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Training for Eternity

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Who will not agree that in all probability the most important responsibility anyone can have is that of being a good mother.  Many are failing in this responsibility.  But, on the other hand, there are loving and faithful mothers who are doing an excellent job in training their children for eternity.
For time immemorial, women have been known as members of the weaker sex.  But, more often than not, the expression “weaker sex” has been an error.  For example, I think of Maude Merritt, a missionary out in South Africa.  She was not a registered nurse, but her first aid and home remedies did much to ease the pain of the South African Zulus.  Her medical ability was highly respected.  So it was natural that she should be called upon one day when a native’s cow was gored by a buffalo.  Arriving at the scene, Maude found the animal’s intestines protruding.  She washed them as best she could, replaced them, and began to stitch.  The Zulu men, who pride themselves upon their manliness, were all stricken.  They watched her until she finished, and then one of the men arose to pay her the highest compliment he knew.  “Woman,” he said, “you are a man.”  

Well, indeed we can agree that in their bravery, fearlessness, and courage, many women appear as men.  Consider the height of usefulness to which some of the holy women of the Bible attain.  Deborah ventured forth against Jabin and his 900 chariots of iron.   It was an active maiden who was the means of directing Naaman to the prophet.  And then think of Esther who interceded for her people, notwithstanding the unalterable nature of the Median and Persian law.  Then there was also the devotedness of the women who were the first ones at the tomb after the Resurrection of our Lord.  And while many men were fearful of being expelled from the synagogue, it was Lydia who extended her hospitality to the servants of Christ.  Well we can thank God for the faithful women who have stood true to Jesus Christ down through the centuries.  And for those who are exalting His Name in our day, many of them are unheard of.  You will never hear their names until you get to Heaven.  But I am thinking of homes all around the world where chosen women of God are standing true as faithful mothers and wives.  May God bless each one of them, and give them strength and wisdom day-by-day to do His blessed will.

One of the best examples of a consecrated mother I know of is that of Eunice, spoken of in 2 Timothy 1:5.  The apostle Paul wrote, When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.  In Eunice, we have a splendid example of a faithful mother and what an unspeakable blessing to thousands has the devout and modest home-life of that simple-minded woman been.  Of the history of Eunice, little is recorded (except that she also was the child of a devout mother).  Who knows, patient and faithful Christian mother, but that boy or girl in your home is being educated by you for some service that will exalt the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is nothing or no one to take your place as far as a godly influence for your child is concerned.  

In Ezekiel 16:44, we read, As is the mother, so is her daughter.  How true this is.  We have seen this verse personified in living parables time and time again.  If the mother is godless and irresponsible, usually her daughter will be the same way.  If, on the other hand, the mother loves the Lord and is willing to put Him first at any cost, doubtless the children will rejoice to follow in her steps.  

Lettura (the great French entomologist) was an atheist, but he married a pious woman.  When their little daughter was born, they agreed that the mother should have charge of the child’s education until she was 15, and then she was to be turned over to the father’s care.  The time came, and the mother said to her husband, “Here is your child.  I have endeavored for 15 years to do my duty by her, and in accordance with our arrangement, I now turn her education over to you.”  “Wife,” said Lettura, “You have done well.  I did not believe in religion.  I did not believe in a God.  I thought these were foolish ideas with which to scare children.  I have seen what you have done for our daughter; and I have seen how you have made her pure, unselfish, and virtuous.  You have made her a God-fearing, self-respecting, parent-venerating child.  You have not only brought religion to your child, but to your husband also.  I now believe in your Christ, and I will worship him with you.”  
Praise God for mothers who are willing to put the Lord Jesus Christ first in everything.  Regrettably, there are not enough of them.  Many mothers are putting scores of things before the Lord, and many more have no time for God whatsoever.  If it should be that I am speaking to a mother who has never definitely invited Jesus Christ to come into her life, I urge you to consider the serious responsibility you have not only for your own life, but for that of your children.  Remember the verse again:  As is the mother, so is her daughter.  And, we could add, so is the son.  Hear me.  You need Jesus Christ.  You cannot adequately rear your children without a personal knowledge of Him.  Why don’t you turn to Him at this moment and ask Him to become your Savior and Lord.  Then, day-by-day, you will have the privilege of going to Him in prayer for all that you will need to fulfill your serious obligation of being a Christian mother.  

At the close of one of the great battles in WWII, a young soldier lay dying.  A Christian comrade by whose side he had fallen earnestly besought him to trust himself to the Savior.  Among the pleas offered to induce him to submit to Christ was, “Perhaps even now, your dear mother is praying for you.”  With an expression of contempt, the dying boy replied, “My mother never prayed.”  In a few minutes, he was in eternity.  
Well, if you happen to be a prayer-less mother, I urge you to turn to Jesus Christ who loves you with an ever-lasting love and who wants to give you everlasting life.  Then become a praying mother.  Do as we are told in Lamentations 2:19, Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord:  lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children.  

Of course, until you receive Jesus, you cannot pray.  You cannot lift your hands toward Him for the life of your young children.  That’s why I’m urging you.  If you never have definitely asked the Lord Jesus to come into your life, do it now as we bow our heads in prayer.  Father God, I thank You for Christian mothers who love You and seek to do Your will.  But I am concerned about many mothers who have not taken Christ into their heart and home.  May they just now receive Him, and come to know Him as Savior and Lord; and then, faithfully rear their children in the way of Truth.  This I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.   
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