(Tape No. 287)


Who Is In Charge?
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The apostle Paul was on one of his missionary journeys.  When he arrived in Ephesus, he met with several of the disciples.  Having already learned of their lack of effectiveness for Christ, he asked, Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?  (That is, have you turned your life over to the control of the Holy Spirit?)  Well, listen to their reply.  We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit.  No wonder they had no effectiveness for God.  

A very important verse of Scripture which is often neglected by believers is found in Ephesians 5:18, where God says, And be not drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit.  Now the phrase be filled with the Spirit means, literally, to allow yourself to be under the control of the Spirit.  In other words, instead of running your own life, allow the Spirit of God to direct you – not in some things, but in every thing.  We should not simply allow the Holy Spirit to be a resident in our lives, but “the President.”

Now, there are many Christians who want to be full of the spirit, but only a comparatively few who want to be filled with the Spirit.  No believer can know the fullness of the Spirit unless he has known the experience of being filled.  The filling of the Spirit is both an act and a process; both an event and a life.  There is a beginning of the state of fullness, but the continuance of that state depends upon the quiet, restful maintenance of the conditions.  The believer who would know the blessedness of the Spirit-filled life must begin by definite acts of yieldedness, appropriating faith, and prayer; but, in addition, he must continue to maintain (as the habit of his life) yieldedness, appropriating faith, and prayer.  He should confess instantly anything that grieves or quenches the Spirit, and keep in the continuance of being under the control of the Spirit.
The phrase be filled, in Ephesians 5:18, is continuous action.  It is not a “once and for all” experience.  It actually means “to keep on being filled” with the Spirit.  When the believer sins, he should confess to the Lord immediately – so sin does not get a hold on his life.  He should keep “drinking” of the Spirit.  Jesus said, in John 4:14, He that drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst.  The child of God should keep his whole being in a receptive attitude toward the bestowing Christ.  He should not think primarily of the Spirit, but think of Christ – as the bestower of the Spirit.  

The Spirit is not to be glorified.  No where in the Bible is the Spirit ever glorified.  It is Christ who is lifted up.  Jesus said, of the Holy Spirit (in John 16:14), He shall glorify me.  Christ must be exalted.  The Holy Spirit enables us to do this as we are under His control.  Filled with the Spirit, Christ will be given His rightful place in our lives, to the end that sin will be excluded and the holiness of God will be manifested.  

Now you can be sure, if a believer has sin in his life which he does not confess, he is not under the control of the Holy Spirit.  There are believers who have become shipwrecked because they were not under the control of the Spirit.  A ship may be useful for many years, but if it is wrecked, its usefulness is ended.  There are believers whose usefulness has ended.  They allowed themselves to get off the course, and landed on the sandbar of sin.  No longer are they enjoying God’s blessing.  Their lives are fruitless and useless.  This could happen to any one of us.  First Corinthians 10:12 says, Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  For this reason, it is essential that we keep continually being filled with the Spirit.  The flesh must be subdued, and the Spirit of God must be given the right-of-way.

It is of extreme importance that every believer be under the control of the Holy Spirit.  If this were the case, our churches would have power and thrive.  I am convinced that many of the unsaved around us (men and women, young people, and boys and girls) would be crying out in repentance as the result of the power of the Spirit of God at work.  But because, in so many cases, we have a form of godliness without power, little or nothing is happening.  
I often think of the church as a beautiful new automobile.  There it stands: the best money could buy.  It glistens and sparkles.  Under the hood is a high-powered motor capable of high speeds.  It lacks only one thing: there is no gasoline in the tank.  We could have the best automobile on the market; but without fuel to run it, it is useless.  This is the way some of our churches are – beautiful buildings, the finest by way of music, expensive organs, pianos, instrumentalists, brilliant preachers – but something is missing.  Without the Spirit’s control, the church is without effectiveness to change lives.  It may entertain.  Crowds may be attracted.  But, without the power of the Spirit of God, lives will not be transformed and the conviction of sin will be unknown.  Jesus said, in Acts 1:8, Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  There is no possible way of obtaining this power other than by submission to the Spirit’s control.  As it is impossible to save one’s self, so it is impossible to fill one’s self with the Spirit.  Some people plead, beg, pray, and use other means, in their attempt to attain the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  God’s method is submit, with a willingness to confess all sin, and to allow the Holy Spirit to have complete control.   Every true believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  No one has ever been saved without the Holy Spirit taking up His residence in the life.  But though a person is a possessor of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit may not possess him.  Only as we yield to our Lord’s leadership, and recognize His authority in our lives, will we know the excellence of His grace, and the fullness of His power.

Child of God, don’t settle for anything less than what God has provided for you.  If a millionaire were to die and leave you a million dollars in his will, surely you would not be satisfied with taking only one hundred dollars and refusing the rest.  You would be foolish not to receive all that is coming to you.  Why not receive all that is coming to you by way of the gift of God?  Don’t settle for less when you can have the best.  Let God, the Holy Spirit, take full control of your life.

Now, should it be that you’ve never acknowledged Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord: this is the first step in receiving the fullness of the Spirit.  It is impossible to be under the control of the Spirit until you have received Christ.  The moment you receive Him, the Holy Spirit will take up His residence in you—never to depart.  At this moment, call upon Christ; and sincerely invite Him to come into your life.  Then, give the Holy Spirit the right-of-way.  

Heavenly Father, in the words of the Hymn writer, I pray, “I surrender all.  I surrender all.  All to Thee, my blessed Savior.  I surrender all.”  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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