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      On The Heavenly Road

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you know where you are going when you die?  You ask, “Can anyone know that for sure?”  You most certainly can.  God states it in His word.  There need be no doubt about it.  I am going to Heaven – not because of who I am, or what I’ve done, or anything else – but because of the love and grace of Almighty God.

In my previous message on the resurrection, I spoke about the identity that is never lost after death.  Then, I considered the beauty and power that shall identify the resurrection body.  I want to say a little more about identity before I leave the subject.  I’ve heard it said that possibly, in the resurrection, all believers will be of one age (and young, and not old).  I have difficulty with this idea.  As on earth, I feel that as each one of us is marked by a particular personality, the same will be true in Heaven with the resurrection body.  If we sow barley, we do not produce wheat.  If we sow tares, they will not grow in the form of rye.  As every grain has its own peculiar form and every seed its own body, so it appears to be in the resurrection.  As there are differences among us here, so there will be no two bodies alike in Heaven.  We are all of one family – the family of God – but not of one appearance or personality.  
After we are placed in the grave, we shall go back to dust.  But when we rise from the dead, we shall be different from each other.  The body of Paul will not be like the body of Peter; Andrew will not be like the sons of Zebedee.  The principle will continue:  every seed will produce its own body.  This was true of our Lord after He came forth from the grave.  His personality was the same.  At first, some of His followers had difficulty recognizing Him.  But I don’t believe this was because Jesus had changed His personality, countenance, or bodily form.  The problem may have been unbelief on the part of those who thought He was dead.  Every believer will retain his individuality.  He will be like, and yet unlike, all other believers in Heaven.  As we know Matthew and John as distinct personalities through the study of the New Testament, so we shall know them as distinct personalities in Heaven.
I get excited every time I think what is in store for those of us who love Jesus Christ.  When I realize that all the great preachers of days gone by will be there, along with the disciples, the fathers of the early church, the Old Testament saints, and all my friends and loved ones in Christ, I tell you, this is an exciting thought.  What a wonderful place this will be.  When you compare it with the world in which we are living (with all of its strife and hatred, all of its bloodshed and misery), we can say, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 

In the course of life, I have met saints of God who’ve suffered physical infirmities for years.  Some of them have not known of a good night’s rest for many months; others are in constant pain.  How assuring that this will not always continue!  The grave will end all this, and though the resurrection body will be the same, that body will never know suffering or pain again.  I read, in Revelation 21:4, And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away.  Our church histories tell us of two men who were to be burned to death in the days of Queen Mary because of their fidelity to the truth of God.  One of them was a lame man; the other a blind man.  As the fire was being started, the lame man hurled away his staff, and turned and said to the blind man, “Courage, brother, the fire will cure both of us.”  Well, we who believe can say of the grave, “Courage, brother, the grave will cure us all.”  We shall leave our infirmities and heartaches behind.  It is for this reason that we can endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ while we wait, knowing that our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
But may I remind you again that the unbelievers must likewise rise from the dead.  Let us not think that Christians are the only ones who are going to be resurrected.  At the end of the thousand year reign of Christ on this earth, there will be a resurrection of the unjust: the unbelievers.  The Bible teaches two resurrections: one prior to Christ’s millennial reign (for believers), and one following the thousand year reign (for unbelievers).  John 5:28-29 makes this clear.  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life (before the thousand years); and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (or “condemnation,” after the thousand years).  The drunkards, thieves, prostitutes, hypocrites, liars, the self-righteous, and all that have not experienced the new birth, will all be in this crowd, and resurrected at the resurrection of unbelievers.  Those who have no time for God, those who live for themselves, those who reveled in sin, will not end their misery in the grave.  They will pass through the grave into worse misery.

The body of flesh which the unbeliever used to transgress the law of God will be the same body in which he will suffer throughout eternity.  Let no one think he will be burned up or annihilated in hell.  What does the Scripture say? – The body is raised incorruptible.  It can never be corrupted by fire, or any other force.  It is immortal.   As the righteous will have power, so will the unsaved in the resurrection body.  But it will not be as the righteous; it will be power to agonize and suffer.  I hope you will consider this if you have been prone to overlook the importance of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Recognize that the Bible is clear when it says, in Psalm 9:17, The wicked shall be turned into hell.  Eternal agony and unutterable punishment await all the unsaved in hell.  To every unsaved person, God says in His word, Accept ye repent, and believe on Christ, hell will be your abode forever after death.    Lest this may sound harsh and unfair, may I remind you that God did not create hell for human beings.  He created hell for the devil and his angels, the Bible says.  But those who persist in following the devil and his angels will, of necessity, end up with him.  Now, if you are unsaved, this means you should trust in Christ, if you never have.  So get on the heavenly road.  Christ is the way.  Claim Him, right now, as your Savior and Lord.

Father, I pray for many who are blind in sin, groping on into the darkness of a Christ-less eternity.  God, the broad road leading to hell is crowded.  Grant that in Your mercy, You will snatch some from this road today, and put them on the heavenly way through Jesus our Lord, in whose name I pray.  Amen. 
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