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      The Wonderful Change

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are you growing weaker and weaker in body?  Maybe you are plagued by an incurable disease or handicap.  Well let me tell you, if you are one of Christ’s followers, it won’t always be that way.  You are going to get a new body which will never know sickness, disease, or deformity.  So, pleased stay tuned.  I want to tell you about it.

As you know, the body in which we are living today is a dying body.  It is subject to continuous decay.  Year by year, our eyes grow dim, our organs become infected, and our teeth decay.  There are many indications that we are living in a weak and dying body.  Even those in the best of heath are assured that they can only live on this earth for a limited time.  It is the will of God that every human return to his native dust.  Now this is not true of the new body which the follower of Christ will receive when Christ returns.  
The new body never loses its identity.  We read of the new body in 1 Corinthians 15:43.  The old body is sown in dishonor; but the new body is raised in glory.  God has wonderful plans for the new body of the believer.  It will be a glorious body, unmarked by the premonitions of death which all of us bear in the old body.  The life-span of the new body will have no limitations relative to time.  It cannot be touched by death, nor is it limited in power.  It will live on, year after year, and never grow old.  It will toil throughout eternity but never get tired.  It will always be in the best of health and never be encumbered by weakness.  As far as the believer is concerned, in eternity there will never be any such thing as a grave.  There will be no need for a grave.  We shall live on and on forever and ever.

How different from our present body.  At the graveside, the minister is heard to say, Dust to dust, earth to earth, ashes to ashes.  But these words will never once be uttered in Heaven.  There will be many wonderful changes from the old body to the new.  The new body will be unusually beautiful.  The old will be sown in dishonour; but the new body will be raised in glory, like unto Christ.
Perhaps we can get something of a picture of the change if we think of the caterpillar – creeping and crawling about – which could easily be trodden underfoot.  But just wait a few weeks.  The caterpillar spins itself a grave, lies down, and sleeps.  Later the crysolis and the new insect flies forth with glittering wings.  The wormlike caterpillar becomes a beautiful and colorful butterfly.  This suggests something of the change that will take place in the believer when Christ returns for His own.  Sown in dishonour, but raised in glory.
Not only will there be a transformation to beauty, the new body will be one of power.  In 1 Corinthians 15:43, we read that it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  Presently there are limits to that which even the strongest person can do.  Usually, the older we get, the weaker we become, but not so in the new body.  The powerless body that had to lie down and die will be raised a powerful body.  I don’t think there will be any limits as to the power we shall possess in our new body.  

Are we not told, in 1 John 3:2, that when he (Christ) shall appear we shall be like him?  Christ knew no limits to power when He was on this earth.  Probably, in the new body, we shall be able to move from one place to another, merely by a thought.  Doubtless, our eyes will be able to pierce distance with no loss of vision.  And, of course, the memory which often plagues us on earth will never again fail us.  I believe if we were to use every figment of the imagination in attempting to visualize the changes from the old to the new, we would not begin to fathom all that God has prepared for those who love him.  Our present body is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:  It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body, Paul says.  Believer in Christ, when you are raised from the dead, you will have identity.  Your loved ones in Christ will recognize you and know you.  Remember, this was the marvelous hope that strengthened David when the angel of death visited his household and snatched his little son from him.  He cannot come to me, cried David, but I shall go to him.  David knew that he would see his little boy again.  He knew he would recognize him, and spend eternity with him.  We shall never lose our identity, and we shall be equipped with glorious beauty and power.
But before I close, let me remind you that if you have never received Christ that what I have been saying is really not for you.  To be raised a saint of God in Christ, you must die a saint of God in Christ.  One does not plant wheat and get rye.  No unsaved person will ever be buried in death and raised a saint.  God says, in Galatians 6:7-8, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  As sure as there is a Heaven, there is also a Hell; and those who die outside of Christ must go to an eternal hell.  Thus I beseech you to take the Lord into your life, if you never have.  Death for you could be nearer than you think.  As you die, so you will be raised from the dead.  If you die without Christ, you will be raised without Christ.  Only if you die as a believer will you be raised in the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Don’t take a chance on the word of God being wrong.  For in all the years of civilization, it never has been wrong.  

A Christian was urging a careless friend to make a decision for Christ before it would be too late.  “Don’t trouble yourself about me,” he said, “I’ll slip into heaven with the crowd someday.”  “My friend,” replied the Christian, “you have mistaken the place.  The crowd is on the way to hell.  So if you slip in with the crowd, you will slip into hell.”   The Scripture says, Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go in thereat; Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.   If you have never taken Christ into your life, do it right now. 
Heavenly Father, I praise You for the privilege of knowing the Lord.  What a thrilling life it is to trust Him day by day for all our needs, and to follow Him with the anticipation of someday being with Him.  Grant that anyone listening who does not know Him may turn to Him now.  For I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

