church will be most helpful.  The do-it-yourself idea has its place, but it certainly doesn’t take the place of the church.

Many years ago, my wife, children and I lived in New York City where I was the pastor of a church.  Occasionally, we would shop in the enormous John Wannamaker Department Store, located in lower Manhattan.  It was a pleasure to visit this store.  Everyone was so curteous and appeared to have a sincere interest in the customers.   They seemed to express the character of John Wannamaker, who was a believer in Christ -- a man who loved God, and lived for Him.  One time, someone asked Mr. Wannamaker why he went to church.  His reply was, “You might just as well ask me why do I eat, or why do I sleep.  I find one is just as necessary to my well-being as the other.  I could eat well and sleep well, and yet be a very miserable man, without the spiritual up-lift that comes only from my attendance upon things divine.”

“Then again, it is a great privilege,” he said, “to touch shoulders with the earnest Christians who are interested in promoting Christ’s kingdom upon the earth.”  Well, I wish there were many more businessmen who could react to the church as John Wannamaker did.  God exhorts us, in the Scriptures, to seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.  How important it is that we keep God in first place.  A good church can help us to do this.  All of us need the faithful weekly teaching of the word of God.

Now some people don’t go to church because they’re fearful that their spiritual ignorance will be discovered by other people.  They remind me of the little boy who, after summer vacation, told his father he didn’t want to go back to school again.  Asked why, he answered, “Because! they want to teach you a lot of things you don’t know anything about.”  Well, that’s part of the ministry of a good church, too.  That’s where we can learn God’s word.  We don’t learn anything by staying away from it.  I heartily recommend church attendance for the basic reason that we might grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Now, when I speak of the church, I am not necessarily thinking of a building.  Actually, a church is not bricks and mortar.  A church is a body of believers.  You can have a church in a church building or in a home.  You can have a church out on a hillside.  A church is a fellowship where God’s people are drawn together to study the word of God.  All of us need this fellowship.  That’s why we are exhorted (in Hebrews) not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.
Well, somebody says, “I can be just as good a Christian as anybody that goes to church, even though I don’t go.”  Well, maybe so; but I doubt it.  In fact, over my years, I have never seen any proof of it.  There is no comparison between an unsaved person and a saved person.  And, another thing: unsaved people don’t have the happiness, peace, and the overwhelming joy that many people in our churches have.  You see, I know both sides of the story.  I was an unsaved person with no interest in the church.  Then, I came to Christ; and found a satisfaction in Him that changed my whole attitude.  You may only know one side of the story.  You may not know the Christian side.  But I invite you to find out about it.

When talking with people, I hear all kinds of excuses for church attendance.  They say, “I’m too busy,” “I need to rest on Sunday morning,” “I was going to come, but our relatives came in for a visit,” “I have work to do on Sundays – I am at an office all week, and I can’t afford to let the work go at home.”  Here’s a familiar one.  “Our pastor isn’t interesting enough.”  Often, this is the fault of the listener who, rather than take the blame himself for his lack of interest, throws the blame on the pastor.  Often, the pastor is not interesting enough simply because the listeners are not putting too much into listening.  You know, it usually takes almost as much effort to listen to a sermon as it does to preach one.  Here again, I am on both sides of the fence.  I know how many hours of study and work it takes to prepare a sermon, but I also know what it’s like to sit in the pew and listen to preachers.  My mind drifts just like anybody else’s.  But I have discovered, if I sit with a piece of paper and a ballpoint pen and jot down notes, I can get far more out of the sermon than by doing nothing.  I try to get the preacher’s outline and follow through on each point.  This way, I can come away with something that stimulates, encourages, and blesses.
Now what do you do when you go to church?  Do you dream or do you participate?  Even though you probably would never sing a solo, and though singing is not one of your gifts, sing anyway.  Be a part of the congregation as praises are offered to God.  Don’t just stand there.  At least look like you’re interested.  That’s the only way you’ll get anything out of church service.  Put something into it, other than a dollar or two in the offering plate.  

One time, at the Sunday dinner table, the young wife said to her husband, “Henry, did you notice the mink coat on that lady in front of us in church today?”  “No,” confessed Henry, “I’m afraid I was dozing.”  “Hmm, a lot of good the service did you.”  Well, I assure you, that’s the extent of a church service for many churchgoers.  But how worthwhile it could be if, first of all, we really knew Christ as Savior and Lord, and attended the church with a determination to feed our souls!  We should pray before we go, and pray when we arrive in church.  We should pray for the choir, and pray for the pastor, along with the ushers and all who are involved.  With a prayerful attitude, we can expect things to happen.  

Well, in closing, I would remind you to be sure you’re in a good church.  And, I mean by that, not necessarily a wealthy church with a beautiful building and a great staff, but a church where God’s word is honored and taught; where they have a vision of teaching children and young people for the Lord.  In other words, the worship service is not simply to fill-in time.  It is to build up God’s people spiritually, and reach the lost for Christ.  This is the kind of church you need.  In fact, it’s the kind of church all of us need.  If you look for it, you will probably find that kind of church.  It will be worth the effort.

Now I urge you to be a part of a Bible fellowship on the Lord’s day, wherever you are.  And, may I add, you don’t have to wait for the Lord’s day to get to know Jesus Christ.  You can turn to Him right now.  In fact, He is waiting.  His arms are outstretched to you as He says, Come.  Are you willing to acknowledge the fact that you are a sinner, and realize that only Christ can forgive you?  Just bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I need You, come into my life, save me, and help me.”  And, be sure, He will.

Blessed Lord, I thank You that we have the privilege of assembling together in Your Name.  I thank You for Christian fellowship.  I praise You for brothers and sisters in Christ.  They mean so much to us.  Many of them are so helpful and loving.  Help each of us to be this kind of believer.  May we exemplify You in the fellowship of the church.  In the name of Jesus I ask.  Amen.
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