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The Surrendered Life (Part 1)
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In John 10:9, Jesus said, I am the door: by me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved.  We give nothing but simply enter in the door of salvation, and we are ever after children of God.  Now life really begins at this point, but what awaits the child of God on the other side of entry?  In my two messages (today and tomorrow) I want to tell you about it.  So, please stay with us.

After we enter the door of salvation (through faith, and the redeeming work of Jesus Christ), according to John 10:9, verse 10 tells us He has provided not only new life for us, but a more abundant life.  Now here we have another choice to make:  Am I going to be satisfied with life? or do I want the more abundant life with Christ as Lord?  This we call the surrendered life, with Christ in complete control.  One of the first evidences of the surrendered life is the realization of God’s plan for our individual lives.  In 2 Corinthians 8:5, Paul tells us of the Macedonian Christians who first gave their own selves to the Lord.  Then, he goes on to say, unto us by the will of God.  In other words, after they yielded completely to Christ, immediately they were concerned about the will of God for their lives.  God has a definite plan for the life of every believer.  

In Ephesians 2:10, Paul tells us that we are created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  God has a life plan for each Christian distinctly from everyone else.  No man or woman in existence can do your God-ordained work.  There will be something missing from the glory of heaven, something lacking from its fruitage, if you do not find and walk in that divinely created plan in Christ Jesus for your life.  In the sight of God, you are unique.  You have no double.  The best in life for you is not to live any way you want to live, but to live according to God’s plan.  The plan can only be known as we submit our selves completely and fully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  God is only too glad to disclose His wonderful plan to those who love Him.  The divided heart (trying to love self and Christ) can never know God’s marvelous plan.

Now another wonderful result of the surrendered life is the consoling assurance the believer has that whatever comes to him is either sent or permitted by God.  The surrendered life, for this reason, enables one to rise above the endless stress and worry that is confusing to so many in our day.  Romans 8:28 becomes a blessed reality to the yielded life.  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  The called according to his purpose are those who have responded to His gracious invitation to yield all to Him.  Then, of course, they fall in line with His plan and purpose for their lives.  They realize as never before that all things do work together for good.  
Now this doesn’t mean that all things are good in themselves (for evil is not good), but all things work together for good to them that love the Lord Jesus.  In His own way, God will make even the wrath of man to praise Him.  He who rules in righteousness will overrule all unrighteousness under His providence and loving care.  Even the evil that assails His beloved ones is in His permissive will for them.  Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, said the sobbing Joseph to his awe-stricken brethren.  
The blackest crime of human history was the crucifixion of Him who was Joseph’s anti-type.  This appeared to be the master stroke of hell, the extinguishing of the light of the world; the supreme defeat of the God of the universe.  Yet, out of this ignominious death flows the blessings of redemption, whereby all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ may be saved for eternity.  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  Though we cannot always understand His ways, we can rest and trust in them – knowing that His will must be the very best thing in existence for us if we have surrendered to His loving care and control.  Though the burden may seem more than we can bear; the grief too agonizing ever to be soothed; the wound too deep ever to be healed.  Yet the surrendered heart is assured that the Lord will not forsake His people for His great Name’s sake.
There are many other blessings resulting from the surrendered life, such as: a new love and appreciation for the Scriptures; an earnest desire to spend not minutes, but hours on our knees in the presence of God; the conscious presence of Christ living in and through us, enabling us to walk in the light as he is in the light.  Well, let me hasten to consider what I believe to be another outstanding evidence of the surrendered life:  The surrendered believer becomes a mighty instrument in the hand of an all-powerful God.  Do you recall that wonderful word in Romans 6:13, where God exhorts us to yield our members as instruments to him?  Listen to the verse.  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  The word instruments, as it appears in this verse, could be translated “weapons.”  This is a striking figure, is it not?  God wants believers to be spears He can fit into His hand and hurl into the heart of the enemy territory.  God wants us to be keen, glittering blades with which He may cut His way into the very hosts of sin.  Indeed, the surrendered life becomes a weapon for God.  Think of those so greatly used by the Lord in breaking down the strongholds of sin to reach dying men with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Can we not explain their sacrificial usefulness by the words “complete surrender”?

The surrendered life is the blessed life.  Is Christ reigning in your life today?  Is He in full control?  Oh friend! give Him that place.  That’s the place of supremacy.  That’s what He wants.  And if you have never received Christ, now is the time to do it.  Let Him come into your heart.  Just invite Him in, and He will come in. 

Our Blessed Lord, we thank You for the power we receive when we turn it all over to You.  So many times, we keep things for ourselves, and we lose out on the victory that we possess in Christ.  God, move upon us today.  May we be willing to say, “Lord, I surrender all.  All to thee, I surrender.”  We ask it in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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