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Life’s Greatest Panorama (Part 3)
              Dr. J. Allen Blair

From the first five verses in Psalm 31, we see life’s great panorama.  There are five things presented.  First of all, the partnership:  The moment we believe on Christ, we enter into this eternal partnership with the Son of God.  Then, in verse 2, we saw our prerogative in Christ – Matthew 21:22, And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive – the privilege of prayer.  And, then thirdly in verse 3, we saw the preservation.  God cares for His own.  God guides His own, and we can trust Him for all things.  Well, today we finish out the first five verses and we talk about perseverance and perpetuation.  So, please stay with us.
In verse 4 of Psalm 31, the psalmist says, Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength.  Here we see the believer’s perseverance.  It is not always easy to be a Christian.  Sometimes we are overwhelmed by temptations and discouragements. But, through the victory we have in Christ, we can persevere.  We are warned in 1 Peter 5:8-9 that the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith.  Though we belong to Christ, be assured, we shall still be tempted by Satan.  But the Bible teaches that we are to resist him in the faith. We are to trust in the power of Christ to give us deliverance from temptation.  
When we face Satan, we are facing a mighty foe.  We read in Jude 9, Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  Even Michael the archangel would not face the devil in his own strength, but faced him in the strength of Christ.  Every believer must be aware constantly of the fact that he cannot possibly face Satan in human strength.  There must be complete and absolute reliance upon the strength of the Lord Jesus if we are to overcome temptation.  Like the psalmist, we may get trapped in the net of Satan, but we should realize, and say as did David, Thou art my strength.  Christ is our strength.  Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Satan is anxious to destroy the work of God.  He is out to disrupt  harmony among believers.  Paul tells us, in Thessalonians, Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.   Satan is always seeking to hinder.  But, remember, our strength is in the Lord, even as David said in Psalm 94:18, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up.  There is a way with God.  For He says, in 1 Corinthians 10:13, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  There is victory in Christ.  The Lord is willing to keep us in the hour of temptation, if we are willing to be kept.  Satan may be mighty, but remember, God is Almighty.  He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Do not be a defeated Christian.  Experience the joy and victory we have in Christ.  Learn to rely upon Him for strength, and you will find that Satan will be defeated and Christ will be the victor.

Well the fifth verse in this 31st psalm tells us of the perpetuation of the Christian life.  We read the words: into thine hand I commit my spirit:  thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.  Death brings down the curtain on our lives.  But, if we are in Christ, it does not mark the end of the play.  You may remember that these are the very words Christ uttered on the Cross.  Luke 23:46, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.  Christ is the firstfruits of our salvation.  He died, was buried, and rose again as an assurance that because He lives we shall live also.  This glorious partnership into which we have entered in Christ will continue throughout all eternity.  Someday, my lips will be silent, my body will be buried, but they will never bury me.  For I (that is, my true self) will live throughout eternity with Christ.  This is His promise, as found in 2 Corinthians 5:1, For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. John the apostle declared, in 1 John 3:2-3, Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.  
Do you have this hope?  Are you in Christ?  If you were called away from earth today, would you go immediately to be with the Lord Jesus?  Do you know that for sure?  Do you belong to God?  Oh! friend, you can be sure.  We can know.  The Bible tells us we can know.  Remember, it begins with the entering into the partnership with Christ.  All you have to do is say, “God, I know I am a sinner.  In Thee, O Lord Jesus, do I put my trust.”  God will save you, right now, and you will be the possessor of everlasting life.  Then, claim the blessing of the promises of the word of God – especially the one in Hebrews 6:19 – Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul.  You will be anchored in Christ.  The Lord tells us in Hosea 13:14, I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death.  This is God’s word I am giving you.  Believe Him.  Receive the truth as He has stated it.  

He says if you are willing to receive Christ, you will have eternal life, then the assurance of someday meeting Him face to face and all your loved ones in Christ, they’ll all be there.  We look for happiness here on this earth, but it is super-happiness up where Christ is.  Maybe you’ve bid goodbye to loved ones along the way.  If they were believers in Christ, I assure you from the Bible that someday, if you are in Christ, you will talk with them again.  You will live with them again, throughout all eternity.  This is the believer’s perpetuation.  
It all begins with our partnership:  It begins the moment we say, “In Thee, O Lord Jesus, do I put my trust.”  Turning our lives over to Christ, it continues throughout life, with the privilege of prayer: our prerogative, as we daily call upon the name of the Lord.  In addition to this, we have the truth of God’s preservation of His own: the fact that He will guide us step-by-step upon life’s way.  And, fourthly we saw from Psalm 31 that perseverance: utter dependence upon Christ for strength against temptation.  And, finally, the conclusion of it all, our perpetuation:  We depart to be with the Lord; we live and reign with Him forever.  
My friend, I hope you have this wonderful assurance in your life.  If you do not, if there are any doubts, I invite you to turn to Jesus right now, and say, “Lord Jesus, I’m a sinner (I know it) but I trust You to be my Savior and Lord.  I receive You into my life at this very moment.”  God’s word tells us, He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.
Father God, we thank You for the assurance we receive from the word of God that we can know that we’ve been passed from death unto life.  We pray that any that do not know this will come into that assurance today as they trust wholly in Jesus and not in themselves.  I ask it in our Savior’s name.  Amen. 
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