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Laborers for God

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
One of the prime needs of most of our churches is workers: born again people who realize the importance of serving the Lord.  Well I am sure it was true of you, as it was of me.  I never discovered how thrilling the Christian life was until I got involved and began to serve Christ.  I want to give two messages on the church known as the Ephesian church.  Like the other churches described in the opening chapters of the Book of the Revelation, there are things both good and bad spoken about this church.  Now let’s look at the “good” found in Revelation 2:2-3.  I know thy works, God says, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  Well, this is a splendid commendation for a church.  Of course, as we think of a church, we’re thinking of the people who are in the church.  What is said of the church of Ephesus can be referred to the individuals who were faithful.  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, I hope these two verses fit your life.  
Christ said, I know thy works.  Have you ever really thought of that?  He knows every one of your works.  Some people don’t have any works.  They live for themselves in the flesh.  But whatever we do for the Lord Jesus Christ is never done without His observation.  He knows our works.  The Bible says (in 1 Corinthians 3:9) of true believers, that we are labourers together with God.  Some believers are producing nothing but wood, hay, and stubble.  On the other hand, there are those who are producing the gold, silver, and precious stones, because they are faithful in their works.  In the 13th verse of 1 Corinthians 3, God says, every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.  And then, in verses 14 and 15, we read, If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  Every work as recognized by Jesus Christ and those who are faithful will be rewarded at the judgment seat of Christ.  Nothing goes unnoticed for the Lord.
I know thy works, Jesus said.  And then He adds, and thy labour.  Now there is a difference between work and labor.  One can work and not get very tired; but if he labors, it will be different.  Many Christians have works, but few are laboring for God.  There were many who did works for Christ in the apostolic days, but Paul labored for souls in the cause of the Gospel.  The labor is to pour out one’s self – to exercise all his energies for the sake of Christ and those who need to hear about Him.  All over the world, God has His chosen ones who are laboring to win men and women to Christ.  We read, in Matthew 9:35, how that Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.  Well this was more than work; this was labor.  Christ had no where to rest His head.  He was on the go continually, that people might find relief from their suffering and misery.  Recall Christ’s words to His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;   Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.  He doesn’t say “send forth workers,” but laborers: men and women who will work sacrificially for God. How we need a vision in the church of Christ today!  Too many are in a spiritual rut.  Living for themselves, they have no concern for the thousands upon thousands who are lost without Christ.  I ask you, Are you a laborer for the Lord Jesus, or simply a worker (maybe not even a worker)?  I know thy works, and thy labour, Jesus said.  

Here’s something else our Lord said:  I know thy patience.  Indeed, patience is a real asset in the work of the Lord.  There are some folks who labor for the Lord for a while, and then they get discouraged easily.  Their patience runs out; because they don’t see everything happening as they expected, they give up.  Teachers quit their Sunday school classes.  Pastors resign their pulpits.  Most of us quit too easily or too soon.  In Hebrews 21:1, we read, Let us run with patience the race that is set before us.  Don’t allow Satan to get you discouraged.  Trust the Lord.  Do as the apostle said in the 2nd verse of chapter 12:  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  
Notice the next thing our Lord said about the Ephesians:  thou canst not bear them which are evil.  Well these people had a God-given hatred for sin.  My! how we need this in our day.  We need to pray that God will give us a sincere hatred for sin – not for the sinner, understand; but for sin.  God loves sinners, but He hates their sin.  Sometimes believers have no desire to labor or work for Christ because of their own personal sins that have not yet been confessed to the Lord.  Maybe, at one time, they were being used in the Lord’s service, but sin took over.  

Notice something else about the Ephesians.  Jesus said, Thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars.  These people knew how to rightly divide the word of Truth.  Consequently, they were able to detect error when it appeared.  Many Christians in our day are so poorly taught in the word that they go along with anything they hear.  As long as God’s name is mentioned, to them, it sounds good.  It is for this reason that we need to study the Scriptures, that we might be able to recognize error when we hear it.  There is false teaching on every hand these days.  Because one is eloquent does not make him an apostle for God.  
And, finally (in verse three) Christ said of the Ephesian saints, And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured and hast not fainted.  My! what a combination.  Praise God for saints like this who keep pressing forward toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  I meet them, here and there, all the time:  businessmen who are in business for God; school teachers who are interested not only in instructing minds, but building lives; young people who are concerned about their peers who are living in sin, and they’re trying to do something about it.  Yes, God does have His faithful ones; but, regrettably, He also has His shirkers: those who are living for themselves in the flesh, who are saved by the skin of their teeth, who need a crucifixion experience whereby they will die to themselves and become alive unto Jesus Christ and His work.  I urge you to let God examine your heart.  Are you a worker and a laborer for God?  Does Christ have the preeminence in your life?  Or are you trying to run your own life?  The best way to end up a failure is to run your own life.  Let God do it.  Turn everything over to Him.  And if you’ve never claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord, do it right now.  You don’t have to understand everything (this will come later).  Don’t wait until all your questions are answered before you get saved.  Get saved and then all your questions will be answered.

Father, for those listening today who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ, search us out, I pray.  Help us to put first things first and redeem the time for the Lord Jesus.  For those who need Him, help them to recognize their need.  May they trust Him as their sin bearer, their Savior, their Lord.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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