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  Joy In The Midst Of Grief
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Can a person be both sad and happy at the same time?  He certainly can.  Some of you listening to me will agree wholeheartedly.  You are grieving for a loved one who is in Heaven, but at the same time you are rejoicing because he is with Jesus and all his pain and misery is gone forever.

Death is never a pleasant experience, even for those who love God.  It is true that believers sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  But, at the same time, they do experience sorrow.  We must realize “grief” is to be expected.  Everyone must face it at times.  It is no sin for one’s heart to be broken by grief.  Separation from dearest loved ones often results in painful sorrow.  One thing is certain, however: the believer in Christ need never be overcome by grief because God is with him.  Now, we may not understand the circumstances surrounding our grief; but we are assured that the perfect will of God is being done, because we believe Him, and love Him.

Concerning believers who die, God says, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.  The word blessed in everyday language means “happy.”  Those who pass through the doorway of death into the presence of the Lord enter into happiness in the fullest sense.  Unhindered by the cares and anxieties of this world, immediately they experience the supreme joy that only the God of infinite love could provide for the objects of His affection.  Who of us would be willing to withhold a dearest loved one from this blessedness.  Though our loved ones in Heaven are happy, we may not be.  We are still in the flesh, with all of its inherent weaknesses.  But God does provide daily comfort and help to sustain us.  The most assuring comfort is in the fact that our loved ones in Christ are now with Him.  They may have suffered for days and nights, and even weeks and months, before they went home; but they will not suffer anymore.  God tells us that He shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be anymore pain, for the former things are passed away.  
Of course, not all people who die are happy; for not everyone goes to Heaven.   Those without Christ enter into a sorrowful state of intense suffering that will never cease throughout all eternity.  God says, of this place, the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable  and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  On the other hand, those who die in the Lord will never see hell.  For the Bible states that there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.  Our Lord paid the price for the believer’s sins so that immediately at death he enters into God’s Presence.  Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Bible says, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.
A child of God, who faithfully trusted the Lord to the end, gave this beautiful testimony two days before her home-going.  “I know when I go to Jesus, He will give me rest.”  This rest actually commences the moment one trusts Christ as Lord, but it is experienced in the fullest sense when the believer goes to be with Christ.  That’s why when a loved one enters Heaven, those of us left behind can rejoice in the midst of our tears, knowing that soon there will be a joyous reunion.  A precious unending fellowship will be renewed with those who meant so much to us in this life.  We shall recognize one another in heaven, just as Moses and Elijah were recognized on the Mount of Transfiguration.  In fact, we shall know each other more perfectly in Heaven than we do on earth.  God says, in 1 Corinthians 13:12, Now we see through a glass, darkly (we don’t understand); but then, face to face (we shall understand): now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  
Of course, some of us may never experience death.  We may be privileged to be alive on that glorious day when the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Oh what a Wonderful day that will be!
To you who sorrow, be encouraged.  Be of good cheer.  Your loved ones in Christ are with Him.  There is no immediate place of waiting.  God assures us from His word, in 2 Corinthians 5:8, that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  Those who are with the Lord are perfectly content and happy where they are, and would not want to leave.  Anyone getting a glimpse of Heaven would never want to return to this world.   The apostle Paul, you remember, by a mighty miracle of God had been caught up into paradise.  Later, with that memory in his mind, he testified to the Philippian saints:   I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  At death, though the body rests in the grave, the soul transcends all space into the presence of God.  Happy is that soul, for in His presence is fulness of joy, and at his right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  How wonderful to spend eternity with Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.

Now, let me ask, when you die, will you go to be with the Lord?  Well, maybe you’re not sure.  You can settle this once and for all.  It depends, you see, on your relationship to Jesus Christ.  He invites you to trust Him as Savior and Lord.  If you do, the Bible declares that you are passed from death unto life.  When the time comes for you to leave this earth, you will go to be with Christ immediately.  This promise is only for those who have received Jesus as Lord. 

Being a church member is not enough.  Being in good standing in your community will not do it.  It is being “in” Christ.  Second Corinthians 5:17 makes it clear that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.  As Noah trusted in the ark to save him from the flood waters, we must find refuge in Christ -- the ark of the New Covenant – to escape the flood waters of the judgment to come.

If you have never done so, will you at this moment say to God, “Dear Lord, I know I am a sinner, but I realize that Christ died for my sins.  I now receive Him as my Savior and Lord.”  I guarantee you, He will enter your life never to depart.  Write and tell us about your decision, and we shall send you some helpful literature that will be of great benefit to you.

Father, I pray for some listening who need to know You in a very real and special way.  May they not turn aside from Your gracious invitation of love.  For those who sorrow, comfort their hearts, I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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