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       The Limits of The Law
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Can a person go to heaven by keeping the Ten Commandments?  Well if your answer is yes, I regret to inform you, you are wrong.  The Ten Commandments were never given to save sinners or rule saints, but to reveal how utterly sinful all of us are so we might trust in Jesus Christ our Lord for salvation, and not ourselves or anything else.

I’ve met people who’ve thought by keeping the Ten Commandments all would be well.  They felt that such action was sufficient to care for their sin.  Well, if this has been your thinking, be assured you do not keep the Ten Commandments – nor has anyone else ever kept the Ten Commandments (with the exception of Jesus Christ).  

Recall the rich, young ruler who claimed to have kept the Ten Commandments from his youth up.  But when the Lord Jesus told him to go, and sell his goods, and come and follow the Savior, the rich young youth turned away sorrowfully.  Why?  Well, his riches were his god.  He had not even kept the first commandment which says, Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  He did not love God with all his heart, soul and mind.  And he did not love his neighbor as himself.  Neither does any human.  

Another of the commandments is, Thou shalt not kill.  Well, in 1 John 3:15, God says whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.  Have you ever had hate in your heart?  Have you ever carried a grudge?  Have you always forgiven those who offended you?  If not, in the sight of God you are a murderer.  Well, the Bible says further, Thou shalt not commit adultery.  Well, you say, I’m clear on this commandment.  Do you think you’ve not committed adultery?  Listen to what Jesus said.  Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.   Well what about, Thou shalt not steal ?  Who of us is not guilty of stealing!  Whether you’ve robbed God by withholding tithes and offerings, or whether you took wages you did not earn by giving a poor performance, or whether you’ve coveted in your heart that which was not yours, you have broken the commandment.  Even if you have failed to keep one of these commandments, you have failed completely; for the Bible says, Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.  (That’s James 2:10.)  
You see it’s foolish to try to cover up our sin, for no one can hide from the eye of God.  The Bible declares, in Proverbs 28:13, He that covereth his sin shall not prosper.  No prosperity; no happiness.  Sin produces suffering, anguish, and sorrow.  
Now maybe you are one of these people who pride yourself in saying, “Well, I always do the best I can.  I’m sure God will be satisfied with that.”  Well, who of us has ever done the best we possibly could?  When you became angry, was that you’re best?  When you harbored wicked thoughts about someone, was that your best?  When you vowed to get even, was that your very best?  Do you always go out of your way to help other people?  Do you set the kind of example you would like everyone else in the world to follow?  No man has ever done his best.  He can only do his best as he allows the Son of God to live through him.  Even if we were to perform our best, God would still declare (and rightfully so), for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  Realize it.  All of us, by nature, are sinners.  But that’s not the end of the story.  Praise God, there is deliverance from sin!  If what I have said thus far is all that I could say on the subject of sin, every one of us would be doomed forever.  It is still true that there is no difference: for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; but there is another passage in the Book of Romans that reads like this, For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  No difference! for all have sinned, and now (praise God!) we read that there is no difference -- all may be saved!  Now if you will admit that you are a sinner, there is hope for you.  No one can be saved unless he realizes that he is a sinner.  God cannot save a righteous man.  The reason God saved the publican when he went up to pray was because he cried out, God, be merciful to me a sinner!  Anyone who comes to the Lord Jesus Christ confessing that he is a helpless sinner believing on Christ will be saved.  There is mercy with the Lord for every one who humbles himself in the sight of God.  
One time D. L. Moody was in the office of the governor of one of our 50 states.  The Governor said, “Moody, I have decided to respond to a petition of a great many people to pardon a well-known criminal.  You are offering pardon to all sinners; I would like you to take my pardon to this man.”  Later, the prisoners were ushered into the chapel to hear Moody speak.  He started by saying, “I have a pardon for one of you.  I do not know you by face, but here is the name.”  What breathless interest there was!  Those 500 men scarcely breathed, wondering, “Is it for me?”  When Mr. Moody read the name of the man, something like a shriek came from out of the crowd.  It was almost more than the man could bear.  A little later, Mr. Moody talked to this man personally and offered him remission of sins through faith in Jesus Christ. 
You see, this prisoner could not earn his pardon.  He could not buy it.  He could only receive it.  So we, as lost sinners, must receive pardon from our sin.  God offers the pardon for those who will trust in His Beloved Son Jesus Christ.  This is God’s gift.  It can only be received.  Truly we do not deserve what God has for us, but let us remember that it is through His grace that He desires to give us His best.  

I hope you will receive Christ into your life at this very moment.  You’ll never regret this step.  Christ desires to save you, if only you will let Him.  But you must come to Him, and humbly bow, and say, “Jesus, I now repent of my sin, and trust You as my Savior and Lord.”  
Father God, I thank You for Your loving invitation of grace: that whosoever will may come.  Grant that all those listening who are away from You may come today by believing on Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name I pray.  Amen.
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