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The Unusual Book
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
In speaking at a convention of religious writers and editors, Joe Briscoe said, “When we get to heaven, we will not say to God, ‘Did you read my book?’  Rather, God will say to us, ‘Did you read my book?’”  All kinds of books keep appearing on the market these days.  They keep coming and coming.  We keep buying them.  But of all the books on our shelves, there is one that supersedes them all.  

As I sit here in the studio, I have before me today a book that I have read many, many times.  In fact, if my memory serves me correctly, I have read something from this book every morning for over sixty years.  Now, I am sure, most of you know what book I am talking about.  In my thinking, it is the most profound book in the world.  Of course, I am speaking about the Bible.

The Bible, including both the Old and New Testaments, is a divine revelation.  The original manuscripts were verbally inspired by the Holy Spirit.  We are told, in 2 Timothy 3:16, that All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.  Not only is the Bible inspired, but it is the inerrant word of God.  Now by inerrant, I mean “contains no errors of any kind.”  I read this remarkable verse in Isaiah 40:8.  The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand for ever.  Now the Hebrew word for “stand” (as used here) means that it rises to stand.  It describes something that is beaten and battered, yet rises to stand.  For centuries, enemies of God have tried to destroy the Bible; but they have failed and failed miserably.  
o
Diocletian (Emperor of Rome) once threatened Bible owning people.  Bibles were burned, and Christians suffered agonizing deaths.  Diocletian considered his attack so complete that he erected a monument bearing the words “The name of Christian is extinguished.”  Was he right?  Of course not. 

o
Constantine (who succeeded Diocletian) declared himself a Christian in 312 A.D.  The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
o
England’s Henry V considered Bible reading a crime, and passed a law to punish Bible-owners.  But all his decrees could not shorten the Bible’s life by one minute, or lighten its weight by one ounce.  
o
Eighteenth century unbelievers mocked the Bible, and predicted its death in 50 years. 
o
Tom Payne (author of The Age of Reason) said, “I have now gone through a wood with an axe and felled trees.  Here they lie.  They will never grow again.”  This man tried to blacken the Bible, but before he died it is recorded that he cried, “God, help me!  O Lord, help me!  Jesus Christ, help me!”  Someone asked if he wished to believe on Christ.  “I have no wish,” he replied, “but to believe on that subject.”
o
Voltaire said arrogantly, “Another century and there will not be a Bible on earth.”  Voltaire is dead.  The Bible lives.  Psalm 119:89 declares, For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.  “Settled,” in the Hebrew means established or fixed.  The Bible, in its original manuscripts is a copy of that which is fixed in heaven.  

Now why am I telling you all this?  For the simple reason:  If you are not in the habit of reading and studying the Bible, I heartily recommend that you get started.  Don’t miss out on one of the greatest opportunities you have on this earth.  Make it a daily habit.  Not only will you be blessed; you will be strengthened, encouraged, and guided.  But maybe you are like some folks I’ve met who say, “Well, I have tried to read the Bible, but I can’t understand it.”  Now, I grant you that you may not understand all of it with the first reading.  But if you are faithful in reading it day-by-day, you will understand much of it; and as you continue to read it over the days, weeks, months, and years, it will even become more and more understandable.  You don’t master the Bible in a year or two.  In fact, no one has ever really mastered the Bible.  Those who read it sincerely day-by-day are students of the Bible, not masters of the Bible.  I’ve read it through many, many times, and each time I see new things that I’ve never noticed before.  One reason for this is that the Holy Spirit doesn’t load us with all truth at once.  In fact, we are not able to receive all the truth of the Scriptures at one time.  It is a process.  And, as we mature in faith, and grow in grace, the more receptive we become to the truths God has for us.

Ten years ago, I wasn’t ready for some of the things God is showing me now in the Scriptures.  Thus, just because we can’t understand all that we read in the Bible is no reason to throw it aside.  We must keep reading it on a regular and systematic basis; and, in God’s own time, as we become stronger in the faith, the Lord will open up certain passages to us.  Often, these passages will be like the green pastures the psalmist speaks about.  We shall be strengthened and edified by the truth.  And, if we are really hungry for the truth of God, there will be nourishment in the green pastures – for they are never barren.  The wonderful thing is, the green pastures are as green and fresh today as when they were first given by the Holy Spirit many, many years ago.  Though multitudes of commentators have considered them, and myriads of Christians have studied them, they can be pondered by a loving and obedient heart, while continuing to yield nutriment and strength.  

There is a storehouse of rich fare, 
Supplied with plenty and despair;

Tis God’s own word, it spreads a feast

For every hungering, thirsting guest

No wonder the Berean Christians searched the Scriptures daily.  They were wise people.  They knew what was awaiting them in the word of God.  Many of our church people are not as wise.  They overlook the value of the Scriptures and the food God has for them.  Jesus said, in Matthew 4:4, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Notice He said “every” word – not just the pslams, not just the gospels, not just the book of the revelation, but every word from Genesis to Revelation.  There is something in every book of the Bible that we need.  If we don’t read it, we shall miss it. 
A well-known Christian lady attended a dinner for a very prominent citizen who resided in the city where she lived.  She happened to be seated next to a professor of science.  Utilizing the opportunity to speak a word for her Lord, in the midst of her conversation she quoted several verses of Scripture.  The professor responded with, “You don’t believe the Bible, do you?”  “Yes, I do,” replied the lady.  The professor remarked, “Why I didn’t suppose any intelligent person in our day believed the Bible.”  “Oh, yes,” said the Christian, “I believe it all because I know the Author.”  You see, when a person knows the Author, what we read in the Scriptures becomes very understandable.  But without an intimate knowledge and relationship with the Author, it is pretty much an uninteresting book.  

Thus let me ask you.  Do you know the Author?  Have you ever met Jesus Christ personally?  Is He your Savior and Lord?  If not, that’s really the first step in understanding the Bible.  For in Jesus Christ dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and when you know Him, you are one with God, and you will recognize the Bible as your textbook.
Now, should you not know Christ, now is a good time to meet Him.  I am here to introduce Him to you.  Jesus is the Son of God who was slain from the foundation of the world that you might have everlasting life.  Will you receive Him as your Savior and Lord?  If so, just tell Him so.  He is right there with you.  And then, write and let us know and we’ll send you some free literature.

Heavenly Father, may the Holy Spirit direct many today to commit to Jesus Christ, for I know, apart from Him, no one can have eternal life.  Many of our listeners are living in misery, presently, simply because they don’t know the peace and joy of the Lord.  I pray, Father, that some will enter into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ at this moment.  I ask it in His Name.  Amen.
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