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Security for the Future (Part 2) 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I have been asking the question, For whom are you living?  Now that’s a very important question because the right answer will take you to heaven, but the wrong answer will take you to hell.  Jesus Christ is the right answer; for He and only He can take us to heaven.  I hope you know Him.

I heard one time of two men who had never been out of the bush country of Africa.  They were taken to the coronation of a British king.  This was their first visit to civilization, and they were much impressed by all that they saw.  In the hotel room where they stayed was a bath with hot and cold water which came gushing from shining faucets.  They remembered the long journeys for water, and the inconveniences of carrying and heating it in their own land.  Well, the time came for them to return to Africa.  A government official told them that they were to receive a present -- one of the wonderful things which had impressed them in the strange land – what would they choose?  They remembered that in the display window of a hardware store they had seen faucets exactly like those in the hotel room.  Turning from other wonders, they asked for the faucets thinking the attractive faucets visible to the eye were enough to supply the flowing water.

Though such a choice may seem foolish to those of us who know better, is not the same being practiced by thousands of so-called religious people?  They are trusting in their church membership, baptism, good works, gifts of money, and scores of other ways.  These are but the faucets.  They are valueless without first of all tapping into the reservoir of the fountain of living water.  You see, Jesus said, Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
There are many church members who say they are saved, but because of their superficial profession, they are weary and tired of everything.  They are completely devoid of any hope to cheer them on.  They are thoroughly unhappy.  They would not dare confess it.  In fact, they are constantly under the strain of trying to cover up.  With gadgets and all the things they can buy, they attempt to cover over aching consciences.  They appear to be satisfied and happy.  But loud laughter often comes from the lips of people who, within, are sad and heavy at heart.  I repeat the question I asked before.  For whom are you livng?  Self or Christ?  Do not try to outwit yourself.  I am sure you have discovered the futility of self-deception long ago.  
I am delighted to be able to tell you there is rest for the weary (even in this confused world) if you will turn to the only One who can give rest.  In Him there is eternal repose for the weary in heart, lasting happiness for the sad and forlorn.  May I assure you again: such can only be found in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rest, repose, happiness become the immediate possession of all who respond to Christ’s gracious invitation -- Come unto me,  all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  I beseech you to become a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ if you want real happiness.  Turn from the world’s false appeal to supply happiness.  Forsake the pride, the self-will, the sinful stubbornness of your own ways.  Take your place before the Lord Jesus as a humble sinner, and cast your soul upon Him.   Immediately, the rest I have told you about will be your possession.

Now you may have everything this world has to offer: a substantial income, a beautiful home with furnishings of the finest, a car or two, and much more.  But, friend, that isn’t life.  That is only a tiny infinitesimal part of life.  If you have never really met Christ, the feeblest child of God is far better off than you are.  Even though he may live in a thatched roof out there on the mission field with a dirt floor, he has happiness in his heart.  He has hope, but you have none at all.  He has a Savior that will never forsake him, a treasure that will never fade away; but as for you, if you were to die at this moment as you are, your expectations would perish immediately.

Now I am sure you realize that.  I implore you to seek durable riches, a lasting treasure, a city with a sure foundation. Give yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God and labor in anticipation for the promised incorruptible crown.  Take His yoke upon you, learn of Him, and follow Him.  Come away from the world with its glitter and glamour, its sin which at the last bites like a serpent.  Let Christ fill you with Himself, resulting in the realization of His satisfying joy and peace.  This is His offer to you.  I trust that you will let Christ come in.  Let this message not be in vain.  Come to Christ today.
But, what next?  After you come to Christ, love Him; follow Him; obey Him as a disciple.  The true disciple will long to carry the gospel to others.  He will not live for himself, but for Jesus Christ and others.  He will have a holy zeal and loving concern to share the truth that transformed his own heart and life.  God’s purpose in saving us is two-fold.  His basic purpose is to conform us to the image of His Son; but He also wants to use us as a channel through which His grace, love, and power can flow to the lost and dying.  We’re to go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Now I ask again.  For whom are you living?  If you’re not living for Jesus Christ, you are living for yourself.  And God says, No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  I hope you conclude your listening to our program today by saying, “I am deciding for Jesus Christ.  I want to follow Him.”  Let us know if you made this decision today, and we shall rush some profitable literature to you.

Blessed Lord, I praise You for the privilege of being a child of God.  For those who received Christ today, I rejoice knowing they’re on their way to heaven.  Lead them and direct them according to Your will through the Holy Spirit.  For I pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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