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Help Is Available

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are so many lonely and distressed people in this world of ours.  Sometimes you can’t even detect their wretched condition from the outside, but inside they are totally disgusted with life.  Well, let me tell you, there is a solution to this miserable existence.

In the last chapter of the Bible, there is a consoling invitation from God to those who are in need.  Listen to it as I read from Revelation 22:17.  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  In this verse, God is offering the water of life to those who are spiritually thirsty and destitute.  There is no need for anyone to die in his sins.  God has provided the life-giving water.  There is a fountain where everyone can find satisfaction.  Christ is the living water.  He promises, in John 4:14, that whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  Here is the fountain that never runs dry.  Regardless of how far gone one may be, Christ – the water of life – is sufficient.

Now, please note that this fountain provides the water of life.  Not merely water, but the water that gives life.  Man, by birth, is a sinner.  The Bible tells us in James 1:15 that sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  But Christ provides the water that delivers from all sin.  With the deliverance from sin comes the escape from death (that is, spiritual death).  Whoever trusts in Christ will never perish in his sins.  The Bible says he will be the possessor of eternal life.  The water of life can wash you clean from all your sins and make you whiter than snow, regardless of how sinful you may be.  It can produce the whiteness of a holy life.  
But you may say, “That’s well and good; but if I were to drink of the living water, within ten minutes I would be back to my old sins again.”  This is where you are mistaken.  Not only does Christ take away the guilt of sin and pardon us, He takes away the desire for sin.  The living water will quench your thirst for sin.  Christ can so cleanse you that you will no longer love sin.  But should you yield to temptation, there is immediate forgiveness as you confess to the Lord and tell Him you are sorry for what you have done.  He forgives immediately because of His mercy and grace.  May I assure you that you will never know what true happiness is until you take Jesus Christ into your life.  You may think you know what it is.  I thought the same thing, but I was so wrong.  For months and years, I warmed my hands at the fire of sin; but once I tasted of the water of life, I never wanted to go back to the old ways again.  There are other fountains that Satan has devised, but they do not offer reality.  In Christ, you will find what you cannot find any other place: satisfaction.  After you drink of the fountain of life, you will never thirst of life unless it is a thirst for more of Christ and His word.  This will not be a thirst of pain, but a thirst of joy: a happy thirst, thirsting after the love of Christ.

But not only is this water sufficient to provide this marvelous satisfaction in this life, but it prepares for the next life as well.  For the one who trusts in Christ, the Bible assures us that he has everlasting life.  His body will die and suffer corruption for a while, but immediately at death his soul will depart to be with Christ forever.  Later, the body will be raised a glorious body.  Though sown in weakness, it shall rise in glory and power, and be united with the soul.  And both body and soul will inherit the joys Christ has prepared for the believer for all eternity.  
Possibly, you are like some who would say, “Well this sounds all very wonderful, but it is not for me.  I am too far gone.”  May I remind you of the one to whom this invitation is given?  It is stated three ways in the verse.  First, it is for the one who will hear.  Have you been listening to me?  Have you heard what I said?  Alright, this is for you.  Secondly, it is for the one who is thirsty.  Do you have a thirst for God?  Do you want something better than anything you have ever known in life?  Then this is for you.  Thirdly, God uses the word whosoever.  That means everybody and anybody.  It is all-inclusive.  In fact, you could even substitute your name for this word whosoever.  If your name is John Brown, you could read the verse: And if John Brown will, let him take the water of life freely.  (Put your name in there.  This is God’s personal invitation to you.)  And whosoever will, let him come and take the water of life freely.  
Are you willing?  This is the condition.  (There is no question about the invitation.  It is clear, but God leaves it with you.)  He will not save you against your will.  He has made every provision for your salvation and for the best in life.  It is your privilege to enjoy, but you must be willing.  You must come to the place where you will say to Christ, “I will – I will receive You into my life.” Now, be sure of this:  Christ is willing to save you.  To prove this, He went to the Cross and died for your sins.  He rose again to prove that He was willing to save you.  Thus salvation has to do with the will.  
Maybe you say you can’t understand it all.  The invitation does not say “If you understand it all, you can be saved.”  It simply says that if you will receive the water of life, you can be saved.  One need not understand everything to believe.  If you will to believe, you can believe and be saved.  You may not even be able to read and write.  Possibly, you cannot read this invitation found in Revelation 22:17 that I am speaking about.  It isn’t necessary that you read or write to be saved.  The invitation is not to “whosoever is knowledgeable, let him come,” but whosoever will.  When I came to Christ (many years ago) I knew nothing about the Bible, but I had a will to believe.  I knew I needed something better than I had.  And when I read about it in John, the third chapter, I couldn’t resist.  Are you willing to be saved?  Then you can be saved.  Don’t let your lack of knowledge keep you away.  Don’t let the lack of knowledge of the Scriptures close the door.  Simply say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I realize that you died for all sinners and Your invitation is for whosoever will.  I will come.  I will believe.  Come into my life and save me.”  

Possibly you say, “But I don’t feel any special urge to come.”  Again, the verse is not “whosoever feels an urge,” but whosoever will.  The Bible doesn’t teach anything about a special feeling or urge to be saved.  Remember:  It’s a matter of the will.  “ . . . but my life has been terrible – I’ve been a drunkard; I’ve been on drugs!”  There is no reference here to your past life.  It simply says whosoever will.  Are you willing to come to Christ?  If you are, then drink of the water of life.  Christ is yours for the receiving.  Let Him in.

Father God, I thank You that this fountain never runs dry.  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  May many trust Him right now.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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