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Effectual Prayer (Part 4)
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
A person can know all about prayer, but that isn’t enough to get answers from God.  We must be in a right relationship with the Lord – under the control of the Holy Spirit.  Then things really begin to happen.

For my final message this week on prayer, I suggest that we pray effectually.  Now this does not concern the eloquence of our prayers, nor the frequency of praying; but rather, it has to do with our relationship to the Lord.  James 5:16 comes to mind.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  There are two words in this verse that seem to go hand in hand:  effectual and righteous.  Effectual praying comes from righteous people.  Now, who is righteous?  -- anyone who opens his heart to God and yields to His control.  

In John 15:7, Jesus says, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Prayer power presupposes a right relationship to God.  What is essential if we are to be in a right relationship to God?  First, we must be men and women of faith.  All prayer requires faith.  Without faith, God says it is impossible to please Him.  In Matthew 17:20, Jesus said, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  It is not much faith, but genuine faith we need.  God is interested in quality more than quantity. 

When one of our daughters was about six years old, our neighbor was going away for a vacation.  She asked our daughter to take her newspapers in for her each day.  The neighbor further told our daughter that she would bring a gift back for her.  Well the child worked hard at her task, anticipating the gift.  Teasing her on one occasion at mealtime, I asked, “How do you know Mrs. Smith will remember to bring the gift?”  She looked at me as though I should have known better, and said, “Why, Daddy!  She said she would.”  The child had faith to believe that our neighbor would fulfill her promise.  Have you ever doubted God?  You see, we must believe.  We must have faith.  How do we know that God will take care of our problem?  How do we know that He will care for our needs?  -- Why! He said He would.  He gives us His word – the unchangeable word of God.  Do we need any more?

Now, second, we must take time to pray.  Often, we fail to get answers to prayer because we neglect to take the proper time to pray.  God says, in James 4:2, You have not because you ask not.  I am convinced that there are some things that God will not do, and some things God will not give, unless we pray.  Think of all we have missed down through the years, because we failed to pray.  In Matthew 7:7-8, we read, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  No where in the Bible is it recorded that anyone spent too much time praying to God.  On the other hand, I am sure all of us have been guilty of not praying enough.  
While I was serving the Lord in a rural pastorate, I received a phone call one day from one of our members who asked if I would call on her if I were out in the direction of her home.  Well, that afternoon I called and found that this dear lady was incapacitated because of having run a nail into her foot.  We visited a while, and then I prayed.  In my prayer I said, “Dear Lord, we do not know why these things come to us.”   When I finished praying, she said, “I know why this came to me.  For a number of weeks I have been faithful in having my quiet time with the Lord the first thing in the morning; but this morning I thought I was too busy, and went to work out in the chicken house.  The nail in my foot was the result.”  Well, have not most of us been doing other things when we should have been praying?  You see, how much sorrow, how much misery, we have brought on ourselves because we have failed to take the time to converse with God.  
Now, thirdly, we must be unselfish when we pray.  In James 4:3, God says, Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  Unless prayer is for the glory of God, we need not expect an answer.  Many of our prayers are selfish.  That is why they are ineffectual.  God knows best in all things.  How we need to thank Him for the many prayers He did not answer, because they were purely selfish.  If answered, they probably would have brought grief to our hearts.

Now, fourth, we must be persistent when we pray.  Too many of us give up too soon.  God says, in Luke 18:1, Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.  In His own providence and purpose, I have known God to take ten, 20, 30, or 40 (or even more) years to answer some prayers.  We must not give up.

One time an insurance salesman went in at a late hour to see a top executive.  The salesman managed to sell the executive quite a sizable policy.  After signing the papers, the executive leaned back in his chair, and said, “You know, young man, I want you to realize that there have been five other insurance men here today to see me, and you’re the only one who got in.”  The insurance salesman smiled, and said, “I happen to be all five of them.”  Persistence!  It works in the insurance business, but it also works in prayer.

Now, number five:  we must also be of a forgiving spirit when we pray.  An unforgiving spirit will prevent answers to prayer.  In Mark 11:25-26, God says, And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.  You see, if there is anyone you have not forgiven, it is better that you stop praying and get right with that one.  For you, the way to God is the way of getting right with your brother or sister in Christ.  When you are in fellowship with those around you, you may be sure the channel will be open to the Lord.

Now, six (and finally), we must be right with God.  If the believer has unconfessed sin in his life, he is wasting his time on his knees until he clears things up with God.  David declared in Psalm 66:18, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me.  Further, in Isaiah 59:1-2, God says, Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.  Unconfessed sin in the heart can be a block that will shut out the power of God.   
Do you know that one speck of dust in an automatic flight control instrument is sufficient to cause a multi-million dollar supersonic jet airplane to veer widely off its course?  Do you know that lint from clothing, and moisture from finger prints, can make a guided missile zooming along at twice the speed of sound go awry and miss its mark?  Do you know that smog and humility can cause intricate flight instruments to fail, and endanger the success of vital military missions?  Are you on praying ground?  Is there anything in your life hindering effective praying?  If so, confess it to the Lord immediately.  Get right with Him.  Enjoy this mighty privilege that is ours through Jesus Christ.  God says, in John 16:24, Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.  Claim the blessings of prayer, for more things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.  Take time to wait on God.  
But maybe you’ve never taken Christ into your life.  Until you are saved, your prayers will not be answered.  I urge you, right now, to take the Lord as your Savior.  Receive Him by faith.  God will come into your life, if only you will invite Him in.  He never pushes His way in.  He enters in at our request.  And the Bible says, But as many as received him, to them gave he the authority to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.  I hope you’ll believe on Jesus right now.

I thank You, Father, that by faith in Christ, we have access into Your presence.  Help us to be faithful as prayer warriors.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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