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How’s Your Faith?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
How did people ever get the idea that they could live without the most essential ingredient for happiness and peace which is known as faith?  We might just as well try to live without food and water as to try to live without faith in the Almighty God.  Well, let’s give some thought to this today and tomorrow.  

It is said that John Wesley was participating in a conference where the subject of faith was being discussed.  In an attempt to define the term, it was found difficult to reach a satisfactory decision.  Finally, they called on a woman who was known to possess deep spirituality and strong good sense.  When she was asked what she thought faith was, she promptly replied, “Faith is taking God at His word.”  “That will do,” said Mr. Wesley, “That’s good enough for all of us.”  To me, this not only seems to be an adequate definition of faith, but an excellent definition.  Faith is taking God at His word.  It is nothing more or less than this.  Some would give the impression that faith is a blind act of the soul, a kind of leap into the dark.  They shy away from even the thought of faith, because to them it suggests believing something without evidence.  They remind me of the little Sunday school boy who was asked to define faith.  He thought for a minute, and then he said, slowly, “Faith is believing what ain’t so.”  Well, on the contrary, faith is believing what is so.  It rests on the best evidence: namely, the word of God.  Faith does not rule out the intelligence; but denotes a manifestation of the intelligence.  Such a thing as believing with the heart without the head is impossible.  One may believe with the head without the heart; but not the heart without the head.  
Now where or how does one get faith?  Does he get it by trying to develop it, or produce it in his own experience?  Does it come upon one naturally as he grows in the grace of Christ?  D. L. Moody tells (in one of his books) how he prayed for faith, and thought that someday faith would come down and strike him like lightning.  But faith did not come.  Then he said, “I read in the tenth chapter of Romans that faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  Moody testified that after reading that he began to study the word of God, and the more he studied the Bible, the more his faith grew.  One way we can increase our faith is by mastering the great truths of God’s Holy Word.  There are no short-cuts to faith.  This is the Lord’s method.  Actually, faith is God’s gift to us the instant we believe on Christ (according to Ephesians 2:8-9).  Now, frequently, I hear people lament the fact that they don’t have more faith.  It does not seem that the effectiveness of faith is necessarily dependent upon the amount of it we have.  Quality of faith is far more important than quantity.  
If faith is genuine, not much will be needed.  Jesus made this so clear in Matthew 17:20, where He said, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Now a grain of mustard seed is infinitely small, especially in its relationship to a mountain.  You may have what you think to be great faith and find that the mountains are removing your faith.  But if you possess genuine faith, you will be able to remove the mountains.  All of us have our mountains:  mountains of doubt, unbelief, fear, and many more; but faith in the Lord can remove it.  Recall how David went out to fight against the Philistine giant.  Goliath stood before David dressed in all the armor and array of battle.  But listen to what David had to say, as he gazed at this mammoth tower of strength.  You come to me with a sword, and a spear, and with a shield: but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts.  Faith in this case (as always) triumphed over force.  Probably, it was not much faith in David’s case; but real, genuine faith: utter and complete dependence on the Thus saith the LORD.  David believed God with his whole heart.  There was no room for doubt or fear.  He simply took God at His word.  

Now sometimes we place all the emphasis on faith merely in faith itself.  It is the object of faith (not “faith”) that is of greater importance.  You may have great faith in faith only, and fail continually.  Your faith may be in the money in the bank, wealthy friends, or even dearest loved ones.  There is only one satisfactory object of effectual faith, and that is Christ Jesus the Lord.

There was a Christian woman who was well-known among her friends for her reliant faith and her great calmness in the midst of her many trials.  Another woman, living at a distance, hearing of her said, “I must go and see that woman and learn the secret of her strong, happy life.”  Well, she went to her home, and being invited in, asked, “Are you the woman with the great faith?”  “Well,” she replied, “I’m not the woman with the great faith; I’m the woman with the little faith in the great God.”  Well let it be known: we have a mighty God.  The Bible says of Him that He is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.  And to every true believer, He says, I will never leave you nor forsake you.  It is this Wonderful God in whom we place our faith.  If our faith is in Him, the up look will be good, the outlook will be right, and the in look favorable, and the future glorious.  

Do you know this mighty God of whom I have been speaking?  The God who cares for every heartache; who provides for every need; who leads us when surrounded by darkness?  Do you know this God, personally . . . who has promised to save to the uttermost?  If not, please take this opportunity to trust in Him by saying, “I know I am a sinner, Lord.  I’m sorry for my sins.  I know you died for my sins, and I now receive you as my Savior from sin.”  Will you say that (or something like that)?  God will hear you and you can be saved.  God will meet you right where you are.

Father, in the name of Jesus, do a work in our hearts, I pray.  Deliver us from doubt and fear.  Whatever it is, Lord, we trust You for Your divine and infallible will.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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