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 Life’s Greatest Panorama (Part 1)
              Dr. J. Allen Blair

I have been told the best way to get things done is to make out a schedule and put the most important things first, and then all the rest.  If you don’t get everything done in the allotted time, at least you are finished with the most important.  Well the same is true in the spiritual world.  Eternal values should be first on the list, and then all the rest.
Let me invite your interest in Psalm 31.  In the first five verses of this psalm, we have presented what I believe to be life’s greatest panorama.  You may wonder, what is life’s greatest panorama?  Well, it’s to be a Christian:  To know Christ and, in this happy relationship with Him, to know the blessing of the highest kind of life God has intended for all mankind.

In these first five verses of Psalm 31, God has given us a comprehensive view of the Christian life from its beginning to its earthly ending.  Now how does the Christian life begin?  It begins in only one way.  It has its inception when a man or woman declares, as did the psalmist in verse 1, In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust.  The Christian life begins with a partnership.  The moment one makes this confession of putting his trust in Jesus Christ the Son of God, he enters into an eternal partnership with God that can never be broken.  This is an insoluble relationship that cannot be severed by time or eternity.  Whoever one may be, if he makes this profession by saying, In thee O LORD [Jesus] do I put my trust, God declares that he becomes one with Christ.  
There are many in this world seeking other ways to God, but the Bible declares that there’s only one way.  Many thousands of people are seeking to find God through their own morality.  And yet, the Bible makes it clear that morality is insufficient as an experience of God’s grace.  We read in Romans 10:3, For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  Well this is indeed a clear picture of mankind without Christ.  Going about seeking to establish his own righteousness (which, as Isaiah tells us, is as filthy rags), he has not submitted himself to the righteousness of Christ made possible through the Cross and through the shed blood of Christ..  The moral man is ignorant of the truth of righteousness that alone can save him from his sins, and he will not submit to the righteousness of God.  
There is only one approach to God, the Lord tells us, in John 10:9.  Jesus said, I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  He further states, in John 10:1, Verily, verily I say unto you, He that enters not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.  God has provided one way of salvation.  It is not morality.  It is not through the church.  It is not good works.  It is not baptism.  It is through Jesus Christ.  
We read in Ephesians 1:5-7, Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.  Salvation is through the shed blood of Christ.  The blood that poured forth from His veins on Calvary’s Cross is the only sacrifice acceptable for sins.  It is His blood that completely blots out the sin of the repentant believer.  Salvation is of God.  It is not of man.  We must accept it, but God alone can provide it.  We further read, in Galatians 3:26, For ye are all the children of God . . .   How?  . . . by faith in Christ Jesus.  God says, in Isaiah 43:11, I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.   Do not be deceived.  Do not look this way or that way for salvation.  Look to God, and realize that Jesus Christ the Son of God is the Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world.  And if you are willing to say, as did David, “In Thee, O Christ, do I put my trust,” I tell you, God will save you for all eternity and that right now.  He will give you everlasting life.  He will transform your life.  You will have new aspirations and new joys which come with the new life that He gives.
He says of this life, in John 10:10, that it is the more abundant life.  Man without Christ does not know this life.   Unless he has entered into this partnership with the Son of God, he does not know what it is to really live.  But the love of God coming into our hearts through Christ can transform us, and give us peace and blessing.

I recall the artist who painted a picture of wintry twilight.  The trees were heavy laden with snow.  There was in the distance a dreary, dark house, lonely and desolate, in the midst of the snow storm. It is a sad picture, but with a quick stroke of his brush, and with golden paint, he put a light in the window of the house.  The affect was magical.  The entire scene was transformed into a vision of comfort and cheer.  Well when one says to God, “In Thee, O Christ, do I put my trust,” the supernatural hand of God (as with the sweep of a brush) touches the heart and that life (once sober and dismayed) immediately is transformed into one of praise and blessing.  Real and lasting happiness surges forth into the heart.  And, as God says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.  That life once unhappy, miserable, wretched, apart from the love of God, is transformed into one of felicity and equanimity.  

Now, going to the next verse, we see the prerogative that is ours if we have entered into this partnership with Jesus.  As well as the prerogative, this might also be termed the believer’s potency, for it has to do with our privilege of prayer.  The psalmist says, Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me.  Throughout the believer’s life, if he has put his trust in the Lord Jesus, he has the privilege of prayer.  Until a man receives Christ as his Savior and Lord, he has no right whatsoever to call upon the Name of God in prayer, because the Bible teaches that prayer can only be offered in and through the name of Jesus Christ.  We read in John 15:7, where Jesus said, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done to you.  There must be the abiding in Christ before there can be the asking.  If you are abiding in Christ, the Lord declares that it shall be done unto you.  But, you must be in Him.
Well we shall continue tomorrow, but be sure you have made this very important decision:  In Thee, O Christ, do I put my trust.  Tell the Lord, and really mean it.  

Blessed Lord Jesus, I thank You for salvation full and free.  May many today who are listening turn to You and believe You and receive You as Savior and Lord.  Watch over us all.  In Christ’s name.  Amen.  
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