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         Who Is In Charge?
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
One purpose to military life is the experience of discipline.  Many young people who join the military knew little of discipline in their home, but they learn about it very quickly in the military.  Well discipline is also necessary in the army of God.  It’s different, however, from the forced discipline of the military – for it is completely voluntary.  It comes through full commitment and surrender to Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 9:9, we read, And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me.  And he arose, and followed him.  Repeatedly we see these words in the gospels, as they came from the lips of our Lord: Follow me.  I wonder if you have really thought of the fullness of meaning in those words Follow me.  I don’t think Jesus meant that we should follow Him simply to be saved.  But when He said, Follow me, He meant that we should follow Him wholeheartedly until the day we take our last breath upon this earth.  Hour by hour, moment by moment, we should follow Him.  I believe He is saying this to you and to me, in our day, just as much as He said it to Matthew many years ago.

A native of the Belgian Congo, who had been wondrously saved, prayed one night in a group prayer meeting, “O Lord, Thou art the needle and I am the cotton.”  Well that seems to be a strange prayer request, doesn’t it?  But this African was praying out of his heart.  He had visited the mission school that day, and had observed (while watching the girls sew) how that the cotton thread always followed the needle.  Thus when he prayed, “O Lord, thou are the needle and I am the cotton,” he was praying “Lord, enable me to follow you whithersoever You would have me go.”  

Christ would have you and me who are in Him (who know Him) to be close to Him at all times – so completely yielded to Him that we would follow Him as directly and dependently as the thread follows the needle.  That reminds me of the words of the apostle Paul (found in Philippians 1:21), For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  That’s what it means to follow Christ.  Regardless of what comes our way – sunshine or rain, joy or sorrow, peace or turmoil – we are to follow Him.  For to me to live is Christ.  Suppose every Christian were able to say, in reality, For me to live is Christ.  Many have to say, “For me to live is my business,” others “pleasure,” still others, “my family.”  And dozens of other interests turn us from our supreme object and goal in life.   Dear Christian friend, can you say “For me to live is Christ”?  Are you following Him, or are you simply naming Him as your Savior, but you do not know Him as your Lord?  

There is a story of a young composer whose music was being performed.  He kept his eyes fixed intently on one man in the audience – watching every expression that played upon his features.  It was his teacher.  He cared more for the slightest mark of favor on his face than for all the applause of the great company.  So, in all our life, we should refrain from anyone or anything that defiles us.  Listen to 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ with Be’lial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will be their God; and they shall be my people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive you.  Well that’s clear, isn’t it?  Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord.  
What is it hindering your usefulness for God?  What has crowded Bible study out of your life?  What or who has robbed you of precious time to wait on God in prayer?  Oh, do something about it before tragedy strikes.  Hear the voice of the Lord speaking to your heart today, saying, Play the game for Me, play the game for Me.  
Do you remember when Jesus was sitting with His disciples at the Last Supper? how He lifted up His voice and prayed? And in the midst of His prayer, there came these wonderful words: For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified.   Is there anything in all the teachings that man has had from the lips of God that is nobler? that is more far-reaching than this:  to be my best not simply for my own sake, but for the sake of the world?  You can help your fellow men.  You must help your fellow men.  But you can only do it by being the very best you can be for God.  And He intends you to be this way.  You can only be this as you commit yourself fully to His control, unreservedly yielding to His Lordship.  He wants to be more than your Savior.  He did not save you simply to take you to Heaven after you’re all finished living for yourself.  His purpose far exceeds that.  He saved you to enjoy His marvelous and overwhelming privileges from the moment of your new birth until you meet Him face to face at the threshold of eternity.  
You cannot enjoy God’s best as long as you proceed to go your own way.  God’s way is always the best way.  It can only be known, however, as you yield fully to His leadership and control.  This is what Paul had in mind when he said, in 1 Corinthians 10:31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  This is the yielded life.  This is the God-controlled life that desires, above all, God’s will.  This is the happy life.  The question is: Is it your life?  If not, you’re missing God’s best for you.  Do not be deceived by Satan.  He desires to ruin your testimony.  He is the author of sin, and sin can ruin you.  
In his book “Day by Day,” Vance Havner tells of a group of Christians from different churches who began to meet periodically to discuss various problems which had arisen.  But the more they met and the more they discussed, the bigger their problems grew.  Finally someone suggested, “Why don’t we forget about our problems for a while, and gather just to talk about the Lord Jesus Christ?”  So they began to come together to consider the Lord – to sit at His feet and learn of Him through His word.  And, lo, their problems began to dissolve as they fell in love afresh with Jesus, and with each other.  

Well, I say again, let’s not be deceived by Satan.  There is victory in Christ, but we must mean business with God.  He can change things for us, if only we shall give Christ the preeminence.  Will you do it?  You’ll have to take it from here.  God has done His part, and I have sought to do mine now.  It’s up to you.  Do something about your life and your need, dear friend, and God will bless you for it.

Lord, at this moment, many of us are handing the rein over to You.  We’ve had control for too long, but now it’s all the way – it  will be “Jesus until the end.”  Lead the way, and we will follow.  In your Name.  Amen.
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