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         Make Them the Best
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Very often, as I sit on the platform of a church before I give my message, as I look into the faces of the people in the congregation, I say to myself, “What a potential!  Suppose all these people were to really get involved for God and serve Him faithfully.”  But regrettably, only a comparatively few are busy for Him, while the rest are mere observers.  Recently I read, in 1 Corinthians 3:9, For we are labourers together with God.  Now that’s something we need to think about.  There is more to being a Christian than simply enjoying all the benefits.  We are to be workers for God.  Actually, the word labourers (as used in 1 Corinthians 3:9) means that we are to be fellow workers with God.

Now keep in mind, salvation depends entirely upon God.  There wasn’t a thing you or I could do about being saved, other than receive what God provided in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  But after we became Christians, discipleship depended upon us.  Thus the first thing a person needs to realize after he becomes a Christian is that he must be faithful to God; for as a believer, he is a co-worker with God.  This means, also, that he must depend upon God constantly.  In whatever he does, he must realize that his health and strength comes from the Lord.

It has been well-said that our efficiency without Christ’s sufficiency is deficiency.  The novelist Dr. A. J. Cronin was once a practicing physician in a small Welsh mining village.  He worked with a nurse who for 20 years had given her patients loving attention and care.  Dr. Cronin was greatly impressed with her ability and considered her an exemplary member of her profession.  When he learned how small her salary was, he said to her, “Why don’t you make them pay you more money.   It’s ridiculous that you should work for so little.”  She replied that she was getting enough to meet her needs.  “But you deserve more!” the doctor replied, “God knows you’re worth it.”  Well the nurse was silent for a moment.  Then, with a smile on her face, and a serious intensity in her eyes, she explained, “Dr. Cronin, if God knows I’m worth it, that’s all that matters.”  Her earnest desire (even above money) was to be a faithful nurse and fulfill her responsibility to those for whom she cared.  This is our responsibility to the Lord. 

He saved us.  He transformed our lives.  Some of us were down in the dregs of sin.  But God, in His grace, lifted us up and established our feet upon the solid rock and now we are saved, eternally saved.  Can we do less than give the Lord our best in Christian service?  Are you involved in your church?  Are you a Sunday school teacher?  Are you a Christian worker?  Be faithful, dear friend.  Paul tells us, in 1 Corinthians 15:58, Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord; for as much as ye know that the work of your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  Do you feel like your efforts are unappreciated?  Do you suffer because of criticism?  That’s alright.  God recognizes your value.   You be faithful and the Lord will do the rest.  But we also must be careful.  Careful of what?  Careful of whatever we do for God, that we do it in a manner that will please and honor Him.  So often, we find busyness around our churches.  People are busy, busy, busy; but the question is, busy doing what?  Is it advancing the kingdom of Christ?  Does it involve salvation of souls for eternity?  We need to keep this in mind.  First of all, we need to pray and ask God what He wants us to do.  What kind of work can I do best for Him?  What gifts has God given me that I might serve Him as a co-laborer?  

I was interested one time to read an article written by a pastor who told of an experience he had in Jamaica.  He was there with others from his church to erect a small cement-block church building.  One day a sudden storm interrupted the work, and he and a Jamaican man named Daniel sought shelter together.  As they watched the rain, the pastor asked, “Are you an officer in the church?”  “No,” Daniel replied, “I’m the man behind the church.”  He meant he was not one to be up front of the church, such as the pastor, teachers, or a board member, but one who stayed in the background doing all sorts of things to keep the church functioning.  Well let me just say, these kind of folks are needed in every church.  Not only those who may be classified as the experts when it comes to being up front, but all kind of consistent laborers for God must be in our congregations -- and they are.  Never feel like because you don’t have special gifts of leadership or unusual ability in the field of music that there isn’t something you can do in your church.  Talk to the pastor about it.  He will find something for you, I am sure.  
I think of some of the people in the churches where I served.  There was one man in particular: whatever needed fixing in the church, he was there, and he could fix it.  Use your gifts and abilities as God would have them used.  Be careful that they are not wasted.  Keep in mind we can serve God anytime, anywhere, anyhow.  Our service for the Lord should not be confined to our church only.  I have always been of the opinion that even the job we do in our employment ought to be honoring to the Lord; for, actually, we are serving the Lord in our employment.  Service for God doesn’t only begin when we enter the door of the church.  It begins when we get up in the morning and go through the day.  First Corinthians 10:31 says, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  Well maybe you don’t like your job.  Perhaps if you were to think of it as being done for the Lord it would change your attitude, and you would do a better job.  We read, in Galatians 6:9, And let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due season, we shall reap if we faint not.  We need to stick with it because we are serving the Lord our God.  
Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “There are no crown wearers in heaven that were not cross-bearers here below.”  What does that tell us?  We are here on a mission: not to waste valuable time, but to be consistent in redeeming the time for God.  I had the privilege one time of speaking in a Bible school in the Midwest.  There I met a man 67 years of age who was a student in the school even though he was almost blind.  He had only a little sight in one eye.  He had been saved five years.  And even though he had served God in churches most of those years, he didn’t really get concerned about serving the Lord until he got saved.  He was retired now and went to Bible school so he could be more effective for the Lord in his service.  He was on a pension and owned his own home, but, as he said, “I want to use the rest of my life to serve the Lord effectively.”  

Well maybe some of us should make that decision today:   I want to use the rest of my life to serve the Lord Jesus Christ effectively. Many lives are being wasted these days living out in sin, with drugs, alcohol, and lust.  Let me tell you, that’s not really living; that’s dying.  It’s a slow death.  Living is to know Christ and to give Him our best.  Such a life has eternal rewards.  If it should be that you don’t know Him, I appeal to you to turn to Him at this moment, and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me.”  And, then, use the rest of your years to be a co-laborer with Him.  Make them the best.

Father God, probably all of us have some wasted years.  We know they cannot be reclaimed.  But we can determine in Your strength to use the remaining years for Your glory.  Help us, I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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