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 Where the Trouble Began  

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Jesus tells of the shepherd who left the flock of ninety-nine sheep just to search for one wandering sheep.  Well, aren’t 99 sheep more important and valuable than just one?  Why of course! But, you see, God is not willing that any should perish.  Maybe you have wandered from the God you used to love.  If you have, that could be a rough road.  

In my previous message on the church at Ephesus, I sought to point out some of the spiritual assets evidenced in the lives of the Ephesian believers.  Today we come to the liability column.  In spite of all the worthwhile assets, the church was hindered by one devastating liability.  Our Lord declared in verse 4 of chapter 2 of Revelation: Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.   Now we may be quick to think, with all the splendid assets, are they not sufficient to overcome the liability?  Definitely not.  In this case, the one liability curtails the effectiveness of the assets.  

Now what is meant by the expression “first love”?  It refers to the days and weeks immediately following conversion, after Christ is received as Savior and Lord.  Now, for some of us, it may have been years ago; for others it could have been only recently.  What blessed days they were immediately following conversion.  How thrilling was the occasion when we realized that all our sins were blotted out; no longer were we under the condemnation of God.  We were delivered from the penalty and power of sin.  How we loved Christ.  At that time, we were willing to do anything for Christ: even die for Him, if necessary.  We were willing to give all our money, our time . . . anything! just so we could tell others of this great salvation that exceeded any experience we had ever known.  There was no task too great to perform for Him who saved us and delivered us from sin.  
But regrettably, for some of us, this first love did not continue.  This is not to suggest that Christ changed; we changed.  We cooled off and lost our fervor for Him.  Our hearts became cold.  We got away from prayer and Bible study.  Though we did not lose our salvation, we lost the joy of following Jesus.  Why?  Because we left our first love; we failed to keep first things first.  We permitted the mundane (the things of lesser value) to crowd out the spiritual that of greatest importance.  Rather than being a necessity for us moment-by-moment throughout every day, Christ became only a convenience.  We thought of Him only when He was needed greatly.  We left our first love.  

Do you recall what the Bible meant to you when you first came to Christ?  Why you couldn’t get enough!  You read it day and night, and you talked about it, and you told all your friends about Christ.  Then, something happened.  The Bible went on the shelf.  You talked about other things.  The sparkle in your life disappeared.  You left your first love.
When the church doors were opened, you were there.  You attended every service.  As the word was proclaimed, you drank it in.  But other things moved in.  Later, rather than being enraptured by the preaching of the word, you became critical.  You picked out flaws in the message as well as in the messenger.  You criticized other believers rather than look into your own heart and deal with your own short-comings.  You left your first love.
And then, remember how busy you were for God.  No task was too great.  You felt wholly inadequate.  You knew very little, but your lack of knowledge was overcome by your willingness because you loved Christ with all your heart.  If asked to teach a class of boys, you responded immediately.  If asked to usher in the church, you performed the task as though your whole life depended upon it.  But, again, other things took first place.  After all, why should you do all the work?  Others should participate.  Some have been sitting in the pew for years and have done nothing.  And, so, you left your first love.

After your conversion, the Lord blessed you in your business.  Money started coming your way.  At first you used it for God and His work.  But then it looked too good to you.  You were overcome by the deceitfulness of riches.  You fixed your eyes on money rather than Christ, and the result: you left your first love.

Possibly, you were attracted by the world or the people of the world, or both.  You looked to other Christians and saw how some of them lived.  They were not narrow.  They lowered their sites.  Well, so did you.  But it all proved to be a backlash.  You left your first love.

Well, there are dozens of other ways that cause people to leave their first love for Christ, but I am concerned that we have our first love restored if we’ve left it.  Why?  Because if we do not, there is trouble up ahead.  God says, in Hebrews 12:6, For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.   Much of the suffering among believers is simply to draw us back to our first love for Christ.  Look at David’s life.  What a mighty man he was for God.  But he left his first love.  He fixed his lustful eyes on Bathsheba.  Sorrow ensued.  What misery he endured!  The months ahead consisted of one continuous line of afflictions.  
But you say, “I will never get in the state David did.”  You have no way of knowing what you will do if you leave your first love.  You might do anything.  God warns, in 1 Corinthians 10:12, Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  Love and purity go together.  He who loves God with the entire heart will evidence the purity of God.  Think too of the failure we are to our fellow men after we leave our first love.  We lose our testimony.  We no longer witness.  The end result is we become stumbling blocks.  Rather than point people to Christ, we turn them away from Christ through our hypocrisy.  

I met a man, one time, who said, “I would become a Christian if I could ever see one.”  This should make us think . . . Am I pointing my friends and loved ones to Christ? or away from Christ?  Did I really love Christ in the first place?  Seeing the state I am in now, maybe I merely thought I loved Christ.  It is possible that I did not leave my first love.  It could be that I never really met Christ.  

If a person has truly met the living Christ and experienced the thrilling new life He provides, would they ever want to leave Him?  It’s questionable, isn’t it?  Your greatest need may be to get saved.  May I remind you that God’s love never changes.  He is ready to perform the greatest of all miracles in your life, if only you will let him do it.  Will you do it right now?  Trust Him when you say, “Jesus, come into my life, I trust You as my Savior and Lord”?  

Blessed God, meet us in a special way today.  Some of us need to come back to where we were.  I thank You for the forgiveness you offer.  I come to you repentantly in my own life and I pray that many others will do the same.  I pray these things in the name of Jesus, our Savior and loving Lord.  Amen.
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