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The Adorned Life

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
People tell us nice things.  But I wonder what our Christian friends really think of us.  From what they have seen, do they classify us as hypocrites?  Or are they attracted to us because our Christian life is so alluring and beautiful.  That was true of Jesus, you will remember.  If it was true of our leader, don’t you think it should be true of His followers?

Charles Barkley, the superstar basketball player said, in a television ad, “I am not a role model.”  Like it or not, he is a role model.  Everybody is a role model for someone else.  If we profess Christ, people watch us.  They watch us very carefully to see if what we profess by mouth matches the way we live.   Paul could say, Imitate me just as I also imitate Christ.  He realized the importance of following the Lord closely because of the eyes around that were fixed on Him.  You and I have this same responsibility – to live for the Lord and honor Him in all that we do.

Paul wrote to the Galatians, If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  Christians must be extremely careful of what they say and do, 24 hours a day.  There is no time when we can stoop to sin, because (as I say) the eyes of the world are fixed upon us.  You see, we didn’t have to become Christians; we chose to become Christians.  We were not forced into this experience, but since we did decide for Christ, we are duty-bound to live for Christ.  People should recognize the glory of Christ even in the Christian’s countenance.  When Christ enters a person’s life, He changes the entire personality.  Even though we may have been selfish, thoughtless, and unkind, Christ makes us considerate, thoughtful, and gracious.  We become new creations in Christ.  Old things are passed away.  All things are become new.  This is the miracle of grace.

I was reading of the great preacher, Robert McShane, who was a saintly man of God.  He died very early in life, but he won many souls to Christ.  After he died, a letter addressed to him was found on his desk.  It was from someone he had led to Christ.  Here’s a quote from the letter.  “It was nothing you said that first made me wish to become a Christian.  It was the beauty of holiness which I saw in your face.”  My! what a testimony this is to the sincerity and commitment of Robert McShane.  Perhaps you will recall that the psalmist said, Let the beauty of the LORD thy God be upon us.  Christ is beautiful in every respect.  His followers should be the same, so that the people of the world will covet what we possess as the result of new life in Christ.  

Naturally, we have no beauty of our own – and I’m not talking about physical beauty.  I am speaking about the beauty of the holiness which was seen in Robert McShane.  Well, how do we get that?  -- We spend time with Christ.  He is our role model.  He is our mentor.  We fellowship with Him, daily (in His word and in prayer), until we begin to reflect the glory that comes only from Heaven above.  You see, the Christian life is much more than following the accepted do’s and don’ts of Christian conduct.  It involves the living out of the in-living Christ.  

In Titus 2:10, Paul instructed Titus to encourage Christians to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.  Such a statement suggests that its’ not enough to speak as Christians.  It is not enough to know the right answers to questions of doctrine.  These things are well and good.  They have their rightful place, but they are not enough.  Knowledge alone, phraseology alone, is bare.  It is cold.  It is formal.  It is scholastic.  It is academic.  God is looking for an adorning doctrine.  He is looking for something that has beauty about it – something beyond phraseology, beyond the right answers.  God wants holiness of life.  If He wanted it in Paul’s time, you can believe He wants it now.

The adorned life will consider carefully the temptations that are common to all of us.  I think we know what they are.  Most of us can come up with our own list:  Don’t lie, don’t cheat, don’t belittle, don’t disparage . . . anything that takes from the radiance of our Christian testimony – Paul says, “Don’t do it, that you may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”  Maybe you would have to say, “The doctrine I care about is unadorned.”  It may be correct in every detail of doctrine, but I tell you it is not beautiful.  It is not gracious or kind.  There is nothing especially attractive about it.  It is cold, lifeless and dead.  If this should be true in your life, take the matter before God who resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  He is able to provide the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is (in His sight) of great price.  Keep in mind that it is a blessed privilege we have to be called of God to adorn, to live out in all of its beauty and fragrance, the doctrine of God our Savior.  It’s the great need of our day, in my estimation.  Our churches have Christians, but how few “adorned Christians,” in whom the beauty of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen clearly.  You and I are far from perfection, but we have a perfect Savior.  And as we open our hearts and lives to His control, His perfection begins to move in, and the adorned life is the result.  

What I have been talking about today demands discipline.  It is not easy to live an adorned life.  One thing is sure, we can’t live it in human strength.  It must be a work of God in us.  But you and I hold the key to the door that unlocks the entrance for Christ to come in and fill us with Himself. Some of us need a new filling of Him.  We’ve grown cold in heart.  We’ve lost interest.  Open the door, dear friend!  Let God move in as He once was.  Show forth the beauty of Christ.  Let your friends and loved ones know that something has taken place.  It has been needed for a long while.  You won’t have to tell them.  They will see with their own eyes.  Time is running out.  Our days are numbered.  If we belong to Christ, we are no longer our own possession, but His – to be fruitful and useful.  Let Christ reign in your life.  

And if you have never acknowledged Him as your Savior and Lord, now is the time to do that.  Don’t wait until it’s too late – for then the door will be shut.  The foolish virgins tried this, and it didn’t work.  Heavenly Father, I praise You for the life of Christ that has been reproduced in those who love You.  May our prayer be:  
More about Jesus would I know, 
More of His grace to others show; 
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love that died for me.

This I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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