(Tape No. 291)


 The Proof of Faith (Part 1) 
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you received Jesus Christ into your life, and are you sure that you are ready to meet God?  You see, it’s imperative that you answer these two questions in the affirmative if you ever expect to get into heaven.  So think about it, my friend, and I will return with more.

Are you a child of God, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ?  If so, for whom are you living?  Paul could say, For to me to live is Christ.  He had but one desire in life: to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  Well, what about us?  Do we have but one concern and ambition: to know Christ and make Him known?  What does it mean to be a Christian?  Is it merely the verbal acceptance of a creed or belief?  It is the commitment of one’s self, life, possessions – all one is and has – to Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.  

Our Lord expressed the full meaning of it in Matthew 16:24, where He said, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  To be a Christian is to acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ with a willingness on our part to forsake all that would hinder such a relationship.  

Now there are people who think they are Christians, but what a surprise they will receive when they face Christ in judgment.  They belong to church (and some are even officers).  They can put on a pretty good front, but underneath it all there is a deceitful heart that has never been transformed by the power of Christ.  They find it no hardship to lie and cheat in their business.  They use the name of Christ to worship by one day a week and swear by the other six.  Someday, when they stand before God, they will be informed that they are lost and condemned to eternal hell.  They talk their way out of many tight spots in life.  In the same way, they will try to sell God on their worthiness for heaven.  Jesus foretold all this in Matthew 7:21-23, where He said, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in they name have cast out devils? And in they name done many wonderful works?  But though they may have deceived their friends and neighbors, God is well aware of their hypocrisy.  His reply will be, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  
Further God says, in Revelation 20:15, whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  These people had their names in the church’s records, but not the Lord’s records.  Let me ask you, is your profession real?  Have you met the Lord Jesus Christ as your very own?  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  God knows whether or not we have lived for the flesh rather than for Him.  He cannot be fooled.  Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  What does He see in your life?  Does He see a heart in tune with His will, anxious and desirous to obey Him and to make His Name known to those who have never heard His wonderful plan of salvation?  

There are thousands who go to church every Sunday who will never see heaven.  Perhaps you think I’m being critical or assuming the role of a judge.  I am merely accepting the Scriptures at face value.  Listen to a few of them:  Second Corinthians 5:17 – If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  Colossians 3:1, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above.  1 John 2:29, Every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.  There are scores of other passages that present the same truth.  Anyone who has truly met Christ will reveal this fact by a transformed life.  Repeatedly, I hear people say of particular friends or loved ones, “I don’t know whether he is a Christian or not.”  That being the case, in all probability, he is not.  Do you know of a single verse in the Bible that would even suggest that a person could be a Christian and those around not know about it?  I don’t recall any.  If you can find one, I am confident I can locate a hundred verses that make it clear that when a person comes to Christ and truly believes on His Name, a miraculous conversion will result and others will recognize the change.

Occasionally, I hear of evangelists reporting the number of conversions resulting from the meetings.  Wouldn’t it be better to report ‘decisions’ rather than conversions?  -- For decisions are man’s part, while conversions are God’s.  True, the conversion is the result of one’s decision, but if the decision is not a sincere commitment of one’s self to Christ, there will be no conversion.  One can believe all the facts about Christ:  His virgin birth; substitutionary death; bodily resurrection; visible ascension; and His glorious return to earth to reign in power, but believing the facts is not enough.  There must be more than the mere apprehending of truth.  There must be a loving commitment of the life to the Son of God as his living Lord.  

Well, let me ask, have you done this?  I surely hope you have.  If you have not, you can do it right now.  I don’t know what time it is where you are – for this broadcast is being heard in many parts of the world – but I know this: wherever you are, it is time for you to receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord, if you never have.  I hope you’ll do it right now as we pray together.

Father, I have sought to present the truth of salvation as it is set forth in Your word.  May it become a reality in the lives of listeners today as they confess their sins to Christ and receive Him as Lord of all.  I thank You for this.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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