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    Are You Being Persecuted?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Not long ago, I read this: “That which is difficult is that which can be done immediately, but that which is impossible takes a little longer.”  Are you living in what appears to be an impossible situation?  Well, if you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, don’t ever give up.  Please stay with us.

Listen as I read verses 10-12 of Matthew, chapter five. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  God is always greatly concerned when His people are persecuted.  At the same time, He gives special grace unknown to the people of the world.  If you have ever read of the experiences of many of the church fathers, and how they suffered for the Lord, and were persecuted severely for righteousness’ sake, you probably wondered how they could endure so much without the slightest tinge of fear or self pity.  

Recall the martyr Ignatius who died exalting his Lord.  He declared, “I care nothing for visible or invisible things so that I may win Jesus Christ.  Let fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me.  Be it so.  Only may I win Christ Jesus.”  And even when he was sentenced to be thrown to the beasts, such was his desire to suffer for Christ that he said (as he heard the lions roaring), “I am the wheat of Christ.  I am going to be ground with the teeth of wild beasts that I may be found pure bread.”  
There was also Polycarp, who was condemned and burned in the marketplace.  Just before he was burned to death, the proconsul urged him, saying, “Swear, and I will release you.  Reproach Christ!”  Polycarp replied, “Eighty and six years have I served Him and He never once wronged me.   How then shall I blaspheme my King who has saved me?”  At the stake to which he was tied and not nailed (as was usual), he assured his murderers that he would stand immovable.  The flames encircled his body like an arch without touching him.  And the executioner, on seeing this, ordered that he be pierced with a sword.  So great a quantity of blood flowed from his body that the fire was extinguished.  His body, at the instigation of the enemies of the gospel, was ordered to be consumed in the pile, and the requests of his friends who wished to give it a Christian burial were denied.  Nevertheless, they collected his bones (and as much of his remains as possible) and buried them decently.

When we read of fearless saints of God like this, it makes us wonder about ourselves.  Maybe you’re saying, “It scares me.  I could never react like that.”  You don’t know how you would react.  While we are living, God gives living grace; but when it comes time to die and meet Christ, He gives us dying grace.  I believe, too, in the case of a martyr, that He gives special grace to be a martyr.  This is why He says, Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake . . . Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.  
Christ has not promised that Christians shall always have an easy road.  He said, in John 16:33, In the world ye shall have tribulation.  He experienced much tribulation on this earth.  Thus He says to His disciples, The servant is no greater than his Lord.  If Christ suffered, who are we that we should expect to escape tribulation?  Christ was taken by wicked, godless, ruthless men and nailed to the Cross to be crucified.  Do we deserve any less?  He did not deserve it, but we do.  He was sinless; we are sinful.  But, in it all, He reminds us to have courage.  Don’t be afraid to take your stand for the Lord.  Suppose people do persecute you.  Suppose they say terrible things about you.  What’s the difference!  You still have the approval of God.  He never changes.  
In 1 Corinthians 16:13, Paul said, Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  Keep in mind that Christians have a greater day coming.  Jesus said, Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  We are on our way to heaven.  Heaven is a wonderful place.  It is the believer’s home.  These few short years on earth pass by very quickly, but when we know Christ, at death we go to be with Christ.  There will be no persecution or suffering there.  All our tears will be wiped away forever.  We shall be rewarded for faithfulness.  Never forget it.  This life is not the end.  We are not to fear people, but we are to fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  Let us continue on, child of God.   The way may be difficult, but one of these days, Great will be your reward in heaven.
Now let me pause to ask, Are you sure you’re going to heaven?  Can anyone be sure?  Absolutely.  As certain as I am that I am here at this moment, I am confident that I will be with Christ in heaven.  How do I know that?  Because God tells me so in His word!  Here it is (1 John 5:11-12), And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.   Now what could be clearer than that?  He that hath the Son hath life.  On the other hand, he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  Now on which side are you?  The side that possesses eternal life or the side of eternal death?  Do you love your sins more than you love God?  
I heard of a man who built up his worth to the extent that he had close to three million dollars.  How did he get it?  Buying, stealing, and anyway he could; but by middle age, this man was a human wreck.  He got his money, but he lost everything else.  Day after day, he would sit in his rented room with no desire to go out.  His mind was a complete blank.  Oh! the wages of sin.  There is no happiness in that kind of life.  Happiness is found in Jesus Christ.  Have you received Him as Savior and Lord?  If not, don’t delay.  Come to Him now, and receive Him as your very own.  Life will begin for you – eternal life:  the moment you take Christ into your life, it all begins and it never ends.

Father God, I pray that some may get things settled today by calling on Jesus and trusting Him for salvation.  And then, for your people who are being persecuted, give them grace to endure.  Deliver them, if it be Your will.  May they not falter, but trust – fully trust – You, knowing that You have all the answers.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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