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Faith Really Works

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are you confused about the future, not knowing what to do?  You must make a decision, but you’re undecided.  Well, let me make three suggestions: (1) Don’t rush; wait on God until you get clear guidance and understanding; (2) Walk by faith; sure, use your intelligence, but combine it with faith; (3) Don’t allow yourself to worry about it, but trust and patiently wait for God’s answer.

In His word, God has given us some great declarations of truth for every occasion.  Why don’t we really believe the word of God?  Why don’t we accept these from Him – vowing that we shall not stagger, but really believe that He will fulfill that which He has promised in His word?  In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul says that we walk by faith, not by sight.  It would be wonderful if we really did walk by faith, but so often (even though we believe on Christ) we walk by sight: we worry and fret because we are only willing to believe what we can see.  But never forget, child of God, we have an unfailing Savior.  Heaven and earth may pass away, but  . . . Jesus never fails.  Believe Him.  Do not doubt Him for a moment.  Trust Him to perform what He has said He will do.  What God has spoken in His word, let us receive by faith.

At the height of his career, Napoleon Bonaparte was reviewing his troops on the outskirts of Paris.  A piece of paper, caught in a gust of wind, flashed in front of the eyes of the Emperor’s house, and the spirited animal jumped and dashed to one side endangering his rider who had dropped the reins while he watched his troops.  A young private broke from the ranks, seized the bridle of Napoleon’s excited mount, and quieted him – saving his commander from a bad fall.  Looking down, appreciatively, at the young man, the Emperor said (in his abrupt manner), “Thank you, Captain!”  “Captain? – of what regiment, Sir?” the young man responded.  “Of my guards,” replied Napoleon, as he spurred his horse toward another parade ground.  The young soldier laid down his musket.  It was no longer a part of his equipment.  Then he walked over to a group of officers who were in conversation at some distance from the scene of the near accident.  One of the men (a general) addressed the young soldier, “What are you doing here?  Such insolence must be punished!”  “I am a Captain of the Guard, Sir,” replied the young man.  “Why! you’re insane.  What makes you say that?” the general exclaimed.  “He said it,” the young man said, pointing to the Emperor (who is now far down the line).  “Oh! I beg your pardon, Captain,” was the general’s immediate and gracious response, “. . . I did not know of your promotion.”
He said it.  That was sufficient.  That was all the young soldier needed: his master said it.  As far as the outward appearance was concerned, there was no change in the soldier’s status; but the Emperor had said it, and that settled it.  Such is faith’s triumphant answer in the spiritual realm to every problem, difficulty, and fear.  God’s word says it.  Says what?  --That we are heirs with God, and joint heirs with Jesus.  Jesus said, All power is given unto me in heaven and on earth.  What more do we need?  Is He not sufficient for any obstacle in life?  Can He not open and close doors at will?  I suppose most of us have done the same thing, on occasion, upon entering a store with electrical doors.  We reach out to open the door, and before we touch it, it’s open.  If doors can be constructed that open without being touched, why should we doubt that God can open doors at will and shut them in His providence?  Some of these electrical doors work on the principle of an electric eye.  But you and I have a divine eye watching over us.  In Psalm 32:8, God says, I will guide thee with mine eye.  We who know Christ need to be “believing men and women:” fearless individuals who, though seeing closed doors, will not give way to defeat and failure.  With eyes of faith, we shall see the invisible Christ beside them, and walking by faith, we shall march straight toward the closed doors confident that they will open at the right moment.  He knows at what time the doors should be opened.  He will not wait a minute too long.
Sometimes we get the idea that faith is simply to be used as an emergency measure.  In other words, whenever some severe trial or testing confronts us, then we feel that we must dust off our faith and really trust God.  Faith in the Lord should not be exercised at “sometimes,” but at all times.  We read in Habakkuk 2:4 that the just shall live by his faith.  As life is continuous until death, so is faith.  There is not a moment that you can afford to be without it.  Further we read, in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith it is impossible to please God.  Surely we who believe want to please the Lord.  Whenever we fail to exercise faith and confidence in the Lord we are not pleasing Him.  Thus if faith is to be effective, it must be continuous.  

Well, what about it?  Have you been drifting along, burdened down by the cares and anxieties of life?  Have you failed to realize the wonderful privilege that is yours, day-by-day, to exercise faith in the Lord Jesus – which is simply taking God at His word?  Bow before the Lord.  Confess to Him.  Tell God how sorry you are that you’ve not believed Him.  Commit all your problems and needs to Him at this moment and assure Him that you will never again doubt His faithfulness and provision.  

Often, if one is weak in faith, it is the result of a weak relationship with the Lord.  Instability of faith is indicative of immaturity of faith.  Is your life fully committed to God?  Are you wholly yielded to Him?  If not, turn everything over to the Lord at this moment.

And, should you not be a Christian, I urge you to come to Christ.  To you, God says, For by grace are ye saved, through faith.  That’s “saving” faith, trusting in Christ’s death, resurrection, and present intercession for your salvation.  Someone has taken the word “faith,” and made an acrostic:  Forsaking All I Take Him.  Will you take Christ into your life at this moment?  Will you become a child of God by believing on Him?  I sincerely hope you will.

Father, may we not be doubters, but shouters -- praising You for our victories in Christ!  May we walk by faith every moment of every day, trusting You for all things.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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