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Fishers of Men

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Both Peter and Andrew were fishermen.  Peter was a deep-sea fisherman, catching hundreds, even thousands, of fish.  Andrew was a skilled angler, catching the fish one-by-one.  Well, all believers are called to be fishers of men.  Some are like Peter: gifted to reach the masses.  The rest of us are like Andrew: gifted to win them one-by-one.  Nevertheless, all of us are obligated to witness for Jesus Christ.

Several years ago, my wife and I were visiting friends in Florida.  While there, we were told of a neighbor who was dying of leukemia.  I was asked if I would go see him – which I did.  This man was overwhelmingly delighted to receive Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord.  I had told him about the wonderful place God has prepared for us – that is, those of us who know and love His Son: Jesus Christ.  When I finished, I asked, “Would you like to go to that place when you leave this earth?”  His response was, “I most certainly would.”  We had prayer.  It was thrilling to see the remarkable change in this man’s life.  But, do you know, there is hardly a neighborhood where there isn’t suffering or sickness of some kind? And, yet, we who profess to know Jesus Christ are so slow to respond to these needs.  Very often, there is no response.  We don’t go see these people.  We don’t phone them.  We don’t help them.  It is a marvelous time to share Christ with them.  Why don’t we grasp these opportunities to let people know that Christ is alive, and He can help.  He says, to those who are burdened and heavyhearted, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  We who are believers are God’s messengers to get this glorious invitation to people who need Christ.  When have you last reached out to someone in your neighborhood to tell them about Christ, or to lend a helping hand in the midst of their adversity?  
So often, we live selfishly for our own families, to the neglect of others.  Hardly a week passes in our radio ministry that I do not hear from people who are lonely.  Many of them are in their 70’s and 80’s, and some in their 90’s.  Some are semi-shut-ins.  They would like to get out, but they can’t.  They are hurting physically.  But rarely does anyone ever come to see them, even their own children.  Will you think for a few minutes of all the times when you have been sick in body or troubled, and how God sent someone to encourage and strengthen you?  How grateful you were.  But don’t let it stop there.  We read, in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort who comforteth us in all our tribulation that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  Now what is the Lord saying here?  When you were in need, when you were hurting (maybe even when you were unsaved), God sent someone to you.  You were helped.  In fact, you were ever grateful.  But it shouldn’t stop there.  The best way you can express your gratitude to God for what He did for you is to do it for somebody else.  Reach out to someone who needs the same help you needed.  It is a marvelous time to share Christ.  Often, all some people know about is their sickness, their sorrow, or their present hardship.  Often, they know little or nothing about Christ.  What an opportune time it is to tell them as they experience your kindness.  Very often, the Holy Spirit has them ready and prepared to receive the truth.  Let us not take the approach that “maybe I shouldn’t say anything about Christ because they might not be interested.”  Rather, take the positive approach:  speak about Christ because, in all probability, they are interested.  In all my years as a servant of Jesus Christ, I have never had anyone express disinterest after I sought to witness with a deed of kindness in Jesus’ name.

While I was in the pastorate, one of the fine Christian men in our congregation was driving home from his place of business in rush-hour traffic.  He was involved in a serious auto wreck, and was killed instantly.  I was asked to conduct his funeral, which was indeed a testimony to the many unsaved people who attended.  I was told by our friend’s wife, after the funeral, that he had a concern for several of his neighbors who needed the Lord.  Before our friend was killed, he went to see the neighbors and witnessed to them.  The neighbors attended the funeral service.  Afterward, when I called on the home of the deceased to have prayer with his wife, one of the neighbors was there.  I asked her if she really knew the Lord.  Her reply was, “I’ve been thinking much about this lately.”  And then she confessed, “I am afraid to die.”  This was a wide-open door for me to share the truth of the Scriptures with her – which I did for the next hour.  At the end of that hour, she came to know Christ, and the fear of death was removed.  She had peace.  How did this come about?  Her deceased neighbor had a burden for his unsaved neighbors, and followed through to tell them about Christ before he died.

God uses a faithful witness.  We don’t have to be brilliant, or even well-versed in the Scriptures.  But we do need love in our hearts – first for God, and then for those whom He loves.  George Sweeting has written a very practical book entitled “How to Witness Successfully.”  In the book, he focuses on the problem of believers who fail to share their faith in Christ with others.  Dr. Sweeting writes, “During the reign of Oliver Cromwell, there was a shortage of currency in the British Empire.  Representatives carefully searched the nation in hopes of finding silver to meet the emergency.  After one month, the committee returned with its report.  ‘We have searched the Empire in vain, seeking to find silver.  To our dismay, we found none anywhere except in the cathedrals where the statues of the saints were made of choice silver.’  To this, Oliver Cromwell eloquently answered, “Let’s melt down the saints and put them into circulation!”  Well, that carries a message for us, doesn’t it?  Could we be classified as silver saints who have no message for God?  May I suggest that you ask God to give you a burden for those right in your own neighborhood, where I am sure you will find a mission field all of your own.  Pray, too, that He will open your heart to those in your employment, even though some of them may appear to be far away from hope.  God is able to do great and mighty things.  Pray much!  As He says, in Jeremiah 31:3, Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things.  You see, nothing is too hard for God.   Maybe in your family there are some who appear to be hopeless.  As you pray, ask the Lord for a loving concern for these people.  God is in the miracle-working business; but we must do our part and grasp every opportunity to share Christ, and the joy He gives.  

Maybe the reason you haven’t been sharing is that you’ve grown cold in heart, and there’s a need for a renewing before the Lord.  Why don’t you do something about it, right now!  And, for those of you who have tuned-in and you don’t really know Christ, or you’re not sure, make your decision today.  Say, “Jesus, I want to know for sure; I trust You as my Savior and Lord.”  And, then, be faithful in reading God’s word each day, and spending time in prayer.  Share your faith with others.  God will use you, if you want to be used.

Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your great love.  It is my prayer that we shall experience this love in our hearts so that we shall have a passion and a concern to tell people about You.  We realize this is no secret, Father.  You have given the message the world needs to hear.  Give us compassion!  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.  
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

